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According-  to  an  Act  of  the  Legislatufc,  June  14,  iSij, 
by  -vhich  the  First  Presbyterian  Church  -vas  incorporated, 
•'  the  Pastor.  Deacons  and  Elders  may  have  and  use  a  common 
Seal,  and  the  same  may  break,  alter  and  renew  at  pleasure." 
The  right  has  not  been  exercised  until  this  historic  year.  '<-vhen, 
by  vote  of  the  .Session,  the  above  emblematic  device  was 
adopted,  Nov.  11,  iSg6.  The  Triangle  typifies  the  Trinity : 
the  uplifted  hand  has  for  ages  been  the  couventiotial  sign  of 
the  Covenant;  the  motto,  '•  Christo  Duce,"  {Christ  our 
Leader),  xvas  the  xvatchxvord givoi  by  Whitejield  for  Revo- 
lutionary soldiers,  and  for  soldiers  of  the  Cross.  The  ''Ean-lc 
Wing"  was  tJie  name  of  the  Presbyterian  ship  that  set  sail 
for  the  Merrimac  in  /6jy  zvith  a  colony  of  Calvinistic  pil- 
grims. As  a  xvhole  the  .Seal  signifies  our  loyalty  to  theTrinity, 
to  the  ancient  Covenant,  and  to  Christ  as  the  Captain  of  our 
Salvation,  and  our  faith  that  zve  shall  be  upheld  by  the 
promises  of  God.  as  by  the  wings  of  a  mighty  eagle;  (see 
Isaiah    40::;!.  and  Revelation  12:14.) 
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THE    OLD    SOUTH    PRIOR    TO    1856. 


INTRODUCTION. 


The  First  Presbyterian  Church,  of  Newburyport,  Mass.,  (often 
styled  ''  The  Old  South  Church,")  was  begun  January  3rd,  1746, 
and  was  completed  in  its  organization  on  the  7th  of  the  ensuing 
April.  Preliminary  to  celebrating  the  One  Hundred  and  Fiftieth 
anniversary  of  that  event,  the  Session  requested  the  co-operation 
of  the  Parish  and  the  Ecclesiastical  Society.  Accordingly  a  meet- 
ing was  held  to  which  all  persons  interested  were  invited,  and 
after  a  free  interchange  of  opinion  the  plan  was  approved  by  a 
unanimous  vote.  The  present  pastor,  Rev.  Horace  C.  Hovey, 
D.  D.,  and  a  former  pastor,  Rev.  Ashbel  G.  Vermilye,  D.  D., 
were  requested  to  deliver  historical  addresses  ;  sister  churches  in 
the  vicinity,  with  their  ministers,  were  invited  to  attend  and  take 
part  in  public  services  to  be  held  on  the  7th  and  Sth  of  April, 
1S96  ;  a  special  poem  for  the  occasion  was  solicited  from  Mrs. 
Elizabeth  Kimball  Haskell ;  greetings  were  sought  from  former 
pastors,  the  survivors  of  deceased  pastors,  and  from  ministers 
and  others  who  had  at  any  time  been  connected  with  this  congre- 
gation. 

A  General  Committee  of  arrangements  was  chosen,  to  have  all 
matters  in  charge ;  of  which  John  T.  Brown,  Esquire,  was  made 
the  chairman,  Mr.  Prentiss  H.  Reed,  secretary,  and  Miss  Frances 
A.  Howard,  treasurer.      This  General  Committee  included,  (1.) 
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From  the  Church,  Rev.  Horace  C.  Hovey,  D.  D.,  pastor,  and 
the  Elders  and  Deacons,  namely,  Ebenezer  Rolfe,  James  M. 
Woods,  Edmund  Jaques,  William  Binley,  Charles  M.  Pritchard, 
Oliver  O.  Jones,  Alvah  W.  Leavitt,  Ebenezer  Smith,  John  M. 
Bailey  and  George  H.  Jaques.  (s.)  From  the  Parish,  David 
Foss,  M.  D.,  Charles  T.  Smith,  William  E.  Chase,  John  W. 
Winder  and  Lawrence  B.  Cushing.  (3.)  From  the  Society  as 
a  wliole,  a  large  representation,  more  than  eighty  individuals  in 
all.  (4.)  All  persons  in  the  Congregation,  over  seventy  years  of 
age,  as  honorary  members,  some  of  whom,  it  should  be  said, 
worked  as  vigorously  as  any  of  the  active  members. 

From  the  General  Committee,  special  committees  were  form- 
ed :  on  Program,  Invitation,  Reception,  Decoration,  Collation, 
Finance,  Printing,  and  an  Advisory  committee  to  act  on  any  new 
questions  that  might  arise.  It  was  intended  to  print  in  full  all 
the  names  of  these  various  committees.  But  thev  were  so  nu- 
merous, and  as  the  work  went  on,  so  manv  changes  were  made, 
names  being  added,  transferred  or  dropped,  and  so  man}'  persons, 
not  on  any  committee,  laboring  and  giving  for  the  cause  as  freelv 
as  any  others,  that  it  was  found  impracticable  to  carry  out  the 
above  intention.  There  is  room  for  only  those  names  that  nat- 
urallv  come  into  prominence  in  connection  with  special  features 
of  the  occasion. 

Faithful  work,  and  a  great  deal  of  it,  was  done  by  all  con- 
cerned, and  the  result  was  a  delightful  and  harmonious  celebra- 
tion. A  final  meeting  of  the  General  Committee  heard  reports 
from  the  sub-committees,  passed  votes  of  thanks  to  everybody  to 
whom  thanks  were  due.  and  then  appointed  a  special  committee 
whose  duty  it  should  be  to  collate,  arrange  and  publish  in  a  me- 
morial volume  the  historical  discourses  and  addresses,   CTreetinsfs 
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from  sister  churches,  such  poetical  aud  epistolary  contributions 
as  had  been  especially  asked  for,  and  at  their  discretion,  in  full, 
by  abstract,  or  by  title,  such  other  material  as  might  be  available 
for  the  purpose.  The}'  might  also  insert  such  cuts  as  could  be 
provided  within  their  resources  at  command.  Said  committee 
was  given  power  to  act. 

In  issuing  the  completed  volume  tiuis  prepared,  it  was  deemed 
best  to  print  it  in  two  parts ;  the  first  containing  the  two  main 
historical  discourses,  and  the  second  presenting  the  other  Anni- 
versary Proceedings  in  detail  from  first  to  last. 

A  word  is  here  in  place  as  to  the  importance  of  collecting  and 
preserving  the  scattered  materials  of  local  history.  Our  Pastoral 
Library  already  contains  many  valuable  historical  books,  pam- 
phlets, magazines,  newspapers  and  manuscripts.  An  occasion 
like  this  brings  to  light  the  utility  of  such  a  collection,  and  sug- 
gests the  eminent  propriety  of  making  said  library  the  reposi- 
tory of  documents  that  might  otherwise  be  lost  or  destroyed.  To 
each  Church  the  Master  has  committed  a  great  trust,  and  we 
should  prize  the  religious,  liistorical  and  literary  treasures,  wdiich, 
if  rightly  interpreted,  are  God's  message  to  us  from  a  wonderful 
Past  to  make  us  wise  for  a  brigrht  Future. 


John  W.  Winder,  i 
Prentiss  H.  Reed,  [> 
John  T.   Brown,  J 


Committee 


Publication, 


1  893. 


The    Glory    of  the    Fathers^ 


HISTORICAL    SURVEY 


OF     THE 


FIRST  PRESBYTERIAN  CHURCH, 


BY    THE    PASTOR, 


REV.  HORACB  CARTHR  HOA'BY,  D.  D. 


Pk o  I 'EJOJ s  jy  :6.      "■  Th c  gh, ry  of  ch ildrcii 
are  t/ieir  J'ai/icrs." 


ADDRESS  OF  REV.  HORACE  C.  HOVEY,  D.D. 


No  place  in  America  excels  Essex  count}-,  Massa- 
chusetts, in  quaint,  romantic  and  instructive  history, 
civil,  militar}',  and  ecclesiastical.  We  are  toda}^ 
more  particularly  interested  in  that  portion  of  the 
county  known  as  Newburyport — said  to  be  the  only 
town  of  that  name  on  earth.  Our  city  now  has  about 
15,000  inhabitants;  but  when  the  church  was  founded 
whose  anniversary  we  celebrate,  this  was  simply 
what  its  name  indicates,  the  port  of  Newbury,  the  "old 
town,"  to  which  also  belonged  what  is  now  the  town 
of  West  Newbury.  The  local  geography  is  further 
complicated  by  the  fact  that  the  lower  portion  of  New- 
buryport has  been  always  styled  Joppa,  and  the  upper 
portion  Belleville,  while  the  central  portion  was  long 
known  as  Riverside.  The  terms  "  up  along  ""  and 
"  down  along  ''  have  peculiar  litness  and  have  been  in 
use  here  for  many  generations.  The  First  Presbyte- 
rian,   or    as    it   is   familiarlv  called,  "  the   Old   South 
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Church,"  occupies  a  central  position  with  regard  to 
this  region  about  the  estuar}^  otthe  Merrimac. 

Our  fiithers  held  as  firmly  to  the  Abrahamic  cov- 
enant as  did  Abraham  himself.  They  had  large  fami- 
lies and  had  all  their  children  baptized,  even  extend- 
ing that  privilege  formerly  to  what  was  styled  "■  the 
half-way  covenant."  It  is  estimated  that  there  have 
been  about  6,200  children  baptized  in  this  one  parish, 
whence  many  of  them  have  gone  to  the  ends  of  the 
earth,  carrying  the  memory  of  that  unwritten  form- 
ula for  family  prayer  which  always  included  a  bless- 
ing invoked  on  "  the  children  and  children's  children, 
and  on  their  children,  to  the  latest  generation  oftime." 

God  has  signall}-  blessed  "these  children  of  the 
Covenant;"  and  they  in  turn,  wherever  their  lot  may 
have  been  cast,  have  held  to  Solomon's  maxim,  that 
'''■the  glory  of  children  are  their  fathersy  Wise 
men  do  not  ignore  the  deeds  of  former  generations. 
Accordingly  much  has  alread}'  been  written  about 
this  region.  Winthrop,  Mather,  Hutchinson  and 
Bancroft  have  searched  its  earl}"  records.  Whittier, 
Longfellow,  George  Lunt,  Mrs.  Spofford,  and  other 
poets,  have  embalmed  its  memories  in  verse.  Hon. 
Caleb  Cushing,  Mr.  Joshua  Coffin,  Mrs.  E.  Vale 
Smith,  and  others,  have  published  local  histories  of  a 
general  nature,  while  the  opulent  mine  of  ecclesiasti- 
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cal  research  has  been  worked  by  WiUiams,  Stearns, 
Vermih-e,  WaUace,  Spalding  and  Fiske.  We  are 
also  indebted  to  Dr.  Withington,  Mr.  ^Nloody  Cook, 
?klr.  R.  N.  Toppan,  ]Miss  Emery,  and  various  mem- 
bers of  the  local  Historical  Society,  for  interesting- 
reminiscences  and  sketches. 

Yet  history  is  always  tinged  by  the  medium  through 
which  it  is  seen,  and  each  historian  approaches  his 
subject  from  his  own  starting  point.  The  Apostle 
Paul,  a  native  of  Tarsus  and  a  free-born  Roman, 
truthfully  told  the  Jews  to  whom  he  wrote,  that  he 
was  ''of  the  tribe  of  Benjamin,  an  Hebrew  of  the 
Hebrews."'  And  so  may  the  present  speaker,  though 
a  native  of  Indiana  and  proud  of  being  a  Hoosier, 
remind  his  Yankee  audience  to-day  that  he  is  of  un- 
mixed New  England  ancestry;  coming,  on  the  pa- 
ternal side,  from  one  of  the  founders  of  Ipswich, 
Daniel  Hovey,  w^ho  built  the  tirst  wharf  in  all  this 
region;  and  on  the  maternal  side  from  Thomas  Carter, 
one  of  the  original  settlers  of  Salisbury.  My  father, 
Professor  Edmund  Otis  Hovey,  D.  D.,  was  ordained 
b}'  the  Presbytery  of  Newburyport,  in  a  meeting  held 
at  Bradford,  Sept.  26th,  183 1,  at  which  time  six  or 
more  young  men  were  set  apart  for  missionary  work 
at  the  West.  He  was  one  of  the  founders  of  Wabash 
College,  and  among  his  papers  I  tind  a  long  list  of 
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o-enerous  contributors  to  that  institution   from   New- 

o 

buryport.  He  was  also  on  intimate  terms  with  Drs. 
Dana,  Williams  and  Stearns.  These  personal  facts 
may  explain,  in  part,  my  peculiar  zeal  in  delving  amid 
the  archives,  legends,  and  other  materials  that  have 
been  piled  up  during  the  century  and  a  half  of  your 
ecclesiastical  life. 

We  occupy  an  eminence,  on  this  jo3'Ous  anniver- 
sary, of  whose  privileges,  distinctions  and  responsi- 
bilities the  fathers  in  whom  we  justl}/  glory  had  only 
a  dim  and  cloud}'  vision.  They  were  like  the  pio- 
neers over  the  plains  by  the  famous  Buttertield  trail, 
who  had  already  made  a  long  journc}'  before  catch- 
ing their  first  view  of  the  natural  signal  towers  that 
guard  the  western  El  Dorado.  There  stood  Pike's 
Peak,  like  a  fleecy  cloud  on  the  horizon;  and  although 
in  full  sight,  a  march  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  miles 
must  be  made  before  its  snow}-  summit  was  gained. 
And  so  with  the  fathers  in  their  march  down  the 
pathway  of  time.  They  had  come  to  the  founding 
of  this  church  by  a  long  pilgrimage,  and  stood  there 
like  exiles  disowned  and  assailed;  and  none  but  pro- 
phetic souls  could  have  foreseen  this  da}-,  when  ours 
is  but  one  of  a  myriad  churches  of  its  kind,  and  when 
the  original   colonies   have   o^'own   into   a  broad   Re- 
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public,    whose    magniticent    domain    stretches    from 
ocean  to  ocean,  and  expands  from  zone  to  zone. 

PREVIOUS    COLONIAL    CONDITIONS. 

In  order  to  grasp  the  history  of  our  own  venerable 
church,  we  must  begin  by  considering  its  antecedents 
and  its  environment.  In  the  days  of  the  Pilgrim 
Fathers,  nearly  the  entire  Protestant  world  was  Pres- 
byterian, in  the  sense  that  the  reformers  had  revolted 
from  the  hierarchy  of  Rome,  and  had  gone  back  to 
the  primitive  idea  that  the  Church  of  Christ  should 
be  governed  by  representatives  of  its  own  choosing. 
That  idea  was  dominant  among  the  Waldenses  and 
Huguenots,  and  it  made  them  what  they  were. 
Luther  caught  and  spread  that  same  idea  throughout 
Germany,  whence  it  went  to  Denmark,  Sweden  and 
Norway.  John  Calvin,  a  profound  student  of  the 
Word  of  God,  infused  that  idea  of  a  representative 
church  government  into  the  Republic  of  Geneva; 
while  John  a  Lasco  developed  it  more  fully  in  Hol- 
land. Thus,  according  to  the  historian  Bancroft, 
was  "established  a  party,  of  which  Englishmen  be- 
came members,  and  New  England  the  asylum." 
And,  let  cavillers  say  what  they  will,  fully  four-tifths 
of  all  Protestants  now  living  cling  to  the  system 
bravely  contended  for  by  those  men. 


ONE    HUXDRED    AND    FIFTIETH    AXXIVERSARY 

With  those  continental  names,  however,  must  be 
associated  that  of  John  Knox,  the  greatest  man  of 
Scotland,  who,  after  being  educated  for  the  Roman 
Catholic  priesthood,  joined  the  revolt  against  the  Pa- 
pacy, was  exiled  to  foreign  lands,  and  returned  to  de- 
liver his  native  land  from  spiritual  despotism.  He 
began  bv  gathering  a  covenanted  body  styled  "The 
Lords  of  the  Congregation,"  into  whose  hands, 
in  1^60,  the  whole  government  was  placed  b}'  the 
treaty  of  Edinburgh.  In  the  same  year  six  ministers 
and  thirty-four  laymen  formed  the  first  modern  "Gen- 
eral Assembly,''  that  has  since  given  shape  to  all  the 
many  branches  of  the  Presbyterian  order,  numbering 
nearly  as  many  adherents  as  then  spoke  the  English 
tongue.  Their  "Confession  of  Faith  and  Book  of 
Discipline"  was  an  attempt  to  reconstruct  society. 
The  rights  of  individuals  were  guarded  so  "that  every 
man  may  gyf  his  vote  freelie"  for  minister  and  elders ; 
the  former  being  elected  for  life  and  the  latter  an- 
nually. Knox,  Melville,  and  their  party,  meant  to 
make  Presbyterianism  the  established  religion  of  all 
the  British  Isles,  They  were  aggressive;  but  per- 
haps rough  measures  were  needed  b}'  the  rough  times. 
Romanists,  Episcopalians  and  Puritans  each  sought 
control  to  the  exclusion  of  all  others.  The  term 
"Puritan"  was  applied  in  ridicule  to  all  who  desired 
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to  purify  the  Church  of  Christ,  and  who  were  agreed, 
however  they  differed  as  to  doctrine  and  polity,  in 
their  efforts  to  gain  freedom  of  conscience.  The 
Puritans  asked  Qiieen  Elizabeth,  and  pledged  King 
James  to  make  the  Church  of  England  Presbyterian. 
Through  the  Long  Parliament,  in  1643,  they  bound 
the  nation  by  the  "Solemn  League  and  Covenant," 
and  summoned  the  Westminster  Assembly  to  estab- 
lish "one  form  of  church  government,  one  confession  of 
faith,  one  catechism,  and  one  directory  of  the  worship 
of  God."  The  result,  as  stated  in  Neal's  Histor}-  of 
the  Puritans,  (Vol.  IV.,  p.  269,)  was  that  "the  Pres- 
byterians came  in  possession  of  the  whole  power 
of  England;  the  council  of  state,  the  chief  officers 
of  the  army  and  navy,  and  the  governors  of  the  chief 
forts  and  garrisons  were  theirs;  their  clergy  were  in 
possession  of  both  universities;  and  the  whole  govern- 
ment was  with  the  Presbyterians.""  But  he  adds  that 
they  "were  shy  of  the  Independents;"  and  their  sys- 
tem unexpectedly  found  an  implacable  foe  in  Oliver 
Cromwell.  We  need  not  follow  the  long  strife 
through  the  Protectorate  and  the  Restoration  until 
the  Act  of  Security  was  tinally  passed  in  the  reign  of 
Qiieen  Anne. 

Butnowletus  look  at  Ireland,  that  busy  hive  whence 
so  many  swarms  of  emigrants  have  come  to  America. 
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The  estates  of  Tyrone  and  Tyrconnel  were  forfeited 
to  the  crown  during  the  reign  of  James  the  First, 
including  with  other  lands  what  is  known  as  the  Prov- 
ince of  Ulster,  which  the  King  farmed  out  to  a  set  of 
emigrants  from  Scotland.  It  was  here,  at  a  later  day, 
that  the  siege  of  Londonderry,  and  the  battle  of  the 
Boyne  gained  so  conspicuous  a  place  in  the  annals  of 
freedom.  But  previous  to  that  memorable  siege  and 
battle, 

THE    SCOTCH-IRISH    HAD    HEARD    OF    AMERICA, 

and  obtained  permission  to  plant  a  commonwealth  to 
suit  themselves  in  the  New  World.  Accordingly,  in 
1637,  only  two  years  after  the  founding  of  Newbury, 
they  chartered  a  ship  named  "The  Eagle  Wing," 
and  sailed  from  Carrickfergus,  near  Belfast,  directly 
for  the  Merrimac,  with  Rev.  Robert  Blair  and  Rev. 
John  Livingstone  on  board,  ready  to  establish  on 
these  very  shores  a  full-rigged  system  of  session,  pres- 
bytery and  synod.  The  record  is  that  ""  the  sea 
wrought  and  was  tempestuous,  and  the  storms  of 
heaven  compelled  them  to  return." 

It  cannot  be  denied  that  Presbyterianism  had  a 
stormy  infancy  in  these  colonies.  Seventy  members 
of  the  Westminster  Assembly  formed  a  plan  for  plant- 
ing settlements  in  America;  but  they  were  foiled  by 


FIRST    PRESBYTERIAN    CHURCH. 

civil  war.  The  story  of  the  Pilochie  pilgrims  is 
touching.  They  were  gathered  b}'  Mr.  George  Scott, 
at  his  own  expense,  and  were  double  the  number  of 
those  who  came  in  the  Mayflower.  They  were  of 
high  standing  and  social  worth;  all  Presbyterians, 
with  ministers,  elders  and  deacons;  with  a  cargo  of 
Bibles,  psalm-books  and  copies  of  The  Confession  of 
Faith.  They  set  sail  for  America,  but  were  overtaken 
by  disaster,  and  found  their  last  resting-place  in  the 
ocean's  depths.  The  colony  brought  over  in  1630,  by 
Rev.  Richard  Denton,  was  an  organized  body  of  En- 
glish Presbyterians,  from  Yorkshire.  That  was  ten 
years  after  the  landing  at  Plymouth.  Denton's  col- 
ony settled  first  at  Watertown,  Mass.;  and  then  at 
Weathersfield ;  and  Stamford,  Conn.  In  each  of  those 
places  the  local  opposition  was  too  strong  for  them. 
But  they  held  together,  and  finally,  in  1644,  founded 
a  successful  colony  at  Hempstead,  Long  Island, 
that  still  flourishes  as  the  oldest  Presbyterian  Church 
in  America:  in  which  capacity  they  send  us  a  greet- 
ing, today,  being  just  102  years  older  than  our  church, 
having  celebrated  their  250th  anniversary  two  years 
ago. 

Rev.  Francis  McKemie  has  been  styled  the  father 
of  American  Presbyterianism.  He  brought  a  multi- 
tude over,  beginning  in    1682    who   formed   prosper- 
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ous  churches  in  Maryland,  Virginia,  and  Pennsylva- 
nia, that  were  afterwards  grouped  into  the  "  mother 
Presbytery"  of  Philadelphia. 

A  notable  fleet  of  five  ships  landed  750  passengers 
in  Boston,  in  17 18,  under  the  leadership  of  Rev.  James 
MacGregor.  A  few  of  them  tarried  in  Boston,  join- 
ing with  other  Presbyterians  who  had  been  sent  over 
by  Cromwell  and  Charles  II.,  to  be  sold  as  slaves  till 
they  had  worked  out  the  cost  of  their  transportation. 
These  formed  the  old  Federal  Street  Church,  which 
afterwards  became  Congregational,  and  finall}^,  under 
Dr.  Channing,  Unitarian,  and  the  precursor  of  what  is 
now  the  Arlington  Street  Church.  About  200  others 
attempted  to  settle  at  Worcester;  where  they  also  in- 
troduced "the  Irish  Potato" — for  which  they  de- 
serve a  national  monument.  But  they  had  such  in- 
hospitable treatment  there,  and  at  Andover,  Haver- 
hill, and  elsewhere,  as  actually  drove  them  out  of  the 
region.*  They  joined  their  comrades  who  had  fol- 
lowed the  Rev.  James  MacGregor  to  New  Hampshire, 
where,  in  memor)-  of  the  famous  citadel  of  Ulster, 
they  founded  the  town  of  Londonderry.  This 
was  a  highly  successful  undertaking.     Their  church 


*It  is  stated  in  Lincoln's  History  of  Worcester,  that  the  Scotch-Irish  built  a  church  in  that 
city  in  171S;  but  the  pt'ople  "gathered  by  night,  hewed  down  and  demolished  the  struct- 
ure," and  "persons  of  consideration  and  respectability  aided  in  the  riotous  work." 
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grew  to  number  700  members,  and  ten  distinct  settle- 
ments were  made  by  them;  each  of  which  became  a 
town  of  importance.  It  is  estimated  that  the  Hving 
descendents  from  that  one  colony,  rejected  by  Massa- 
chusetts   now  exceed  50,000  souls. 

The  Scotch-Irish  of  today  are  a  peculiar  people. 
They  are  strono^-bodied,  strono-minded,  and  strong- 
willed;  and  therefore  self-reliant,  industrious,  intelli- 
gent, courageous  to  desperation,  and  faithful  unto 
death.  Their  rugged  energy  is  tempered  by  native 
humor  and  domestic  affection.  They  formed  one 
third  of  the  population  of  Pennsylvania  at  the  time 
of  the  Revolutionary  War;  and  they  gave  direction 
to  the  South-Atlantic  states,  where  their  patriotism 
found  expression  in  the  immortal  burst  of  Patrick 
Henr}',  "Give  me  liberty  or  give  me  death."  The 
Scotch-Irish  of  New  Hampshire,  seventeen  days  be- 
fore the  Declaration  of  Independence  was  made, 
getting  impatient  with  the  delay,  signed  a  compact 
themselves  to  take  up  arms  against  British  usurpation. 
Even  after  that  Declaration  itself  had  been  adopted 
by  Congress,  it  would  not  have  been  signed  but  for 
the  determined  action  of  Rev.  John  Witherspoon,  a 
descendent  of  sturdy  John  Knox.  That  same  Decla- 
ration, as  it  now  exists,  is  in  the  hand-writing  of  a 
Scotch-Irishman,    Charles    Thompson,   secretary   of 
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Congress;  it  was  first  printed  by  another  Scotch- 
Irishman,  Captain  Thomas  Dunlap,  (who  also  started 
the  first  daily  newspaper  in  America;)  and  a  third 
Scotch-Irishman,  Captain  John  Nixon,  of  Philadel- 
phia, first  read  it  to  the  people. 

What  especially  interests  us  now  is  the  fact  that 
these  tyranny-hating,  liberty-loving  people,  who  have 
led  the  van  as  stalwart  champions  of  orthodoxy;  who 
have  always  stood  for  the  Bible,  the  Sabbath  and  the 
Church,  against  every  foe;  are  nearly  all  of  them  Pres- 
byterians, and  form  the  warp  and  woof  of  most  of  the 
churches  now  in  the  Presbytery  of  Boston.* 

But  it  would  be  an  error  to  say  that  the  early  Pres- 
byterians of  New  England  were  all  of  Scotch  or 
Scotch-Irish  ancestry. 

THE    ENGLISH    PURITANS 

were  largely  Presbyterian,  and  we  are  told  in  Mather's 
Magnalia,  that,  of  the  22,000  emigrants  who  came 
over  to  New  England  before  the  year  1640,  and  to 
whom  the  term  "forefathers''  belongs,  no  less  than 
4,000  had  previously  been  Presbyterians  in  England. 
The  first  churches  formed  in  Newbur}-,  Salem,  Boston, 
and  man}'  other  places,  elected  Ruling  Elders,  just  as 


*For  more  full  particulars  as  to  the  Scotch-Irish  in  America,  see  the  reports  made  on 
the  subject  by  Prof.  S.  S.  Green,  before  the  American  Antiquarian  Society,  April  24,  1S95. 
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we  do  now.  Tlie  famous  pliitforms  of  Cambridi^e 
and  Say  brook  were  strong]}'  tinged  b}'  the  ideas  of 
doctrine  and  pobty  that  govern  us  to-day.  In  many 
parishes  the  terms  Congregational  and  Presb\terian 
were  used  indiscriminate!}'.  Tlie  Hartford  Associa- 
tion, in  1799,  affirmed  that  tlie  churches  of  Connec- 
ticut "were  never  managed  after  the  Congregational 
manner,  but  contained  the  essentials  of  the  Presbyte- 
rian Church."  And  the  late  Dr.  II.  M.  Dexter,  the 
Nestor  of  Congregationalism,  used  to  style  the  early 
religion  of  Massachusetts,  a  ''  Congregationalized 
Presbyterianism."  By  this  he  meant  that  the  fathers 
held  to  the  doctrines  and  rules  of  the  Westminster 
Assembly  for  the  local  church. 

The  fact  was  slowly  grasped  by  our  sires  that 
America  is  not  a  congenial  soil  for  any  hierarchy  or 
aristocracy.  Not  even  the  inspired  Hebrew  theoc- 
racy could  be  transplanted  to  these  shores,  although 
the  costly  experiment  was  faithfully  tried.  Knox's 
plan  of  Presbvterianism  made  the  General  Assembly 
the  fountain  of  power,  whence  it  tiowed  graciously 
down  through  the  Synod,  the  Presbytery  and  the 
Session;  and  if  any  drops  tinally  trickled  down  to  the 
private  members  of  the  local  church,  they  ought  to 
be  grateful.  I  say  this  advisedly.  And  yet,  even  in 
the  old  "Form  of  Church-Government,  approved  by 
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the  Church  of  Scothind,"  we  tind  a  signiticant  phrase, 
that  was  destined  to  pla}^  an  important  part  in  the 
histor}^  of  New  England,  and  of  our  own  church  in 
particular.  It  was  this:  ''The  Scripture  doth  hold 
out  a  presbytery  in  a  church T  And  that  was  the 
very  ground  taken  b\'  Thomas  Parker  and  James 
Noyes,  the  first  pastor  and  first  teacher  of  Newbur}-. 
For  that  principle  they  most  earnestly  contended, 
amid  much  controversy  and  opposition.  INIr.  Noyes 
published,  in  London,  a  large  quarto  volume,  entitled 
"The  Temple  Measured,"  in  which  he  explained  and 
advocated  his  views  of  a  ''presbytery  in  a  church." 
Admitting  that  some  of  his  ideas  were  crude,  yet  his 
ground  was  solid  that  "the  church  ought  to  be  a  pat- 
tern of  punctual  order."  He  had  a  glimpse  of  the  true 
American  theor}-,  which  favors  neither  anarchy  nor 
aristocracy,  hierachy  nor  theocracy.  The  word  "pres- 
byter" literall}'  means  an  elder;  hence  the  '"presby- 
ter}'  within  a  church,"  would  mean  a  body  of  elders 
within  a  church;  and  that  would  simply  be  a  session, 
such  as  we  now  have.  And  if  we  go  further,  and 
hold,  in  the  terms  of  the  Scotch  Form  of  Government, 
that  "many  particular  congregations  may  be  under 
one  presbyterial  government,"  we  retain  the  dis- 
tinctly American  idea  by  making  each  local  church 
a  fountain  of  power,  and  granting  each   member  of 
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each  local  church  his  sacred  riii^hts  as  such.  When 
the  members  of  any  local  church  choose  a  session, 
that  act  makes  it  a  Presbyterian  church  ;  even  though 
it  stops  there.  It  is  in  order  lor  the  sessions  of  neigh- 
boring churches  to  form  themselves  voluntarily  into 
a  Presbytery,  and  stop  there  if  they  choose.  Or  the 
Presb3'teries  may  join  to  constitute  a  Synod  or  a  Gen- 
eral Assembly.  Only  remember  that,  according  to 
our  theory,  and  which  we  hold  to  agree  with  the 
Word  of  God,  the  power  should  always  work  upward 
from  the  people  to  the  higher  courts,  instead  of  down- 
ward from  them  to  the  people.  Thus,  as  Dr.  Duffield 
has  admirably  said,  ''American  Presbyterianism 
differs  as  much  from  British  Presbyterianism,  as 
American  liberty  differs  from  British  liberty."' 

The  facts  thus  far  given  help  us  to  comprehend  the 

ORIGIN    OF    THIS    FIRST    PRESBYTERIAN    CHURCH, 

whose  anniversary  we  celebrate.  A  handful  of  dis- 
senters, on  April  7th,  1746,  reverted,  after  the  lapse 
of  a  centur\-,  to  the  plan  sanctioned  b}'  the  Scotch 
Form  of  Government,  and  favored  by  Messrs.  Parker 
and  No\'es,  and  formed  ""a  j")resb\"ter\'  within  a 
church."  And  so  strongly  did  the  idea  take  liold  of 
them  that  we  ma\-  assert  t()-da\'  that,  if  the  Prcsln- 
terv  of  Boston,  or  the   vS\nod   of   New    York,   or   the 
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General  Assembly  of  the  United  States  should  try  to 
force  John  Knox's  plan  upon  this  congregation,  there 
would  be  an  instant  rebellion.  We  honor  the  Scotch 
and  Scotch-Irish,  but  want  it  understood  that  our 
church  has  been  from  the  very  first  the  unique 
product  of  Yankee  Presbyterianism.  But  how  did  it 
come  about? 

The  founders  explained  it  as  a  matter  "  of  both 
choice  and  compulsion."  To  understand  this  we 
must  remember  that,  while  the  Pilgrim  Fathers 
rejected  the  theor}'  that  the  Church  is  to  be  ruled  by 
the  State,  they  went  to  the  opposite  extreme  of  claim- 
ing that  the  State  should  be  evolved  from  the  Church. 
Accordingly  the}-  divided  up  the  region  into  par- 
ishes, forbade  any  man  building  more  than  half  a 
mile  from  the  meeting  house;  allowed  none  but 
church  members  to  vote;  and  made  all  property  tax- 
able for  the  parish.  Brave  Roger  Willams  protested, 
in  1634,  that  "no  one  should  be  bound  to  worship, 
or  to  maintain  worship,  without  his  own  consent." 
That  seems  to  us  just  and  sensible;  but  the  Pilgrim 
Fathers  deemed  it  treason  and  heresy,  and  banished 
the  bold  Baptist  and  his  comrades.  Those  of  his  way  of 
thinking  who  remained  were  cowed   into  submission. 

The  inevitable  result  of  such  despotism  in  the 
name  of  liberty  was  formality,  hypocrisy  and  torpid- 
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ity  of  i\"lii4i()iis  life.  E\  cii  of  the  clci-^y  only  a 
decent  nioralitx-  to^ethei"  with  respectabk'  scholaiship 
was  reciuired  ;  ami  a  publie  profession  of  I'aitli,  on  the 
pai't  of  ehureli  members  was  cbspensed  with.  It  is 
siLi-nitieant  that  at  about  this  time  the  olliee  of  rubn-^' 
elder  fell  into  disuse.  It  was  an  era  fit  for  witch 
trials  and  scandals.  The  word  went  forth  IVom  Re\-. 
Increase  Mather,  the  President  of  Harvard  College, 
that  conscientious  people  would  soon  '' ha\e  to  ^-ather 
churches  out  of  churches."  This  lamentable  declen- 
sion in  piet\'  continued  till  a  reaction  set  in.  of 
which    the    revi\al    at    Northampton    was    the    si^n, 

THE    COMIXC;    OF    WIIITEFIEI.D. 

AmoiiLi'  those  who  heard  of  it  ^ladh'  was  a  Noun^- 
Eni;-lish  evani;-elist,  who  had  alreach'  made  his  mark 
in  the  world,  althou^'h  but  twenty-six  years  of  ai^^e. 
He  was  a  preacher  who  could,  at  any  time  and  any 
where,  collect  in  the  open  air,  an  autlience  of  man\- 
thousands,  without  offering- a  sin^'le  hei^etical  no\  eltw 
He  was  comel}-,  fair,  slender,  elastic  and  of  medium 
heiii'ht.  His  eyes  were  dark  blue,  sli^-htly  cast,  and 
his  countenance  \N'as  reniarkabh"  expressi\e.  His 
voice  was  both  melodious  and  penetratino-,  with  ^reat 
compass  and  power;  so  that,  as  testified  by  l)en. 
Franklin,  it  could  reach  twenty-ti\e  thousand   people 
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at  once.  His  gestures  were  incessant,  3'et  eminently 
graceful,  and  his  hearers  were  wont  to  say  of  him 
that  "  he  preached  like  a  lion."  This  wonderful  ora- 
tor, who  stirred  New  England  as  it  has  never  been 
stirred  by  any  single  voice  before  or  since,  was  the 
Rev.  George  Whitetield.  Let  us  try  to  picture  the 
locality  as  it  appeared  at  the  time  of  his  advent  to 
this  held.  The  town  of  Newbury  then  covered  what 
is  now  Newbur3'port  and  West  Newbur}',  besides 
the  "  Old  Town  "  itself.  The  First  Church  of  New- 
burv,  formed  in  1635,  was  under  the  pastoral  care  of 
the  Rev.  Christopher  Toppan.  He  was  b}'  no  means 
in  S3'mpathy  with  the  revival,  even  carrying  a  whip 
with  him,  as  it  is  alleged,  to  scourge  enthusiasts  from 
the  house  of  prayer.  The  Second  and  Fourth 
churches  were  on  lofty  hills,  two  miles  apart,  in  what 
is  now  West  Newbury;  and  their  pastors  stood  aloof 
from  the  "Great  Awakening."  Qrieen  Anne's  chapel 
on  the  plains,  and  St.  PauTs  Episcopal  church  were 
under  the  care  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Plant,  who  regarded 
what  he  termed  "the  new  scheme  of  Methodism" 
with  great  surprise,  although  his  successor.  Bishop 
Bass,  was  one  of  the  pall-bearers  at  Whiteheld's  fun- 
eral. None  of  these  churches  opened  their  doors  to 
the  greatest  pulpit  orator  of  any  age,  when  he  arrived 
here    in     a     blinding    snow-storm    September    30th, 
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1740.*  An  open  air  mectini;- was  impracticable,  and 
the  Third  Church  was  friendly  to  him  who  was  i-e- 
jected  b\  all  the  others.  Its  pastor,  Re\  .  John  Lowell, 
had  for  his  motto,  "/;/  necessan'is,  iinitas ;  in  non- 
necessariis,  libertas;  in  omnibus^  charitasr  And  in 
the  spirit  of  that  noble  motto  he  welcomed  Whitetield. 
Was  it  a  mere  coincidence  that  the  pulpit  where  the 
latter  preached  his  first  sermon  here  stood  directl}' 
o\'er  a  perennial  spring-  that  still  bubbles  up  from  the 
eternal  rock  r  The  immediate  result  of  the  re\ival 
was  that  one  hundred  and  forty-three  souls  were 
added  to  the  Third  Church  during-  the  next  ei^'hteen 
months;  a  more  remote  result  was  the  formation  of 
our  First  Presbyterian  church;  and  the  i^-rand  total 
for  New  England  was  that  thirty  thousand  persons 
were  converted  under  the  ministry  of  Whitelield, 
Edwards,  the  Tennants  and  kindred  spirits. 

The  Third  Church,  in  1741,  had  three  hundred  and 
tifty-tive  members  and  was  prosperous.  But  causes 
of  tremble  arose,  in  1742.  due  to  itinerants,  whose  ex- 
traordinary measures,  in  Mr.  Lowell's  absence,  led 
him  to  exclude  them.  Everv  man  in  Newbury  stood 
for  or  against  the  ''New  schemers."'  "•New-lights," 
or  "•Joppaites,"  the  latter  name  given  it  is  said  because 


*Xot  September  loth  as  stated  by  both  Williams  and  Coffin;  as  Whitefield  did  not  land 
in  New  England  till  the  I4lh  of  September. 
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tlic\-  met  "  at  tlie  house  of  one  Simon  by  the  sea- 
side;"* though  they  also  met  in  '"Mr.  John  Brown's 
barn,  in  Mr.  Toppan's  parish." 

Thirty  men  with  their  famiHes  withdrew  from  the 
First  Church,  and  thirty-eight  from  the  Third  Church ; 
and  after  a  while  they  built  a  plain  but  ample  chapel 
that  was  finished  Februar}'  15th,  1743,  and  served  as 
our  sanctuary  for  thirteen  years.  It  stood  on  Norfolk 
(now  High)  street,  between  Lime  street  (as  since 
laid  out,)  and  Chandler's  lane,  afterwards  called 
Prison  street,  (because  the  jail  was  on  it,)  then  King- 
street,  and  finall}-  Federal  street.  It  was  in  the 
"Store}-  garden,"  though  the  exact  locality  is  not 
known,  nor  is  any  picture  of  the  edifice  in  existence. 

From  the  day  of  Mr.  Lowell  till  now,  when  what 
was  the  Third  Church  of  Christ  has  become  the 
"First  Religious  Societv,"  or  the  Unitarian  Church, 
it  has  been  the  custom  to  speak  of  "the  Presbyterian 
schism."  We  protest.  The  term  implies  a  division 
without  a  justifiable  cause  and  is  a  term  of  reproach. 
There  certainly  was  a  separation,  and  there  may  have 
been  blame;  but  not  wholly,  nor  mainly,  with  the 
seceders.  Their  alleged  "irregularitv"  found  a  pre- 
cedent in  the  mode  of  withdrawal  by  both  the  Second 
and  Third  churches,  at  the  time  of  their  formation; 
and     their     example     has     been     imitated     b\'    other 
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churches  Cormcd  since  then.  Our  fathers  m;i\-  h;i\e 
en-ed :  but  they  soui^'lit  in  \;iin  Tor  two  \e;irs  for  u 
fair  hearing-  by  a  mutual  council.  And  even  after 
resortini^-  to  an  "'  ex  parte  council,"  which  decided  in 
their  faxor,  they  waited  long-  for  some  recos^nition  of 
what  would  now  be  uni\ersall\-  re^-ardetl  as  their 
sacred  rights.  Meanwhile  they  were  ably  ministered 
to  by  a  youno-  man  from  Byfield,  the  Rev.  Joseph 
Adams,  a  graduate  from  IIar\ard.  He  ser\ed  them 
as  a  "stated  preacher"  for  three  years,  and  merits  last- 
ing remembrance  as  ha\ing  done  pioneer  work  in 
troublous  times,  pa\ing  the  way  for  the  pastors 
whose  names  now  shine  in  letters  of  gold  on 
\-oiir  mural  tablet.  Mr.  Adams  was,  howe\'er,  more 
zealous  than  discreet,  and  by  Mr.  Whitefield's  advice 
the  congregation    sought,    as    their    tirst    pastor,  the 

REV.    JONATHAN    PARSONS. 

Preparatory,  however,  to  this  impc^rtant  step.  the\- 
formed  what  was  termed,  "A  New  Societv  for  the 
Settlement  of  the  Gos]')el  iSIinistry,"'  and  signed  a 
subscription  list  for  that  purpose,  November  2:;.  174V 
The  list  contains  one  hundred  and  two  names,  man\- 
of  wliich  ha\e  come  down  to  this  day  b\-  famih'  de- 
scent: among  them,  the  familiar  names  of  Titcomb, 
Noyes,    Little,  Johnson,  Moody,   Greenleaf,   Brown, 
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Todd,  Coffin,  Crese}-,  Pliimer,  Poor,  Knig-ht,  Knapp, 
Bayley.  Saft'ord,  Pettingell,  Lunt,  Hale,  Goodwin, 
and  others.  Prominence  should  be  given  here  to 
Mr.  John  Brown,  who  was  chosen  as  church  clerk, 
and  Mr.  Ralph  Cross,  who  has  been  styled  ''  the 
founder  of  this  church."  These  and  other  faithful 
helpers,  male  and  female,  gave  of  their  time  and 
mone}'  to  promote  this  enterprise,  and  without  them 
it  would  not  ha\'e  succeeded. 

Nineteen  separatists  from  the  First  Church  signed 
a  mutual  covenant,  Januarv  3rd,  1746,  agreeing  to 
'•  walk  together  as  a  Church  of  Christ,  according  to 
the  rules  and  order  of  the  Gospel.''  Four  da3's  later 
they  called  Mr.  Parsons,  who  had  for  some  time  been 
laboring  at  L^-me,  Conn.  They  were  publicly 
warned  against  this  step,  on  the  ground  that  he  had 
been  formerly  lax  in  theology,  and  had  renounced 
the  Saybrook  platform.  But  inquir}'  showed  that, 
though  once  lax,  he  was  now  staunch  in  the  faith;  and 
that  his  reason  for  discarding  the  Saybrook  platform 
was  because  it  allowed  civil  interference  with  eccle- 
siastical matters.      Hence  they  went  ahead. 

A  council  for  installation  was  out  of  the  question 
because  the  churches  of  the  vicinity  did  not  recog- 
nize them  in  fellowship.  The  so-called  "  Irish  Pres- 
byter\-,"  which  had  existed  for  several  years,  was   in 
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ruins;  and  thc\"  litcralh'  obeyed  the  instruction  of  the 
Scotch  Form  of  G()\  crnmcnt,  that  while  "no  sin^'le 
con^'rc^'ation  tliat  can  con\  enientl\'  associate,  do  as- 
sume to  itsell'  all  and  sole  power  in  ordination;'"  \et 
'*  in  extraordinarx'  cases.  somethiuL;"  exti"aoi"dinai"\'  ma\' 
be  done,  until  a  settled  order  nia\-  be  had,"  That 
was  good  Presbyterianism  by  the  only  recei\ed 
standard.  Hence,  on  March  19,  174^,  Mr.  Paisons 
stood  before  his  tlock,  with  uplifted  hand  antl  said: 
''In  the  presence  of  God  and  these  witnesses,  I  take  this 
people  to  be  my  people."  And  theii  thev  arose,  and 
the  clerk  said  on  their  behalf:  ''In  the  j-)resence  of 
God  and  these  witnesses  we  take  this  man  to  be  our 
minister."  It  was  strictly  "by  the  book;''  ^et  was 
like  a  Qiiaker  marriage  for  simplicity  and  solemnity; 
and  the  imion  thus  formed  lasted  till  it  was  ended  by 
death. 

Meanwhile,  and  in  a  manner  almost  as  independent, 
three  ministers  and  three  ruling  elders,  being  con- 
\ened  on  their  own  motion  at  Londonderr\-,  X.  II., 
April  i6th,  1745,  had  decided  to  constitute  them- 
selves as  a  Presb\tery,  "to  act  so  far  as  their  circum- 
stances wcjuld  permit  them,  etc."  Two  of  these  min- 
isters, namely,  Rew  John  Moorehead,  of  Boston,  and 
Rev.  David  MaeCiregor,  of  Londonderry  had  been 
suspended  from  the  so-called  "Irish    Presbytery,"   on 
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account  of  their  zeal  in  espousing  the  cause  of 
Mr.  Whitetield.  The  third  minister,  Rev.  Robert 
Abercrombie,  of  Pelham,  Mass.,  was  of  the  same 
wav  of  thinking,  having  just  been  ordained  by  a 
council,  consisting  of  Messrs.  Moorehead,  MacGregor, 
Jonathan  Edwards  and  others.  Our  church  was  in 
sympathy  with  this  movement,  and  voted,  April  5th, 
1746,  to  unite  with  it;  and  accordingly,  two  days 
later,  namely,  on  April  7th,  1746,  they  completed 
their  organization  by  electing  six  ruling  elders  to  act 
as  a  Session.  On  the  9th  of  June  the  seceders  from 
the  Third  Church  asked  for  admission  without  creden- 
tials, and  the}'  were  received  on  the  i6th  of  October. 
It  is  not  strange  that  we  hesitated  a  while  before 
joining  the  new  Presbytery  of  Boston,  made  up  as  it 
was  of  the  fragments  of  its  predecessor,  and  consti- 
tuted by  its  own  order.  But  it  was  linally  done,  Oc- 
tober 4th,  1748,  with  certain  "reserved  rights."  As 
a  good  deal  has  been  said  about  these  conditions,  we 
may  add  that  they  were  simply  these:  (i.)  That  the 
Presbyter}'  should  satisfy  us  as  to  its  coming  off  from 
the  former  one;*  (2.)  That  they  should  reall}'  wish 
to  receive  this  church;  (3.)  That  ''they  make  no 
difficulty  about    our  choosing  our  elders  annualh," 


*The   first   Presbytery   of  I.ontlonJurry,   thouyli    nioiihuml,   did   not   actually   become 
extinct  by  depletion  till  a  later  date.     Hence  the  propriety  of  this  inquiry. 
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(the  custom  elsewhere'  beiii^'  to  elect  tlieni  for  life;) 
(4.)'rh;it  they  do  not  biiul  us  respectiiii;-  the  form  of 
adniinisteriuL:- aiul  i\-cei\  iuLi"  the  sacraments:  and  (^.) 
That  they  "  acccjn  the  ^^Tcat  doctrines  of  Grace,  as 
contained  in  tlie  Westminster  Confession  of  Faith 
and  Catechisms."  These  conditions  \vei"e  made  In  a 
vote  of  this  church,  September  15,  174H;  and  were 
unanimously  agreed  to  b\   the  PreslnterN-. 

It  may  be  added  that,  in  1802.  during-  Dr.  Dana's 
ministry,  this  church  unanimousl\-  Noted  to  adopt  the 
constitution  and  form  of  go\crnment  of  the  General 
Assembly  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  in  the  United 
States  of  America,  '*  reserNin*;-  onl\-  its  established 
practice  of  electino-  its  elders  annualh." 

The  record  reads  that  we  joined  the  Presb\terv 
''both  by  choice  and  by  compulsion."  The  latter 
phrase  refers  to  the  fact  that  there  was  no  other  wa\' 
of  escaping-  the  double  taxation  then  sanctioned  b\' 
colonial  law.  The  First  and  Third  parishes  insisted 
that  we  were  a  "misj^-uided  band:"  that  what  we 
called  '"conscience."  was  but  "a\'ai"ice:"  that  we  had 
no  ri_L;-ht  to  exist.  A  parchment  \ellow  with  a^-e  is 
extant,  beini;-  an  authentic  copy  of  our  petition  to 
"'The  Kiny-'s  Most  Excellent  Majest\- "  relating-  that 
Presbyterians  were  unjustly  forced,  in  addition  to 
supporting-     their     own     minister,    to    pa\-    "  for    the 
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support  of  ministers  on  whose  ministry  the}-  cannot 
in  conscience  attend;"  and  that,  upon  refusal  to  pay 
such  unjust  taxes,  "honest  and  peaceable  men  have 
been  hauled  awa}-  to  prison,  to  their  great  hurt  and 
damage;"  and  praving  for  "equal  liberty  of  con- 
science in  worshipping  God"  that  had  already  been 
granted  to  others. 

As  it  has  been  doubted  if  this  petition  signed  by 
Jonathan  Greenleaf,  Ralph  Cross  and  others,  was  ever 
sent  to  the  King,  let  me  say  that  I  find  in  a  letter  by 
Rev.  Mr.  Parsons  himself  the  statement  that  Mr. 
Partridge  was  their  "agent  before  the  King  in 
Council,"  in  the  matter  of  showing  this  petition.  In 
this  same  letter,  which  was  written  in  1749  to  Col. 
Elisha  Williams,  then  in  London,  Mr.  Parsons  says 
of  his  flock,  that  they  are  not  "a  wild,  friekish  people," 
but  a\()id  "an  apish  sort  of  religion;"  tliat  they  are 
honest  and  industrious,  with  some  wealthy  members, 
but  '"with  more  poor  widows  than  all  the  other  con- 
gregations in  town  put  together,"  "  left  so  by  the 
death  of  their  husbands  in  the  Cape  Breton  expe- 
dition." Yet  he  complains  that,  for  refusing  to  pay 
taxes  to  ministers  on  whose  ministr\-  the^'  never  at- 
tended, they  were  "dragged  about  upon  the  ground," 
''dressed  up  in  bear-skins  and  worried,"  wxre  thrown 
upon  carts,  hauled  through  the  streets,  and  imprisoned 
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with  a  "Lie  there  till  you  ha\  c  j^aid  the  utmost 
TarthiiiL;-."  He  uri^-es  Col.  Williams  to  use  his  iii- 
tiuenee  with  His  Majesty  and  to  assure  him  that  he 
has  no  more  dutiful  and  loyal  subjects  than  "those 
who  are  trampled  on  in  the  manner  related." 

These  efforts  broui^ht  only  sli^-ht  relief;  and  it  was 
not  till  1773,  or  thirt}-  years  after  beginning- to  worship 
on  High  street,  tliat,  by  an  act  of  the  General  Court, 
they  were  put  on  a  footing  with  other  denominations. 
Thus  a  century  from  the  landing  of  the  ''Hector"  at 
the  mouth  of  the  Merrimac,  with  a  colony  led  b\- 
those  pioneer  Presbyterians,  Parker  and  Noycs,  ex- 
pressly ''to  enjoy  the  free  exercise  of  their  religion," 
was  that  priceless  libert}-  secured  for  their  descend- 
ants. And  even  then  it  took  some  time  to  enforce 
the  right  granted  by  law,  as  appears  from  the  record 
in  our  Parish  book,  in  1786:  ''Voted,  to  defend  those 
in  Newbury  who  are  taxed  there  that  belong  to  this 
church."  And  Newbur}-  did  not  formally  concede 
our  rights  till  1795.  That  was  more  than  fift\-  \-ears 
after  our  withdrawal  I  Such  persistent  and  opjires- 
sive  coercion  can  only  be  explained  on  the  ground 
that,  while  Congregationalists,  Episcopalians,  Baptists 
and  Quakers  had  rights,  Presbyterians  had  none;  and 
indeed  had  no  ri^iit  to  be  Presb\terians  at  all  I 
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Wliat  wonder  that  "the  low  and  vulgar"  dared  to 
revile  Whitefield  and  Parsons,  and  pelt  them  with 
stones,  clods  and  other  missies,  as  they  walked  these 
streets,  and  even  as  they  entered  the  doors  of  this 
sanctuary.  It  is  hard  to  realize  these  facts;  and  they 
can  be  accounted  for  onl}-  on  the  theory  that  the  Con- 
gregational fathers,  while  claiming  the  right  to 
worship  God  in  their  own  wa}-,  were  by  no  means 
willing  to  accord  that  right  to  others  who  were  not  of 
their  way  of  thinking.* 

After  all,  the  infant  church  moulded  by  Jonathan 
Parsons  and  George  Whitetield,  thrived  on  persecu- 
tion and  unmixed  orthodoxy.  The  pastorate  of  Mr. 
Parsons  spanned  thirty  3ears.  He  was  peculiarly 
fitted  for  his  place  and  work.     Eminently  scholarly 


*Certain  dates  may  here  be  given.  Newburyport  was  incorporated  in  1764.  The  First 
Presbyterian  society,  though  formed  in  1745,  and  gaining  recognition  by  legislative  acts 
in  1752  and  1770,  was  not  made  a  distinct  corporation  with  legal  power  to  tax  pews  and 
estates,  till  the  act  passed  by  the  Legislature,  Feb.  22,  1794.  According  to  Rev.  Mr. 
Williams  (Hist.  Account,  page  zS,)  the  First  Presbyterian  Church  was  incorporated  in 
1815;  adding  in  a  note,  "A  copy  of  the  act  of  incorporation  of  this  Church  may  be  found 
upon  the  record."  The  first  Baptist  church  in  the  Bay  colony  w^as  formed  in  1664;  the 
first  Episcopal  church  in  16S6;  a  Society  of  Friends  gained  recognition  in  1710;  the  first 
Roman  Catholic  church  in  the  colony  was  formed  in  1789;  the  first  Methodist  Episcopal 
in  1795.  King's  Chapel,  Boston,  became  Unitarian  in  17S5,  previous  to  which  the  law  re- 
garded it  as  blasphemy  to  deny  the  doctrine  of  the  Trinity.  The  very  first  Presbyterian 
meeting  house  built  in  New  England  was  in  Boston  in  1716,  by  French  Huguenots,  who 
had  for  some  years  been  allowed  to  worship  in  the  school  house  on  School  street.  They 
disbanded  in  174S,  and  contrary  to  agreement  their  house  was  sold  to  the  Roman  Catholics 
in  1785.  Peter  Fanueil,  Esq.,  who  built  the  famous  hall  that  bears  his  name,  and  gave  it 
to  the  town,  is  said  to  have  belonged  to  that  Huguenot  congregation. 
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and  niainlainini;-  a  corrcspoiuloncc  with  Icadiii*]^  men 
of  this  and  other  hinds,  lie  was  also  a  i"er\  itl  rexival- 
ist  and  a  man  of  affairs:  eholerie  and  passionate,  lie 
was  e\  er  swift  to  make  amencLs;  fond  of  fine  elotlies, 
ruffled  shirt  i'ronts  and  i;()kl  hice  i;;dore,  he  was  also 
dexotedh'  pious  and  wonderCullN-  prevalent  in  |')ra3'er; 
with  a  beauty  of  faee  almost  feminine  in  loveliness,  as 
we  may  judg'e  by  his  portrait,  his  blue  e^'cs  were 
piereino-  and  his  expression  eommandin^-,  while  his 
voiee  was  luider  admirable  eontrol  for  majestie,  per- 
suasi\e  or  pathetie  etfeets  as  oeeasion  might  require: 
as  a  wliole  a  reuiarkable  combination  of  contrasted 
characteristics.  i  C?*i  '^'^'^v' 

No  wonder  that  Whitetield  loved  him!  Y()u  all 
know  the  story  of  the  great  evangelist's  departure. 
After  a  month  of"  unexauijiled  labors  he  sought  the 
house  of  his  friend,  the  next  but  one  to  our  meeting- 
house, and  after  evening  pra\ers  he  found  the  street 
crowded  with  people  who  wanted  to  hear  him  preacli. 
He  halted  on  the  stairwa\',  candle  in  hand,  on  the 
wa}'  to  what  proved  to  be  his  dying-chamber  and 
ceased  not  to  exhort  theui  with  tearful  e3'es  till  his 
candle  burned  away  and  went  out  in  its  socket.  At 
six  o'clock  the  next  morning,  Sunda\',  Sept.  30,  1770, 
he  entered  Ileaxen.  He  was  at  his  own  request, 
buried  beneath  the  pulpit  of  this  church,  where  it  had 
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been  his  intention  to  preach  the  very  day  of  his  death. 

An  immense  concourse  attended  his  funeral ;  harbor 
guns  were  fired,  tlags  hung-  at  half-mast,  and  thrice 
all  the  bells  were  tolled  for  half-an-hour.  Whitetield 
was  buried  '"  in  gown,  cassock,  bands  and  wig," 
though  these  relics  vanished  long  ago.  Near  him  in 
the  crypt  rests  Mr.  Parsons,  who  died  in  1776,  the 
very  dav  the  Declaration  of  Independence  arrived 
here.  There  too  lies  Rev.  Joseph  Prince,  the  inti- 
mate friend  of  Whitetield  and  Parsons.  He  often 
preached  in  this  house,  and  was  admired  for  his 
wonderful  gifts,  as  well  as  pitied  for  his  blindness. 
For  a  number  of  years  his  sermons  averaged  ten  a 
week,  and  he  visited  all  parts  of  New  England,  New 
York  and  New  Jersey,  but  linally  held  several  suc- 
cessive pastorates,  in  which  he  was  greatly  blessed. 
I  ha\e  heard  it  said  tliat  he  was  childless,  but  it  is  a 
mistake;  he  was  married  and  had  twelve  sons  and 
one  daughter.  Mr.  Miu'ray  preached  his  funeral 
sermon,  after  which  the  bodv  was  laid  in  the  crypt. 
But  when  Murray  himself  died  he  refused  to  be 
buried  there.  Hence  it  has  been  left  altogether  to 
the  three  friends,  AVhitetield,  Parsons  and  Prince. 

The  cenotaph  near  by  was  erected  by  Hon.  William 
Bartlett,  after  a  design  by  Strickland,  executed  by 
Struthers;  and  the  inscription,   that   has   since   been 
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reverently  read  by  so  many  thonsands,  was  by  Pro- 
fessor Ebenezer  Porter,  D.  D.,  of  Andover  Seminary. 
(So  stated  in  Belcher's  Biograph\-  of  Whitefield, 
P-  443-) 

REV.     JOHN    Mil-!  KAY. 

There  could  hardl}'  be  a  stronger  contrast  than  that 
between  the  Rev.  Jonathan  Parsons  and  his  successor. 
Mr.  Murray  was  born  at  Antrim,  Ireland,  May  22, 
1742,  and  was  graduated  with  honor  from  tlie  Uni- 
versity of  Edinburgh,  at  a  ver}-  earl}-  age.  He 
entered  the  gospel  ministry  when  onh'  eighteen  years 
of  age;  but  an  irregularit}-  about  his  certiticate  of 
licensure  embittered  and  limited  an  otherwise  noble 
life.  He  came  to  America  in  1763,  and  after  visiting 
New  York  and  other  places,  he  was  ordained  as  Rev. 
Gilbert  Tennant's  successor  over  the  Second  Presby- 
terian church  in  Philadelphia.  The  people  of  Booth- 
bay,  Maine,  urged  a  call  upon  him  so  strongly  that, 
notwithstanding  his  brilliant  success  at  Philadelphia 
and  the  unattractive  nature  of  Boothbay,  where  there 
had  never  been  either  church  or  minister,  he  accepted 
their  offer,  and  gathered  a  church  said  to  have  been 
the  largest  in  the  State.  His  popularity  was  very 
great.  Wherever  he  went  he  drew  such  crowds  that, 
at  times  the  meeting-house  had  to  be  "  shored  up '' 
to  prevent  its  being  rent  asunder. 
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Mr.  Murra}-  ardently  espoused  the  patriotic  side  of 
the  Revolutionary  War,  was  a  member,  and  for  a 
time  president  of  the  provincial  Congress,  and  several 
anecdotes  are  recorded  of  his  courage.  The  British 
fleet  pilfered  from  his  parishioners,  and  remonstrances 
were  in  vain.  Then  ^Murray  donned  his  big  wig, 
bands  and  gown,  went  aboard  the  flag-ship  and  read 
the  Commodore  such  a  philippic  as  ended  the  contro- 
versy. But  later  a  price  of  Ave  hundred  guineas  was 
set  on  his  head  by  the  British  Government.  This 
peril  had  its  influence  in  making  him  yield  to  the  re- 
peated overtures  that  had  already  come  to  him  from 
Newburyport.  An  eflbrt  had  been  made  in  1769  to 
get  him  as  Mr.  Parsons'  colleague.  But  the  Booth- 
bay  men  refused  to  give  him  up,  though  recog- 
nizing our  people  as  the  "patrons  and  friends  of 
oppressed  truth  in  the  worst  of  times"  and  nobh- 
struggling  through  ''a  torrent  of  persecution.'" 

Messrs.  Moorehead  and  Parsons  disagreed  as  to 
Mr.  ^Nlurra}-;  which  was  the  beginning  of  a  strife 
that  parted  brethren,  and  hindered  the  formation 
of  the  Synod  of  New  England.  Undoubted!  v  Mr. 
Parsons  was  in  the  right,  and  he  was  so  regarded  by 
the  Presbytery.  He  had  written  to  England  and 
satisfied  himself  that  aside  from  early  irregularities 
fully    atoned   for,  the   charges   against   Murray   were 
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oToiindlcss.  One  clTcct  (»t  this  coiitrox'crsx-  was  tlie 
creation  of  tlie  Presbytery  ol'thc  Eastward,  June  27, 
1771,  of  whieh  Murray  was  "tlie  father  and  \itali/ino- 
tbree."  The  SniiocI  fornietl  four  years  hiter,  and 
histini;-  only  six  years,  aimed  to  cover  all  New 
England  and  to  come  into  association  with  existing 
syn(Hls  in  other  parts  of  the  country;  but  it  was 
launched  in  troifolous  times  and  failed  of  its  praise- 
woi'thy  purpose.  It  was  really  but  a  continuation  of 
the  old  Presb^'tery  of  Boston,  subdi\ided  into  three 
presbNteries  of  Londonderry,  Palmer  and  Salem, 
which  latter  presbyter}-  became  its  legal  successor.* 
Unfortunately  the  synod  rejected   the    Presbytery   of 


♦The  following  dates  will  be  found  at  least  approximately  correct :  The  first  Presbytery 
of  Londonderry,  or  the  so-called  "Irish  Presbytery,"  was  formed  in  1729  and  expired  in 
17S1.  It  held  tenaciously  to  the  Scotch  forms  and  customs.  The  first  Presbytery  of 
Boston  lasted  from  1745  to  1776,  when  it  practically  became  the  Synod  of  Xew  England, 
turned  again,  in  17S2,  into  the  Presbytery  of  Salem  that  lasted  till  1791.  The  life  of  the 
Presbytery  of  the  Eastward  was  from  1771  to  1794.  The  Presbytery  of  Grafton,  including 
mainly  New  Hampshire  churches,  was  from  1775  to  1815.  In  1794  the  new  Presbytery  of 
Londonderry  was  formed,  that  absorbed  the  Presbytery  of  the  Eastward,  and  lasted  till 
1S70.  The  Presbytery  of  Newburyport  was  organized  in  1S26,  and  maintained  a  separate 
existence  till  1847,  when  it  joined  the  Presbytery  of  Londonderry.  This  latter  name,  was 
changed,  by  act  of  the  General  Assembly,  in  1871,  to  the  Presbytery  of  Boston;  which  at 
this  time  includes  forty -two  churches  and  sixty -two  ministers,  and  covers  all  New  England, 
except  Connecticut.  As  nearly  as  can  be  determined  amid  this  tangled  complication,  the 
First  Presbyterian  Church  of  Newburyport,  which  joined  the  Presbytery  of  Boston,  Oct. 
4.  1748,  remained  in  it  till  its  expansion  into  Ihe  .Synod  of  New  England  in  1776;  then 
probably  joined  the  Presbytery  of  the  Eastward,  with  which  it  was  identified  till  1793; 
then  in  the  Prcsliytery  of  Londonderry  from  1794  to  1825;  in  the  Presbytery  of  Newbury- 
port from  182610  1S47:  in  that  of  Londonderry  again  from  1848  to  1870;  since  when  it  has 
been  in  the  Presbytery  of  Boston.  Forty  graduates  of  Andovcr  Seminary  were  ordained 
by  the  Presbylery  of  Newburyport. 
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the  Eastward,  which  also  seems  to  have  caused  our 
church  to  stand  aloof;  although  this  is  not  easy  of 
proof  as  no  records  remain  of  the  three  presb3^teries 
named  above.  I  judge  that  our  church,  after  waver- 
ing awhile,  cast  in  its  lot  with  the  Presbyter}'  of  the 
Eastward,  as  I  tind  a  record  of  that  bod3''s  meeting 
here,  although  our  name  does  not  appear  on  the  roll 
of  its  churches. 

After  Mr.  Parsons'  death  came  a  drear}-  vacancy 
for  five  years,  and  then  they  made  another  and  a  suc- 
cessful call  for  Mr.  Murray.  His  translation  hither, 
in  1781,  made  Newburyport  ''the  Banner  Church  of 
the  Presbytery."  It  was  no  calumny  to  style  the 
closing  days  of  the  Revolutionary  War  "the  worst  of 
times,"  if  we  may  judge  from  the  statements  made  in 
an  odd  little  duodecimo  with  the  peculiar  title: 
"Bath-Kol,"  meaning  the  "daugliter  of  a  voice,"  or 
"a  voice  from  the  wilderness."  It  was  further  de- 
scribed as  "an  humble  attempt  to  support  the  sinking- 
truths  of  God  against  some  of  the  principal  errors 
raging  at  this  time.'"  Whattliose  raging  errors  were, 
we  are  informed  in  tlie  vivid  pictures  drawn  of 
pre\aleiit  atheism,  deism,  heres}-,  Sabbath-bi-eaking, 
blasphem\-,  intemperance  and  gross  immoralit}'  and 
dishonesty.  The  book  was  from  the  pen  of  Parson 
Murray,  but  it  was  publisiied  by  the  authority  of  the 
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Presb3'tery  of  the  Eastward,  with  an  exhortation  to 
special  measures  of  reform. 

One  way  insisted  on  was  a  faithful  visitation  of 
every  family  in  ever}-  parish,  not  only  by  the  pastors 
but  also  by  the  elders.  The  list  of  heart-searching 
questions  prepared  for  such  visits  by  Mr.  Murray 
were  such  as  would  hardly  now  be  tolerated,  and  yet 
they  must  have  been  fruitful  of  great  good  at  the 
time.  Their  aim  was  to  heal  divisions,  promote  fam- 
ily piety,  give  instruction  in  the  Bible  and  the 
catechism,  and  to  secure  the  early  conversion  of 
children.  As  a  result  of  such  tidelity  this  church 
was  saved  at  a  crisis  when  many  larger  ones  went 
down  in  disgrace  and  obscurity. 

Murray's  oratory  was  powerful,  and  his  published 
sermons  are  master-pieces  of  colonial  eloquence. 
He  never  preached  less  than  an  hour,  and  often  ex- 
ceeded two  hours;  yet  held  his  hearers  so  that  they 
could  not  leave,  even  lettinir  the  Thankscriving  dinner 
spoil,  rather  than  lose  any  of  his  fervid  words. 

But  finally  a  divided  sentiment  arose  by  the  advent 
of  a  missionary  from  Lady  Fluntingdon's  school,  the 
Rev.  Charles  W.  Milton,  who,  at  Mr.  Murray's  own 
suggestion,  was  temporarily  employed  as  his  assistant 
during  a  period  of  ill-health  in  1791,  and  who  so 
captivated  a  part  of  the  congregation  that  they  with- 
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drew.  Judicial  process  followed  with  the  approval 
of  the  Presbyter}';  and  on  the  next  sacramental 
Sabbath,  Parson  Murray  publicly  ''fenced  the  table" 
against  the  "covenant-breakers,"  as  he  stj'led  them. 
The  latter,  after  worshiping  awhile  in  a  private 
house,  the  building  now  known  as  13  Milk  street,  or- 
ganized as  the  "Independent  Calvinistic  Society,"  with 
Mr.  Milton  as  pastor,  and  with  a  body  of  ruling  elders 
as  a  session.  Legally  they  became  the  "  Fourth  Relig- 
ious Society,"  or  as  it  is  popularly  known,  the  Prospect 
Street  Congregational  Church. 

REV.    DANIEL    DANA,    D.    D. 

Still  another  division  shortly  ensued  over  the  set- 
tlement of  Mr.  Murray's  successor,  the  Rev.  Daniel 
Dana,  D.  D.,  in  June,  1794.  The  remonstrants, 
thirty-three  in  number,  retired  without  a  regular  dis- 
mission, and  set  up  a  Second  Presbyterian  Church, 
which  was  duly  organized  by  the  Londonderry 
Presbytery,  October  29,  1795.  Their  ground  of  dissat- 
isfaction, remonstrance,  and  ultimately  of  withdrawal, 
was  the  notion  that  Dr.  Dana  was  theologically 
unsound;  when  in  reality  he  was  as  tirni  as  the  Rock 
of  Gibraltar.  With  them  went  most  of  the  Session, 
the  clerk,  the  treasurer,  the  funds,  and  the  records — 
the  latter  however  being  restored   after   man}-  years. 


FIRST     I'RESr.YTKRIAN    CHI   RCII. 

Here  it  may  be  stated,  f(jr  the  honor  of  religion, 
that  "  healins^:  acts"  were  subsequently  passed  con- 
cerning all  the  schisms  by  wliich  the  Church  of  Christ 
had  been  torn  in  this  community.  Kcv.  Leonard 
W'ithington  took  great  pains  to  etiect  an  amicable 
settlement  of  all  the  difficulties  between  the  First 
Church  of  Newbury  and  the  First  Presbyterian 
Church;  which  was  done  by  mutual  conference  and 
unanimous  resolutions  passed  b}-  both  bodies,  October 
17,  1816.  The  censures  that  our  own  church  had 
felt  obliged  to  lay  on  those  who  withdrew  irregularly 
to  form  the  Prospect  Street  Church  and  the  Sec- 
ond Presbyterian  Church,  were  lifted  after  time  had 
somewhat  softened  the  asperities  of  the  separation. 
And  now,  at  this  late  day,  and  amid  the  festivities  of 
this  anniversary,  comes  the  graceful  action  taken 
officially  by  the  Third  Church,  (the  First  Religious 
Society),  recognizing  us  as  ^''7'ectus  in  ecclesia^ 
Thus  peace  at  last  prevails  between  the  mother 
churches  and  sister  churches  of  our  beloved  city, 
and  long  may  it  continue! 

Concerning  matters  of  controversy  it  should  be 
remembered,  however,  that  the  fathers  tbughl  i'oi- 
cherished  principles.  Theirs  were  earnest  souls;  and 
"Calvinism,"  "  Pelagianism,"  "  Arminianism,"  "So- 
cinianism,"  and  "  Arianism,"  were  s(j  man\-  war-cries 
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of  battles  that  had  to  be  fought.  Then  again,  laws 
framed  for  the  right  became  by  perversion  weapons 
of  oppression.  Discontented  members  found  it  hard 
to  get  satisfaction,  dismission,  or  exemption  from 
legal  liabilities.  One  after  another  the  various  de- 
nominations wrenched  from  the  courts  that  verv 
right  for  which  the  War  of  the  Revolution  was 
fought,  namely,  exemption  from  taxation  without 
representation.  And  we  think  they  did  well  to  make 
peace  with  each  other,  on  all  hands,  after  the  dust 
and  smoke  of  battle  had  cleared  awa}'.  And  the 
same  may  be  said  of  other  controversies  that  were 
inevitable  in  a  formative  state  of  societv. 

So  far  as  Dr.  Dana  was  concerned,  the  singular 
misunderstanding  as  to  his  orthodox}'  probably  arose 
from  the  high  degree  of  literar}'  finish  with  which  he 
clothed  the  rugged  old  Calvinistic  truths.  Men  ac- 
customed to  harsher  ways  of  expression  did  not  at 
first  understand  his  suavity,  nor  see  that  he  was  their 
champion.  They  saw  this  so  clearly  at  a  later  day,  as 
to  induce  them  to  call  him  to  serve,  for  twenty  years, 
as  pastor  of  the  identical  body  that  had  originally 
withdrawn  on  his  account. 

Dr.  Dana  was  a  forcible  preacher,  a  clear  expounder 
of  the  Word,  a  sympathetic  pastor,  an  authority 
on  the    classics    and    polite    literature,    and    withal    a 
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keen  eontroversialist.  The  latter  was  an  en\  iable 
gift  at  a  time  when,  as  Dr.  Vermilye  remarks,  ''The 
town  was  an  epitome  of  New  Enghmd.  Seareel\- 
any  two  ehurches  maintained  communion  with  each 
other;  and  ot  six  ministers  of  near  denominational 
complexion,  no  two  agreed  in  theology."  FIar\  ard 
College  had  drifted  away  from  its  motto,  "  Christo  et 
Ecclesiae'^^  and  there  was  a  demand  for  an  orthodox 
theological  seminary.  The  Calvinistic  host  was 
divided  between  those  who  held  to  the  unmixed 
teachings  of  Geneva,  and  those  whose  views  had 
been  moditied  by  Hopkins  and  others  of  his  school. 
Both  wings  started  simultaneously  theological  simi- 
naries  in  Essex  county,  that  were  coalesced  into 
Andover  Seminar\-;  and  their  compromise  creed  was 
what  is  now  popularh'  known  as  ''Orthodoxy."  in  dis- 
tinction from  so-called  "Liberal  Christianity."  Dr. 
Dana  was  from  the  tirst  a  trustee  of  Ando\"er,  and 
fought  hard  to  keep  the  seminary  sound  in  the  faith.  I 
spare  you  the  details  of  the  controversy  between  Dana 
and  Woods;  but  it  shows  that  Old  Andover,  as  well 
as  New  Andover,  was  a  ''storm  centre." 

Dr.  Dana  was  greath- interested  in  Sunday  schools. 
Probably  the  first  Sunday  school  in  America  was 
started  at  Roxbur\-,  in  1674,  but  it  was  short-lived  and 
we  barel V  know  of  its  existence.    The  first  to  be  ori^an- 
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ized  in  a  purely  religious  and  voluntar}-  form  was 
started  by  Rev.  Robert  Steele,  a  pioneer  Presbyte- 
rian of  Pittsburgh,  in  1800.  The  first  two  of  that 
kind  in  Massachusetts  were  started  here  under  Dr. 
Dana's  ministry,  and  by  members  of  this  church. 
One  formed  in  1814,  in  our  former  chapel  on  Beck 
street,  was  under  the  direction  of  Miss  Ann  Wheel- 
wright, with  Miss  Dolly  Greenleaf,  and  Miss  Eliza 
Gould  as  assistants.  The  other  school,  though  held 
in  the  chapel  of  the  North  Congregational  Church, 
was  organized  by  Miss  Phoebe  Harrod,  a  member  of 
the  Old  South  Church,  with  the  help  of  the  Misses 
Farnham  and  Carter.  The  first  public  address  made 
on  the  subject  was  by  Dr.  Dana  before  eight  hundred 
children  and  3'outh  gathered  b}'  the  "  Newburyport 
Sabbath  School  and  Tract  Society,"  which  dates 
from  November  23,  181 7,  and  whose  neatly  kept 
records  are  in  our  Pastoral  Librarv.  The  First 
Religious  Society  withdrew  from  the  union  in  1824, 
and  others  at  a  later  day,  the  society  being  disbanded 
in  1835.  This  organization,  it  will  be  observed,  ante- 
dated by  several  years,  the  national  societies  started 
at  New  York  and  Philadelphia,  in  creating  which 
our  local  society  had  an  important  share. 

The  fact  is  also   memorable  that  some  of  the  first 
missionaries  sent  out  by  the   American   Board   were 
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ordainctl  in  our  cluirch.  Tlic  first  live,  Newell. 
Judson,  Hall,  Nott  and  Rice  were  set  apart  in  the 
Tabernacle  of  Salem,  (which  originally  belonged  to 
the  Presbytery  of  Salem;)  but  the  second  set,  namely, 
Samuel  |.  Mills,  James  Richards,  Edward  Warren, 
Benjamin  C.  Meigs,  Horatio  Bardwell  and  Daniel 
Poor,  were  ordained  in  the  First  Presbyterian  Church 
of  Newburyport,  and  Dr.  Dana  gave  them  their  ordi- 
nation charge.  Dr.  Cornelius  preached  a  missionary 
sermon  here  the  next  3'ear,  and  took  a  collection  of 
$230.  which  he  said  was  the  largest  single  otlering 
that  had  thus  far  been  made  to  the  cause  of  missions. 
Dr.  Dana  was  among  the  promoters  of  the  Merrimac 
Bible  Society,  the  Merrimac  Humane  Society,  the 
Female  Charitable  Society,  and  other  benevolent 
associations. 

In  1820  Dr.  Dana  accepted  a  call  to  the  presidency 
of  Dartmouth  College.  Subsequently  he  served  the 
church  at  Londonderry  for  four  or  hve  years,  and 
then  returned  to  this  city  as  pastor  for  twenty  years 
of  the  Second  Presbyterian  Church.  His  remains 
repose  in  the  Oak  Hill  Cemetery,  and  his  memor}-  is 
fragrant  in  our  hearts.  His  published  discourses 
were  numerous  and  constitute  a  valuable  part  of  the 
religious  literature  of  New  England. 
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RE\'.    SAMUEL    P.    WILLIAMS. 

After  Dr.  Dana's  departure  a  unanimous  call  was 
given,  in  1821,  to  Rev.  Samuel  P.  Williams,  whose 
ministry  was  ended  by  death  in  1826.  He  was  born 
at  Weatherstield,  Conn,,  in  1779,  and  sprang  from  a 
distinguished  ancestr\'.  He  was  moreover  a  preco- 
cious youth,  being  graduated  with  honor  from  Yale 
College  at  the  earl}^  age  of  17  years.  For  some  time 
he  was  a  merchant.  But  after  his  conversion,  in 
1803,  he  studied  theology  with  president  Dwight,  and 
also  with  Dr.  Howard,  of  Springfield,  with  whom  he 
was  invited  to  act  as  a  colleague-pastor.  He  decided, 
however,  to  accept  a  call  to  Mansfield,  with  the 
understanding  that  he  should  be  silent  as  to  the  Uni- 
tarian controversy.  But  after  two  years  of  such 
silence  he  felt  impelled  to  try  to  convince  his  people 
of  the  Deity  of  Christ,  with  the  result  that  after  a 
long  struggle,  his  ministry  was  closed  in  that  place. 
Yet  the  fact  should  be  noted,  as  a  proof  of  his  dili- 
gence, that  during  those  ten  years  Mr,  Williams 
preached  nine  hundred  sermons.  Pardon  me  for  also 
mentioning  the  fact  that  my  great-grand-parents 
were  among  his  parishioners  in  Mansfield,  and  helped 
him  fight  his  battles  for  orthodox}'. 

The  impression  left  in  Newburyport  is  that  Mr. 
Williams    was    a    strong,    pungent    and    even    blunt 
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picacher,  pK)iiohiiig  tlie  tallow  ticld  from  wiiich 
others  were  to  reap  a  rieh  harvest.  Yet  others  testify 
that  his  burniiiij;-  words  were  spoken  with  a  melodious 
\()ice,  and  with  sueh  a  profusion  of  illustrations  as  to 
win  those  whom  .mother  might  have  repelled.  He 
bought  no  man's  friendship  by  deeeit;  nor  did  he 
ever  sereen  his  own  faults  by  hypocrisy.  lie  was 
mighty  in  the  Scriptures,  and  had  many  souls  given 
him  as  seals  of  his  ministry.  Ilis  perfect  transpar- 
ency of  character  convinced  even  scoffers  that  he 
was  sincere.  He  might  wisely  have  been  more 
suave  and  flexible,  without  sacrificing  the  truth;  but 
we  cannot  withhold  our  tribute  of  respect  from  a 
man  who  was  so  determined  to  purge  the  church  of 
all  dross  and  to  make  it  shine  as  pure  gold* 

His  last  sickness  was  lingering  and  painful,  but  he 
"died  in  the  harness.''  His  fidelity  to  duty  made 
him  continue  to  preach  even  when  his  bodily  feeble- 
ness obliired  him  to  deliver  his  messasfe  while  sittino- 
in  a  chair  instead  of  standing  in  the  pulpit.  Thus  he 
gave  his  final  sermon  on  Thanksgiving  Day,  1826; 
and  it  is  significant  that  his  topic  was  ''The  Value  of 


*The  last  exchange  of  pulpits  between  the  Presbyterian  and  Unitarian  ministers  here 
was  in  1S23,  when  Mr.  Williams,  in  an  exchange  with  Mr.  Andrews,  took  advantage  ol 
the  occasion  to  preach  a  strong  Trinitarian  sermon  that  led  to  a  sharp  controversy.  It 
maybe  doubted,  however,  if  the  First  Religious  Society  became  decided  in  its  stand  until 
the  days  of  Mr.  Fox,  who  sought  for  a  middle  ground  between  Calvinism  and  Farkerism. 
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Life."  Even  in  that  hour  the  seal  of  death  was  on 
his  brow,  and  within  a  month  he  died,  triumphant  in 
the  faith  to  which  he  had  been  so  steadfast  and  loyal. 
When  Dr.  Withington  broke  the  news  to  him  that 
he  was  soon  to  die,  Mr.  Williams  said:  "I  trust  in 
my  Savior  alone;  the  purposes  of  God  are  right,  and 
I  have  no  wish  to  alter  them."  That  impressive  tes- 
timony was  characteristic  of  the  man. 

THE    PASTORATES    OF    DRS.   PROUDFIT  AND    STEARNS 

belong  to  the  domain  to  be  traversed  b}'  another. 
But  a  few  words  may  not  be  amiss  here.  Both  men 
had  many  friends  and  deserved  them.  Dr.  Proudtit 
was  born  at  Salem,  N.  Y.,  in  1803,  and  graduated  at 
Union,  in  1821.  He  was  distinguished  as  a  classical 
scholar,  a  fine  writer,  abounding  in  delightful  thoughts 
apt  to  be  absorbed  in  his  meditations  but  when  aroused 
excelled  in  conversation,  and  was  an  excellent  pastor. 
His  friends  styled  him  "  the  beloved  John." 

A  grand  enterprise  was  undertaken  early  in  the 
ministry  of  Dr.  Proudfit,  being  nothing  less  than  the 
erection  of  a  "Monumental  Temple,'"  in  honor  of 
Whiteheld.  Subscriptions  amounting  to  several 
thousand  dollars  were  obtained,  and  the  pastor  was 
to  solicit  the  remainder  in  England.  lUit  for  some 
reason  tlic  project  did  not  meet  with  due   cncourage- 
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ment.  Next  it  was  \"{)tcd  to  build  a  brick  church  on 
the  site  of  this  editice.  But  it  was  tinally  concluded 
to  let  the  old  meetin<>-house  stand,  only  repairing  and 
modernizing  it  to  some  degree.  This  was  done  in 
1829;  and  again  and  still  further  in  1S56.  There 
was  a  proviso  that  if  this  was  done  "the  ]")r()}")rietors 
should  sell  all  their  right  and  title  to  the  Societw'"' 

A  plan  of  the  old  meeting-house,  as  it  ajipcared 
before  these  alterations  were  made,  is  to  be  seen  hang- 
ing on  the  wall  of  our  chapel,  and  it  has  some  unique 
features.  When  erected  it  was  said  to  be  the  largest 
church  building  in  New  England;  and  the  parish 
at  one  time  included  two  thousand  souls.  The 
frame-work  of  the  structure  was  of  white  oak  from 
the  farms  of  the  members.  The  wrought  iron  nails 
came  from  England,  The  raising  took  three  da\s, 
on  which  occasion  Rev.  John  Moorehead  of  Boston 
preached.  It  was  lirst  occupied  regularly  for  worship 
in  August,  1756;  and  the  next  week  the  chapel  on 
High  street  w^as  taken  down.  The  plan  shows  the 
audience  room  to  have  been  larger  than  it  is  now,  be- 
ing ninety  feet  long  bv  sixt3'-three  feet  broad,  with 
towers  at  each  end,  making  the  entire  length  one  hun- 
dred and  twenty-four  feet.  The  front  door  was  on 
School  street,  from  which  a  broad  aisle  ran  to  the  pul- 
pit,   which   was   then   on  the  East    side.      Two    other 
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narrower  ones  ran  from  East  to  West,  and  t^^•e  from 
North  to  South.  There  were  one  hundred  and  fort}- 
square  pews  with  seats  all  around  and  a  chair  in  the 
middle.  These  seats  were  on  hinges,  which  were 
lifted  during  prayers  and  dropped  with  a  loud  noise 
at  the  "Amen."  The  Elders'  pew  was  in  front  of 
the  pulpit,  with  the  seat  for  the  Deacons  in  front  of 
that  and  lower  down.  The  seat  for  the  sexton  was 
at  the  side  of  the  pulpit,  whence  he  could  conven- 
iently hand  his  regular  batch  of  notices  to  the  pastor. 
The  tvthing-men  occupied  rear  seats  and  carried 
their  official  rods,  (still  kept  as  relics)  whereby  to 
strike  the  rebellious  youth  with  awe.  Special  seats 
were  set  apart  for  the  negroes.  A  huge  canopy,  or 
sounding-board  was  hung  b}'  iron  rods  from  the  attic 
and  over-shadowed  the  pulpit  and  official  pews. 
The  stairways  to  the  three  broad  galleries  were  in  the 
towers;  and  at  one  time  a  public  librar}'  was  kept  in 
one  of  the  towers.  As  long  ago  as  1767  the  parish 
\oted  to  "put  in  seats  for  ye  singers"  in  the  galler}'; 
and  two  years  later  the}'  voted  to  make  "additional 
seats  for  ye  singing  women." 

FACTS  FROM  THE  OLD  RECORDS. 

Some  curious  things  have  been  unearthed  trom  the 
records   of  the   parisli,   and  other    sources,    and    the 
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mine  is  by  no  means  exhausted.  The  ser\  ice  of 
sacred  praise  was  long  a  fruitful  subject  of  contention 
in  colonial  New  England.  The  Scotch  churches 
used  what  is  known  as  Rouse's  Version  of  the  Psalms 
of  David;  while  the  Congregational  churches  mainly- 
used  "The  Bay  State  Version"  made  by  Elliot, 
Mather  and  Weld.  This  church,  however,  from  the 
first  preferred  the  version  made  by  Dr.  Isaac  Watts, 
and  afterwards  enlarged  by  Dr.  Worcester  of  Salem, 
into  what  was  known  as  '"Watts  and  Select."  The 
Presbytery  contented  itself  with  recommending  this 
version  "as  well  adapted  to  the  New  Testament 
Church,'"  which  w^as  more  judicious  than  it  might 
have  been  to  try  to  compel  churches  to  adopt  Watts 
in  preference  to  Rouse.  The  custom  at  first  was  to 
"deacon  the  hymn,''  that  is  to  have  a  precentor  lead, 
first  reading  two  lines,  the  congregation  following  as 
best  thev  might,  everybody  singing  whether  in  tune 
or  out  of  tune.  At  Londonderry,  as  late  as  1802,  an 
article  in  the  annual  warrant  was  "to  see  if  the  Parish 
will  agree  to  have  the  singing  carried  on  in  future 
without  reading  the  line."  It  was  referred  to  the 
Session,  which  formed  a  choir,  who  on  the  next 
Sunday  rode  right  over  the  precentor  as  he  vainly 
strove  to  maintain  his  ancient  rig^hts. 
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In  our  parish  the  better  wa}-  was  chosen,  in  1807, 
of  making  a  liberal  appropriation  "for  a  singing 
school  for  the  benefit  of  the  church  ''  previous  to 
which  it  is  said  that  a  few  old  tunes  had  to  do  service 
on  all  occasions,  twisted  in  every  imaginable  way. 
Dr.  Dana  did  much  to  improve  the  church  music.  In 
his  day  the  singing  was  led  by  Mr.  William  Woods, 
who  was  also  helped  by  the  clarionet  and  violoncello. 
Dr.  Dana  preached  and  lectured  on  sacred  music  and 
helped  to  organize  a  musical  society  for  the  ]\Ierrimac 
valley.  In  1833  the  parish  purchased  a  pipe  organ 
which  has  long  been  regarded  as  one  of  the  best  in 
the  region.  A  well-worn  copy  of  the  "Revival  Mel- 
odies" has  been  handed  me  b}'  one  of  our  oldest 
members,  with  the  assurance  that  it  was  used  at  early 
evangelistic  meetings,  and  caused  excitement  as  an 
innovation.  It  contained  such  melodies  as  ''The 
Morning  Light  is  Breaking;"  "I  Would  Not  Live 
Alway;"  "O  Turn  Ye,  O  Turn  Ye;"  "When  Shall 
We  Meet  Again?"  and  similar  songs  that  tlien  had 
the  charm  of  novelty. 

For  seventy  years  those  who  crowded  this  church 
depended  on  foot-stoves  altogether  for  warmth  in 
winter;  while  the  minister  preached  in  his  ample 
cloak,  and  wore  ofloves  with  a  fino^er  and  thumb  cut 
ort'  to  enable  him  the  better  to  turn   the  leaves.     A 
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liiw  was  made  allowing  the  sexton  twcnt}-  eents  for 
each  foot-stove  that  he  had  to  till  before  serviee  and 
remove  afterwards.  A  great  sensation  was  made  in 
1 8 19  by  the  introduction  of  wood  stoves  at  an  outla}- 
of  $100,  The  first  dav  thev  were  in  place  the  people 
were  so  overcome  that  some  of  them  fainted  away 
and  were  carried  out  of  the  house;  but  they  revived 
on  learning  that  as  yet  no  fires  had  been  kindled  in 
the  new  stoves.  The  doors  of  the  stoves  opened 
into  the  ample  vestibule,  where  the  custom  continued 
of  ranging  the  many  tbot-stoves  in  a  wide  circle  to 
be  filled  with  live  coals  from  the  stove.  In  1856  coal 
stoves  replaced  the  wood-stoves;  and  when  these 
had  burned  out,  furnaces  were  introduced  in  1868, 
although  b}'  some  a  preference  was  shown  for  steam- 
heat. 

In  1810  the  land  adjoining  the  meeting-house  was 
bought,  on  which  a  chapel  was  erected  at  the  cost  of 
$300.  This  was  the  old  brick  chapel  on  Beck  street, 
where  the  first  Sunday  School  was  started  in  18 14. 
The  building  was  sold  to  the  Roman  Catholics  and 
removed  to  Charles  street  in  1843,  thus  becoming  the 
birthplace  of  that  organization  which  has  since  grown 
to  such  size  by  the  influx  of  elements  favorable  to  its 
tenets.  A  new  chapel  was  built  by  us  in  1843,  front- 
ing   on    School   street.      It  was  afterwards  enlarged 
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and  joined  with  tlie  main  edifice  by  connecting  halls. 
A  memorial  class-room  was  added  in  1885,  at  the 
instance  of  the  late  Dr.  Frank  A.  Hale,  who  was  at 
that  time  the  Sunday  School  Superintendent. 

It  was  in  this  chapel  that  a  church  was  organized 
in  connection  with  the  labors  of  Rev.  John  W.  Em- 
erson, a  member  of  our  church,  and  a  graduate  from 
Amherst  College  and  Princeton  Seminary.  That 
was  January  ist,  1850,  and  at  the  evening  services, 
held  in  the  main  room,  there  was  a  i^reat  conofregation. 
This  youngest  daughter  of  the  First  Presbyterian 
Church — I  think  we  may  greet  her  as  such,  although 
many  members  were  drawn  from  another  church — 
took  the  name  of  the  Whitefield  Church.  This  has 
often  caused  confusion  in  the  minds  of  strangers, 
who  naturally  expect  to  find  the  relics  of  the  great 
evangelist  where  his  name  is  found. 

THE    CULMINATIOrvT    OF    OUR    CHURCH. 

It  is  no  disparagement  to  the  congregation  of  to- 
day for  us  to  concede  that  thus  far  in  its  history  our 
church  reached  its  high  water  mark  during  the  pas- 
torates of  Drs,  Stearns,  Vermil3'e  and  Richardson, 
that  is  during  the  period  of  thirty-three  years  between 
1835  and  1868.  By  agreement  with  our  beloved 
guest,  Dr.  Vermilye  this  field  is  to  be  left  for  him  to 
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cover  in  his  reminiscences.  For  tlie  same  reason  I 
deny  m\self'  the  pleasure  ol"  <;"i\"in<i-  man\-  of  tlujse 
personal  anecdotes  and  bits  of  romance  and  humor 
that  add  t'ra<iTance  and  spice  to  the  otherwise  dry 
details  of  history.  I  must  also  for  other  reasons  for- 
bear from  entering-  the  wide  range  of  collateral 
histor\",  concerning  the  civic,  mercantile,  commei"cial, 
political  and  educational  career  of  our  beautiful  cit\' 
by  the  sea;  in  all  which  our  fathers  shared  like  true 
men  of  enterprise,  loyal  citizens  and  brave  soldiers, 
but  which  belongs  to  the  general  history  of  the  com- 
munity, rather  than  to  any  one  congregation. 

I  knew  Dr.  Stearns  personally,  and  loved  him,  as 
a  bo\-  might  love  the  life-long  friend  of  his  father. 
The  two  men  were  always  intimate  and  interchanged 
visits;  and  no  other  minister  whom  I  ever  saw  left 
so  vivid  an  impression  of  pure,  spiritual  loveliness,  as 
was  left  on  me  by  Dr.  Stearns,  that  saintly  man  of 
God.  After  a  fruitful  and  happ\-  pastorate  of  fourteen 
3'ears  he  resigned  to  accept  a  call  to  the  Fourth  Pres- 
b3-terian  Church  of  Newark,  N.  J.  At  one  time  he 
was  the  Moderator  of  the  General  Assembl}-.  and 
enjoyed  many  other  merited  honors.  His  address  at 
the  consecration  of  Oak  Hill  Cemetery,  and  his 
centennial  address  in  1846,  were  models  of  clearness, 
elegance  and  pathos. 
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Of  the  seventh  pastor.  Dr.  Vermilye,  it  might  be 
more  easy  to  speak  were  he  not  by  my  side.  There 
is  no  need  of  our  praising-  his  ability  as  a  minister  of 
the  Word,  his  loyalty  as  a  ehampion  of  the  truth, 
his  vigilance  as  a  pastor,  his  urbanity  and  culture  as 
a  christian  gentleman,  for  all  this  is  already  and 
widely  known.  His  ministry  here  had  a  somewhat 
stormy  beginning  because  a  faction  was  determined 
to  change  the  ancient  constitution  of  the  church. 
But  when  that  question  had  been  settled  the  clouds 
cleared  awa}-,  and  no  pastor  ever  succeeded  better  in 
winning  and  keeping  the  affection  of  his  flock,  or  in 
extending  a  beneflcent  influence  beyond  its  limits. 
We  admire,  honor  and  love  this  eminent  servant  of 
Christ,  and  pra\-  that  many  happy  3ears  ma}-  be 
added  to  his  earthlv  life  before  he  enters  on  his 
heavenly  reward. 

Many  of  the  most  imp(utant  improvements  in  the 
appearance  of  the  meeting-house  were  made  during 
his  pastorate;  especially  the  substitution  of  the  long- 
windows  for  those  smaller  ones  that  made  the  build- 
ing look  like  a  two-story  structure;  and  tlie  elegant 
frescoing  on  tlie  walls  and  ceiling  that  so  man\- 
visitors  have  admired.  It  is  to  his  fondness  for  his- 
torical research  that  we  are  indebted  for  much  \  al- 
uable  material  that  else  might  ha\  e  been  lost  forever. 
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l^ndoi-  the  niinistr\-  ot'  Rev.  I-iichard  II.  l-^ichardson 
thiscluirch  lost  none  of  its  former  prestig-e  and  intlii- 
enee.  Those  were  the  palmy  days  when  ''a  sea-cjiptain 
sat  at  the  end  oi'  e^■e^3'  pew  down  the  broad  aisle,"' 
and  when  men  were  fortunate  who  eouldseeurea  pew 
anywhere  in  the  sanctuar}-.  Dr.  Richardson  came 
here  after  a  varied  ministry  in  Chicago,  Rochester 
and  elsewhere;  and  wlien  he  left  this  field,  in  1868, 
it  was  to  accept  a  call  to  an  imp(;rtant  charge  in 
Trenton,  X.  J.,  where  he  spent  twenty  years  of  active 
and  honorable  service.  His  later  \ears  were  spent 
in  literary  pursuits,  particularly  as  one  of  the  editors 
of  the  "Standard  English  Dictionary/'  His  death 
took  place  in  1892;  and  his  remains  rest  in  our  beau- 
tiful Oak  Hill  Cemetery.  The  storv  oi'  his  life  ma\'  be 
found,  together  with  numerous  tributes  from  appre- 
ciative friends,  in  an  exquisite  memorial  \-olume  ]-)re- 
pared  as  a  labor  of  lo\e  by  one  who  knew  and  1()\  ed 
him  best.  His  ardor  as  a  patriot,  brilliancy  as  a  pulpit 
orator,  sympathy-  and  generosity  as  a  pastoi".  and 
diligence  as  a  scholar,  combined  to  make  him  a  man 
wideh"  known  and  uni\ersalh-  beloxed. 

THE    LATER     PASTORS. 

The  Rev.  Charles  S.  Durfee,  b(;rn  at  South  Ded- 
ham,  in   1844,  graduated  from  Williams  College   and 
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Hartford  Seminary,  came  to  this  pastorate  as  his  first 
settlement,  and  after  four  years  of  faithful  ministry 
accepted  a  call  to  Tro}-,  N.  Y.  Subsequent  labors 
were  at  Geneseo,  Liverpool  and  East  Bloomheld, 
where  he  died,  December  24,  1887,  lamented  by  his 
man}'' friends.  His  memorial  by  Rev.  S.  A.  Freeman, 
speaks  of  him  as  "a  Puritan  of  Puritan  stock,  with  a 
Puritan's  keen  discernment  of  right  and  wrong,  the 
Puritan's  strong  attachment  to  the  right  as  he  saw  it, 
and  the  Puritan's  intense  aversion  to  whatever  he  be- 
lieved to  be  wrong,  whether  in  himself  or  others,  in 
public  or  in  private  life."  It  cannot  be  denied  that 
his  out-spoken  frankness  excited  antagonism  from 
which  he  might  otherwise  have  been  spared.  He 
was  a  hrm  champion  of  righteous  reform;  his  last 
public  act  was  to  vote  the  Prohibition  ticket;  and 
his  d3'ing  charge  to  his  sons  was  that  the}^  should  do 
their  full  share  in  what  he  regarded  as  the  great 
struggle  between  the  kingdom  of  Christ  and  of 
Satan.  Yet  the  testimon}-  of  his  co-laborers  was 
that  he  was  determined  everywhere  and  at  all  haz- 
ards to  "preach  Jesus  Christ,  and  him  crucified." 

We  have  so  recently  and  in  the  most  public  man- 
ner observed  the  obsequies  of  Rev.  William  Newell, 
Jr.,  who  followed  Mr.  Durfee,  as  to  make  it  hardly 
necessary   for   me  now   to   do   more  than    to   remind 
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vou  of  wliat  was  then  said  as  to  his  excellent  cjuali- 
ties  as  a  man  and  a  minister.  His  pastorate  extended 
from  May,  1874,  to  June  1880,  when  waning-  health 
made  it  necessary  for  him  to  seek  a  lorei^n  clime, 
and  his  remaining-  work  in  life  was  done  amid  the 
American  students  in  l^u'is,  France.  The  prime 
aim  of  his  ministr\-  here  and  elsewhere  was  to  win 
souls;  and  in  that  work  he  was  eminentl}'  successful, 
lie  was  welcome  everywhere,  among-  the  most  re- 
lined  and  the  roughest;  fond  of  the  sea  and  a  favorite 
with  fishermen;  generous  to  the  poor,  and  systematic 
in  his  liberality;  eminently  Scriptural  in  his  sermons, 
and  always  aiming  at  immediate  results,  it  is  not  to 
be  wondered  at  that  he  gathered  many  converts.  He 
showed  rare  tact  in  dealing  with  the  U'pes  of  charac- 
ter found  in  this  unique  community.  He  was  one  of 
the  promoters,  if  not  among  the  founders  of  the 
Young  Men's  Christian  Association  here.*  And  in- 
deed it  is  not  too  much  to  sav  that  his  zeal   cost  him 


*The  Young  Men's  Christian  Association  in  Xewburyport  was  originally  started  under 
Dr.  Richardson's  pastorate,  with  Philip  H.  Lunt,  president,  James  Horton,  secretary,  and 
George  H.  Stevens,  treasurer.  It  was  formed  mainly  for  evangelistic  work,  and  had  its 
head-quarters  in  the  second  story  of  13  Market  Square.  It  was  re-organized,  in  its  present 
form,  during  Mr.  Newi-U's  ministry,  March  31,  1S74,  and  held  its  meetings  in  the  same 
locality.  There  was  a  long  break,  between  1^77  and  1S83,  when  it  took  a  new  lease  of  life 
with  Dr.  F".  A.  Hale  as  president,  and  Alexander  Dixon  as  vice-president.  From  that 
time  to  this  it  has  had  a  course  of  uninterrupted  activity.  Infixing  dates  hy  the  above 
pastorates  it  is  not  meant  to  claim  any  more  than  belongs  to  us  as  sharers  in  a  work  that 
concerned  the  religious  public  generally. 
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his  health  jind  shortened  a  pastorate  that  his  people 
would  have  gladly  prolonged.  His  mantle  has  fallen 
on  his  three  sons,  who  are  consecrated  to  the  Gospel 
ministr}'.  The  entire  period  of  Mr.  Newell's  labors 
in  Paris  covered  sixteen  years.  At  tirst  he  was 
active  in  the  McCall  Mission,  but  afterwards  he  min- 
istered in  St.  Luke's  Episcopal  Chapel,  better  known 
as  the  ''Students'  Church"  which  was  built  up  by  his 
agency  in  the  Latin  Qiiarter,  where  his  funeral  took 
place,  and  whence  his  remains  were  carried  to  repose 
in  Montparnasse  cemetery. 

His  successor  here  was  Rev.  Charles  C.  Wallace, 
D.  D.,  who  was  installed  in  1881,  and  resigned  in 
1888.  Dr.  Wallace  was  decidedly  a  New  York 
man.  He  was  born  in  that  city  June  3,  1832;  was 
a  graduate  of  the  New  York  University,  and  of  Union 
Seminar}-;  was  ordained  by  the  Third  Presbytery  of 
New  York;  received  his  honorary  doctorate  from 
Rutgers  College;  held  three  pastorates  in  the  State 
of  New  York  before  coming  to  Newburyport,  be- 
sides one  in  New  Jersey,  and  one  in  California;  and 
twice  he  had  the  honor  of  serving  as  the  Moderator 
of  the  Synod  of  New  York.  Dr.  Wallace  was  an 
earnest  worker  in  the  ministry,  a  staunch  defender 
of  orthodoxy,  and  held  tenaciously  to  his  convictions 
on  every  subject.      He  was  a  frequent  writer   for  the 
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religious  journals  and  magazines,  and  several  of 
his  sermons  appeared  in  pamphlet  form.  His  his- 
tory of  Prcsbyterianism  in  New  England,  still 
in  manuseript,  is  unquestionably  the  most  complete 
work  of  the  kind  yet  prepared,  and  through  the  kind- 
ness of  his  family  it  has  been  freely  consulted  in  the 
preparation  of  this  discourse.  Dr.  Wallace's  health 
failed  about  the  time  that  he  left  here,  and  he  died, 
December  22,  1889,  at  Westtield,  N.  J.  His  family 
reside  at  Newbury,  Vermont. 

Next  came  the  Rev.  Brevard  D.  Sinclair,  a  native 
of  Charlotte,  N.  C,  who  began  public  life  as  a 
lawyer,  but  after  a  few  years  decided  to  enter  the 
ministry.  Accordingly  he  studied  theology  at  Alle- 
gheny and  at  Princeton,  being  graduated  from  the 
latter  Seminary  in  1887.  He  preached  for  two  years 
at  Fowlerville,  N.  Y.,  and  then  accepted  a  call  to 
Newburyport,  where  he  was  installed  May  i,  1889. 
He  resigned  in  1892,  and  went  to  the  Pacilic  coast, 
where  he  was  employed  in  ministerial  work  first  at 
Seattle,  Wash.,  and  afterward  at  Placerville,  Cal. 
His  marked  personality,  social  qualities,  orthodoxy, 
magnetic  power  and  ability  in  the  pulpit  have  been 
generally  recognized.  His  career  here,  however,  is 
so  recent  as  hardly  to  need,  as  3'et,  to  be  traced  by 
the  pen  of  history. 
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A  few  facts  may  now  be  given  concerning  his  suc- 
cessor without  infringing  on  propriety,  in  order  to 
complete  this  historical  survey  of  pastorates.  The 
present  pastor  took  his  academic  course  at  Wabash  Col- 
lege and  his  diploma  in  theology  from  Lane  Seminary. 
His  original  purpose  was  to  spend  his  life  in  scien- 
tific pursuits,  and  he  has  the  distinction  of  belong- 
ing to  several  of  the  national  scientific  societies.  But 
the  strong  sweep  of  God's  loving  providence  carried 
him  into  the  active  work  of  the  Gospel  ministry. 
Among  his  later  charges  previous  to  coming  here 
were  those  at  New  Haven,  Minneapolis  and  Bridge- 
port. He  preached  his  first  sermon  in  Newburyport 
on  the  1 8th  of  December,  1892,  and  occasion- 
ally supplied  the  pulpit  during  the  Winter.  He  was 
duly  installed.  May  9,  1893,  by  the  presbytery  of 
Boston.  It  must  be  left  for  some  other  hand  to  sum 
up  the  final  results  of  the  work  thus  begun.  My 
heart  bids  me  testify  to  the  loyalty  and  fidelity  of  the 
people  among  whom  my  lot  has  now  been  cast.  ^lay 
the  God  of  our  Fathers,  who  has  brought  us  safely 
thus  far,  help  us,  as  people  and  pastor,  to  make  the 
current  history  worthy  in  every  way  of  that  which 
has  already  been  recorded. 
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A  grateful  tribute,  however  brief,  should  be  paid 
to  the  rank  and  file  of  the  sacramental  host,  of  wliom 
those  whose  names  are  blazoned  on  yon  mural  tablet 
were  but  the  standard  bearers.  Wliat  could  the  latter 
ha\"e  done  without  the  aid  of  the  noble  army  of 
godly  men  and  women  who  followed  their  leadership? 
Every  faithful  member  of  this  church  has  done  his 
part  in  making  up  its  history.  Selecting  a  single  in- 
stance from  the  many  that  might  be  cited,  how 
indispensable,  in  the  early  days,  was  such  a  man  as 
Ralph  Cross.  He  served  as  a  Ruling  Elder  here  for 
forty-one  years,  besides  holding  several  other  offices 
in  Church  and  Parish.  He  gave  generously  toward 
the  building  of  the  sanctuary-  and  the  support  of  the 
Gospel.  It  is  said  that  he  actually  boarded  the  first 
pastor  gratuitously  for  three  years.  It  was  he  who 
gave  the  old  "Whitefield  Bible"  that  was  used  in  this 
pulpit  until  it  was  laid  aside  for  the  more  modern 
one  presented  by  Elder  Moses  Pettingell,  when  the 
older  copy  was  reverently  laid  amid  the  treasures  of 
the  societ}-.  This  reminds  me  to  say  that  the  usual 
Puritan  custom  was  to  refrain  froin  the  public  reading 
of  the  Scriptures,  which  was  not  allowed  in  the  Third 
Parish  till  1750,  nor  in  the  First  till  1769;   but  in  our 
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public  services  the  Word  of  God  was  always  read. 
And  what  is  known  as  King  James' version  is  the 
one  that  has  always  been  in  use;  although  in  the 
elegant  chapel  Bible  recently  given  by  the  late  Miss 
Phoebe  Harrod,  both  the  old  and  new  versions  ap- 
pear— the  latter  being  regarded  simply  as  a  commen- 
tary on  the  former. 

In  1862  Mr.  Moody  Cook  delivered  a  Genealogical 
Address  giving  a  history  of  the  parishioners  and 
founders  of  this  Church  from  1745,  with  the  names 
of  their  then  living  descendants  in  the  parish;  to 
which  you  are  referred  for  many  of  those  particulars 
that  we  would  gladly  make  room  for  here  were  it 
practicable.  I  wish  we  might  call  the  long  roll  of 
ruling  elders,  deacons,  committee-men,  treasurers 
and  collectors,  choristers  and  organists,  tithing-men 
and  sextons,  Sunday-school  officers  and  teachers, 
who  have  done  so  nobly  towards  maintaining  the  vi- 
tality and  energy  of  this  society. 

The  entire  church  membership,  from  the  begin- 
ning has  been  exactly  eighteen  hundred  and  seven, 
omitting  duplicates.  That  may  not  represent  a  rapid 
growth;  but  it  is  substantial  and  stands  for  an  aver- 
age addition  of  one  new  name  a  month  from  the  first 
until  now.  More  names  might  have  been  added  had 
not  our  standard  been  high   and  our  discipline    strict 

66 


FIRS'l'    I'RESUYTIJRIAN    CHURCH. 

Tlicn  remember  the  faet  that  this  ehureh  has  thrice 
swarmed;  thus  earryino-  away  from  our  bounds  sev- 
eral hundreds  who  mioht  liave  otherwise  stayed  in 
our  communion;  and  althou^li  we  love  them  we  miss 
them  numerically  and  in  every  way.  Ours  would 
probabh-  be  todav  the  largest  church  in  the  common- 
wealth, could  we  only  have  held  on  to  what  rightly 
belonged  to  us.  Then  again,  many  of  our  younger 
people  have  gone  to  seek  their  fortunes  in  the  \W'St, 
or  the  South,  or  in  larger  Eastern  cities  than  this. 
It  is  likewise  a  painful  fact  that  death  has.  of  late, 
sadly  thinned  the  ranks  of  our  older  members.  When 
I  came  here  there  were,  by  count,  fifty  parishioners 
who  were  over  seventy  years  of  age;  and  such  saints 
on  earth  are  rapidly  nearing  Heaven. 

Our  total  living  membership  today  is  two  hundred 
and  seventy  souls;  and  our  Sunday-school,  including 
all  departments,  has  about  the  same  number  enrolled. 
Many  others  worship  with  us  whose  friendship  and 
co-operation  we  \  alue,  and  yet  who  have  not  entered 
into  covenant  with  us.  We  have  fiourishing  Christ- 
ian Endeavor  societies,  both  senior  and  junior;  our 
Ladies'  J^oard  of  Missions  is  vigorous  and  useful  ; 
the  Whitefield  Circle  cares  for  the  chapel  building; 
the  Greenleaf  Circle  makes  a  specialty  of  sending 
boxes  to    home    missionaries  and  the  Freedmen;  the 
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Ladies'  and  Gentlemen's  Association  takes  care  of 
the  parsonage;  our  regular  Female  Prayer-meeting 
has  been  kept  alive  for  one  hundred  and  fifty  years ;  we 
contribute  to  all  the  benevolent  boards  of  the  denom- 
ination and  take  a  commendable  interest  in  many 
outside  religious  causes.  The  parish  property  is 
estimated  at  $30,000,  and  we  are  free  from  debt. 
We  know  not  what  the  Lord  ma}'  have  in  store  for 
us  as  a  congregation;  but  we  feel  sure  that  we  may 
have  a  future  equal  to,  if  different  from,  our  favored 
past;  provided  that  we  have  the  wisdom,  tact  and 
grace  to  adapt  ourselves  to  our  modified  circum- 
stances. We  do  this  in  secular  matters,  and  why  not 
in  religious  affairs?  There  was  a  time  when,  as  Hon. 
Caleb  Gushing  tells  us,  there  were  actually  owned 
here  in  Newburyport,  forty-one  ships,  sixty-two 
brigs,  sixty-six  schooners,  besides  other  craft  not 
enumerated;  a  time  when  a  hundred  vessels  were 
building  at  once  in  our  ship-3'ards,  thus  supporting 
thirty-two  distinct  trades,  and  several  hundred  hard}' 
workmen  with  their  families.  And  those  were  the 
days,  so  often  referred  to,  when  a  sea  captain  sat  at 
the  end  of  every  pew  down  our  broad  aisle.  Will 
those  davs  ever  return? 
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It  is  generally  conceded  that  our  maritime  o-Iory 
has  gone  into  history  and  will  stay  there.  But  our 
citizens  are  men  of  enterprise  and  thrift  and  strong 
common  sense;  and  they  do  not  sit  idlv  deploring 
those  palmy  days  that  have  departed.  They  foster 
local  trade  and  home  industries;  they  invite  the 
building  of  factories;  they  improve  their  streets  and 
parks  and  charming  environs,  thus  attracting  hither 
people  of  taste  and  culture  who  can  appreciate  the 
various  advantages  offered  by  this  citv  by  the  sea. 
The  result  is  that  we  have  today  more  homes  and 
more  people  than  ever  before.  And  while  church- 
work  differs  from  what  it  formerly  was,  there  is  as 
much  need  of  it  as  ever,  and  it  is  as  vital  as  ever 
that  it  should  be  of  a  style  and  quality  to  tit  immortal 
souls  for  the  life  that  now  is  and  for  that  which  is  to 
come.  It  still  is  possible  for  us  to  help  to  shape  the 
destiny  of  our  nation  and  of  mankind,  fully  as  much 
as  did  our  fathers  in  whom  we  glor}-,  if  we  are  onlv 
as  faithful  as  they  to  the  truth  as  it  is  in  Jesus,  and 
as  loyal  t(j  the  trust  the  Master  has  committed  to 
our  hands. 

We  honor  the  First  Presbyterian  Church  of  Xew- 
buryp(jrt  for  its  n(jble    history;   and  we    may  well  do 
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SO.  But  this  historical  occasion  will  surely  fail  of  its 
highest  and  grandest  end,  unless  it  shall  (}uicken  the 
heart-beats  of  those  whose  histor}'  is  3et  to  be  made. 
We  stand  at  this  hour  on  an  eminence  whence  we 
can  survey  the  future  as  well  as  the  past.  Let  us 
turn  toward  it  with  a  mighty  courage  and  brave 
resolve.  We  glory  in  the  fathers;  and  may  we  live 
so  well  that  our  children  may  glory  in  us  when  they 
come  to  celebrate,  as  we  hope  they  may  do,  the  two 
hundredth  anniversary'  of  this  beloved  church. 

I  have  not  sought  to  make  this  altogether  a  denomi- 
national address;  being  aware  that  we  have  with  us 
as  guests  those  representing  every  denomination  ex- 
isting here.  But  allow  me,  in  conclusion,  to  remind 
those  most  deeply  concerned  in  this  anniversary,  that 
we  stand  for  an  idea  which  our  church  has  tested  for 
one  hundred  and  tifty  years.  We  are  eminently 
American  Presbyterians.  We  are  not  Genevans,  nor 
Huguenots,  nor  English,  nor  Scotch,  nor  Scotch-Irish  ; 
we  are  Americans,  who  hold  that  tlic  power  is  with 
the  Lord's  people,  and  that  it  may  rise  from  them  to 
the  higher  and  representative  courts,  such  as  the 
Presbytery,  the  Synod,  and  the  General  Assembly. 
Ours  is  neither  an  irresponsible  independency,  nor  a 
lordly  hierarchv.  The  fathers,  at  great  cost,  shook 
ort'  the  foreign  yoke;    let   us    never   put   it   on   again. 
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And  we  h;i\e  as  imicli  ri^ht  as  an\  others  lo  lax- 
aside  the  eliims\-  armor  ot"  the  aneient  elianipions  ot 
our  cause,  and  to  ti^ht  for  it  with  the  keenest  modern 
weapons  of  trutli.  We  are  conservative,  \et  not  in- 
tiexible;  we  cling  to  our  standard,  yd  would  fain 
liil  it  higher  into  the  light  of  (j(xl. 

Our  Calvinism  is  modified  from  what  was  taught 
three  centuries  ago  at  Geneva  and  Edinburgh;  }et  its 
keynote  is  as  clear  as  e\er — the  absolute  sovereignt\- 
of  God  in  harmony  with  the  freedom  of  man.  We 
believe  as  firmly  as  did  the  fathers  that  the  righteous 
and  merciful  purposes  of  the  Triune  God  are  "  \ea 
and  amen,  in  Christ  Jesus."  Ours  is  a  church  mili- 
tant when  its  heritage  is  assailed;  but  none  excel  it 
in  practical  humanitarian  enterprises,  nor  in  a  gener- 
ous support  of  educational  and  reformatorv  work. 
No  church  has  done  more  for  civil  and  religious 
libert}'.  We  seek  to  hold  all  truth,  not  harsh  1\-  and 
rigidly,  but  wisely  and  tenderly,  mindful  of  the  grace 
of  our  Lord  [esus  Christ. 

That  is  the  master-thought  underlying  the  histori- 
cal facts  gi\en  todaw  Our  fathers  wrought,  and  we 
work,  for  this  congregation,  as  a  part  of  that  ur.i\ersal 
Church  of  Christ,  which  transcends  all  sectarian 
limitations,  and  which  is  the  true  Kingdom  of  God. 
We  work  and   worship,   toil   and   pra}',   "looking  for 
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that   blessed   hope,  and  the  glorious  appearing-  ot'  the 
great  (lod   and   our   Savior  Jesus   Christ/' 

"Awe//:    even  so,  come.  Lord  Jesus.      The   o'nice 
of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ  be  ivith  you   all.      Amkn. 


lORO— 1«K'^ 


••lietnjn'rig    the     Old    Paths." 
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Tliis  is  now  the  tliird  time  it  lias  been  nn  j-)rivilcii-e 
to  take  part  in  a  jnbilee  ot"  tliis  chureli.  The  hrst 
time  in  1^556,  the  centennial  year  of  the  bnilding  of 
the  church;  when  I  was  myself  the  pastor  and 
preached  an  historical  sermon  from  tlie  text:  "A\'ho 
is  letl  among  you  that  saw  this  house  in  her  first 
glorv?"'  It  covered  many  points  of  interest  relating 
to  the  past,  not  included  in  previous  printed  histories. 
Behind  me  in  the  pulpit,  were  Rev.  Dr.  Dana,  settled 
in  1794;  Rev.  Dr.  Proudtit,  settled  in  1827;  and  my 
immediate  predecessor.  Rev.  Dr.  Stearns,  settled  in 
1835 — all  the  pastors  since  1794,  except  Rev.  Mr. 
Williams,  settled  in  1821.  Todav  the^•  are  not  li\ing; 
and  of  my  successors  in  the  pastorate  previous  to  1S89, 
none  are  lixing.  Of  all  who  have  here  ministered,  up 
to  that  recent  date,  1  alone  remain;  and  I  was  settled 
in  1850.  Moreover,  of  the  town  ministers,  the  pas- 
tors in  1856,  none  now  lives  except  Rev.  Dr.  Fiske — 
mv  senior  in  settlement  b\-  two  or  more  \ears. 
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The  second  occasion  alluded  to.  was  in  i8yo — the 
"centennial  commemoration  of  the  death  of  White- 
tield."  Rev.  Dr.  Stearns  was  the  preacher,  to  a  large 
assembly.  None  could  have  done  it  better.  He 
understood  Whitefield  and  his  times,  and  had  the  gift 
of  narrative  portraiture  in  an  easy  and  attracti^■e  style. 
It  was  throughout  a  tine  celebration.  And  now 
today,  during  two  days  crowded  w^ith  oratory  and 
interest,  another — to  me,  the  third  I  And  surely  it  is 
well  to  have  it,  well  to  recall  and  keep  alive,  among 
those  who  are  coming  after,  b}'  sermon  and  reminis- 
cence the  story  of  the  past;  and  thus  to  instruct  their 
faith  and  continue  their  attachment  to  the  old  church. 
It  is  one  around  which  clings,  like  an  entwining  vine, 
a  special  interest  of  ver}-  many  people.  You  that 
live  here  scarcely  know  the  estimation  in  which  it  is 
held.  During  my  ministry  the  whole  Methodist 
Conference  (at  the  time  in  session  in  town)  went 
down  to  see  the  bones  of  Whitetield;  and  then, 
before  the  pulpit,  discussed  Whitetield  and  Wesley! 
\"isit()rs  came,  even  from  Europe;  and  one  visitor 
(though  at  an  earlier  period,)  as  a  precious  and  prized 
relic,  actuall}'  stole  a  part  of  Whitefiekrs  arm  I  It 
took  nearh'  thirty  years,  till  1849,  for  his  conscience 
to  get  him  to  the  point  of  returning  that  silent  bone, 
which  in  life  had  helped   to   awaken   and   reclaim   so 
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many  sinners.  When  my  own  sermon,  the  acUh-esses 
and  proceedini^-s  were  published,  one  b()oi<;seller  in 
Phihidelphia  wrote  for  two  hundred  eopies,  and  I  had 
none  to  send.  I  may  here  say,  that  three  histories  of 
the  church  ha\'e  hitherto  been  pubHshed,  of  which 
two,  bv  I'lcv.  ^Iv.  Wilhams  and  Dr.  Stearns,  were 
previous  to  m\-  own;  both  of  them  so  well  done 
and  apparently  so  exhaustive,  that  when  re(|uired  to 
pro\  ide  a  third,  it  seemed  to  me  impossible.  AMiere 
should  1  olean  the  grain  that  had  not  alread}'  been 
gathered  into  their  barns?  Fortunately  the  church 
was  under  repair,  to  become  what  it  at  present  is, 
outside  and  in;  we  were  worshipping  with  Rev.  Mr. 
Campbell  and  his  people,  in  Prospect  street;  I  had 
tour  months.  From  old  people,  in  old  garrets,  from 
Dr.  Withington,  Dr.  Dana,  and  other  fruitful  sources, 
I  gleaned  and  found  the  yield  of  incident  and  event 
plentiful.  You  should  have  seen  Mrs.  Lucy  Pear- 
son, then  in  her  ninet\'-eighth  vear,  bedridden  and 
almost  blind — the  only  one  who  had  heard  Whitetield; 
who,  when  sixteen,  had  walked  with  her  mother  from 
Rowdey  to  Exeter  to  hear  him;  how  her  voice  grew 
shrill  and  her  thin  frame  almost  tossed  with  excite- 
ment, as  she  described  his  preaching  and  its  power! 
What  must  it  ha\e  been,  when,  after  eighty-two 
years  the  recollection  of  it  was  so  vivid,  so  exciting? 
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Tliat  voice,  how  it  still  seemed  to  linger  in  her  ears  — 
as  ''the  seashell  of  its  native  deep  a  thrilling  moan 
retains;""  a  voice  capable  of  all  the  inflexions  of  the 
sea,  as  it  talks  in  storm  tones  or  in  ripples  with  the 
shore;  behind  which,  and  pressing- for  delivery,  were 
thought  and  feelings  grandly  or  gentl}'  moving,  vari- 
able as  the  shifting  winds,  weighty  as  the  tides! 
Was  this  the  same  man  whom  one  citizen  of  the 
town  described  as  a  "  cheery,  a  very  cheery  old  gen- 
tleman;" and  whom  he  had  heard  "joking  mother 
Parsons  (the  minister's  wife)  about  her  old  cap  ?""  Yes 
certainly;  a  preacher  genial,  loving,  open  to  the  little 
plavful  incidents  and  things  of  life.  The  spirit  of 
the  gospel  was  in  him,  ''the  grace  of  our  Lord  Jesus 
Christ/'  Yet  when  delivering  his  message  of  truth; 
truth  so  vital,  for  time  and  eternity,  to  the  thousands 
of  souls  before  him;  there  was  no  le\"itv  about 
Whitefield.  He  was  then  the  electric  storm  in  its 
passage  over  the  surface  of  nature — with  vi\id  dis- 
charges and  rolling  thunders  and  falling  rain;  which 
when  past,  leaves  behind  it  a  "great  awakening,"  a 
great  "revival"  and  "refreshing,"  even  for  "the  dear 
little  birds" — s(j  he  called  children.  No  wonder  he 
was  remembered  and  his  memor\-  rexerenced, 
this  greatest  of  j:)ulpit  <jrat(jrs,  as  he  was  hv  Mrs. 
Pearson ! 
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One  hundred  and  fil'ty  years  lia\c  now  passed  since 
the  organization  of  thisehureh,  I'he  old  oaken  frame- 
work  of  the  building,  one  hundred  and  forty  years 
old — of  wood  cut  upon  their  own  farms — still  remains, 
sound  and  intact.  ''Cjood  times"  thev  had  even  he- 
fore  the  completion  of  the  building — when  they  "sat 
on  the  joiners  benches  and  Mr.  W^hitefield  preached.'' 
And  still  the  inviting  history  was  not  exhausted  by 
Mr.  Williams,  Dr.  Stearns  and  m\-self.  as  xour  pastor 
( Dr.  Hovey's)  admirable  sermon  has  proved.  My 
own  part  is  now  the  somewhat  lighter  vein  of  pas- 
toral reminiscences,  memories,  supplementary  frag- 
ments. Nevertheless,  it  has  for  me  an  undertone; 
since  I  stand  here,  except  the  most  recent,  a  solit;iry 
survi\()r  in  the  line  of  pastors,  and  go  back  to  a  min- 
istry which  began  fortv-six  and  ended  thirtv-three 
years  ago. 

I  may  say,  I  suppose,  how  cpiaint  looking  was  to 
me  the  place,  when  I  hrst  entered  it.  It  had  not  vet 
changed  much  from  the  past.  Too  far  from  the  cit\- 
to  be  really  suburban,  it  sat  beside  its  beautiful  ri\er, 
close  to  the  sea,  a  town  waiting  for  a  turn  of  the  tide. 
A  quiet,  \ery  cpiiet  place,  partly  because  so  manv 
still  went  to  sea  and  did  ''business  in  great  waters." 
This  congregation  itself  had  in  it  man\'  who  either 
were  or  had  been  sea  captains — an    unusual    number. 
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One  could  not  have  wished  better  friends  or  parish- 
ioners; except  that  they  came  and  went  and  sometimes 
made  lon<r  vovagfes,  the  vounoer  ones,  whilst  the 
wives  brought  up  the  families.  The  town  therefore, 
was  one  of  residences,  notably  domestic  and  quiet. 
And  (piaint,  also,  of  an  old-fashioned  type,  looked 
the  older  ministers — Dr.  Withington,  Dr.  Dana,  Dr. 
Dimmick,  Mr.  Campbell  and  others  around.  Dr. 
Withington,  with  his  beautiful  genuineness,  simplicity 
and  kindliness  of  character  and  intercourse;  whose 
thinking,  on  other  subjects  so  keen  and  observant, 
did  not  take  In  the  niceties  of  dress  and  fashion  and 
mere  appearances!  Poet,  philosopher,  scholar — in 
learning  how  ^ari()lls  and  read}'!  To  meet  him  on 
the  street  under  an  umbrella,  was  to  gain  a  thought 
and  be  mentall}'  so  much  richer!  But  it  would 
never  ha\e  done  to  transplant  him,  he  had  grown 
into  the  verv  soil  of  "Ould  Newbury."  It  was  good 
and  wise  ad\ice  he  gave  his  successor,  at  his  instal- 
lation; "■  ^■ou  must  not  onl\'  know  human  nature  but 
Oldtown  nature."  Tliat,  he  himself  did,  and  there 
f(u-  a  lifetime,  studied,  meditated,  philosophized,  and 
wrote  many  beautiful,  many  characteristic  things. 
Ilis  Thanksgi\"ing  sermon,  entitled  "A  bundle  of 
myrrh,"  (  i<S5o)  was  like  him,  and  a  sensation — where- 
in he  showed,  by  historic  example,  why  men,  philoso- 

80 


FIRST    PRES15YTKRIAX    CIURCII. 

phics,  political  parties,  even  reliL;'i<Jiis  systems,  had  so 
often  failed;  thev  were  not  a  "•  bundle  of  myrrh,"  only 
some  sprigs  of  it,  tied  up  with  "wormwood,  pigweed, 
garlic  and  other  nauseous  herbs  I"  On  the  back  of  it 
was  a  "form  of  prayer,  for  such  Christians  as  mean 
to  aid  in  executing  the  fugitive  slave  law."  But,  in 
another  style,  what  a  delightful  argument  for  a  special 
Providence  did  he  draw  from  a  bird's  nest  in  the 
grass,  with  feeding  cattle  all  around,  \et  not  destroyed 
nor  disturbed ! 

This  was  in  my  da}-,  as  before  it,  a  large  con- 
gregation, with  full  galleries;  of  well-to-do  people, 
solid,  excellent  families,  who  made  the  church 
strong — not  wealthy  as  wealth  is  now  computed. 
And  besides,  there  were  man}^  poor,  with  among 
them  men  and  women  of  faith  and  prayer  and  every 
day  usefulness.  As  one  such,  what  a  woman  was 
Miss  Mary  C.  Greenleaf;  who,  with  an  aged  and  blind 
and  deaf  mother  to  care  for,  and  the  necessity  of 
work,  could  always  tind  time  to  be  useful:  who.  her- 
self without  means,  could  take  the  refusal  of  a  jxu- 
sonage  house,  when  it  was  needed,  and  by  her 
efficient  zeal  get  the  mone\";  and  who,  at  the  age  of 
tift}-six,  rounded  out  lier  self-denying  labors  by  be- 
coming a  missionary  to  the  Indians!  And  that 
mother — a  woman  of  faith  and    pra\er;   who  ceased 
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not  to  pray  in  the  ttMiiplc  for  others  around  her  dur- 
ing- the  sermon;  who  till  her  deatli.  "a  widow  of 
about  four  score  and  four  years,"  efficiently  helped  to 
sustain  the  mission  to  the  Isles  of  Shoals;  who  had 
faith  in  prayer  from  many  experiences.  Once,  when 
in  immediate  need  of  fort\'-ti\e  dollars  for  the  Mission, 
she  confidently  made  it  a  matter  of  prayer;  and  be- 
fore the  day  was  out.  Rev.  Dr.  Dimmick  came  in  and 
handed  her  the  money.  Forsooth,  however,  you 
might  even  here  and  there  have  found  some  Christ- 
ians of  a  different  sort;  not  so  helpful  to  a  pastor  nor 
so  pleasant,  with  more  human  nature  than  grace. 
You  have  doubtless  heard  Re\'.  INIr.  Milton's  remark 
about  one  of  his  own  members:  "The  crookedest 
stick  that  ever  grew  on  Mount  Zion!"  Zion  some- 
times grows  among  its  slopes  strange  timber;  scrubby 
oaks  and  the  prickly  pear,  as  well  as  the  straighter 
and  statelier  trees.  Perhaps  their  nature  has  in  it 
more  for  grace  to  contend  with.  lUit  I  learned  here 
a  useful  lesson  for  a  pastor.  It  is  not  well  to  be  too 
easih'  oi"  cjuickh'  otVended.  Plain  people  d(j  not  \  ar- 
nish  words,  and  a  chestnut  burr  ma\-  contain  what  is 
sound  and  good.  It  \\'as  not  pleasant.  I  suppose,  i'or 
Re\  .  Mr.  Williams  to  be  told  that  **  if  he  chose  to  live 
in  Oldtown  he  might  go  there  to  meeting!''  Never- 
theless,  it  was  kindly  meant.     They  liked  to  sec  their 
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minister  unci  ha\  c  him  near — not  I'ar  awaw  in  another 
parish.  It  was  a  peeuliar  jirayer,  no  doubt,  uttered 
durino-  a  vacaney  (in  a  neig-hborinij;-  chureh)  b}-  a  man 
slow  of  speech  and  ideas,  but  I  can  see  the  <ilimmer 
of  a  meaning-;  that  the  Lord  would  send  tliem  "a 
man  after  his  own  heart,  made  without  hands,  eternal 
in  the  heavens  I"  One  who  shcndd  be  di\inel\-  (|ual- 
iried  to  remain  with  tliem  always — that  was  certainh' 
here,  with  many,  their  idea  of  a  proper  pastoral  union. 
Yet  one  '"made  wnthout  hands;"  such  an  one  would 
nexer  have  suited,  for  they  loved  to  shake  hands. 
All  among  them  had  not  bright  homes.  There  were 
the  "shut  ins,''  the  sick,  alhicted  and  poor,  the 
troubled  in  \arious  ways;  and  they  lo\ed  and  needed 
the  grasp  that  indicated  nearness,  sympath\-  and  help- 
fulness— a  personal  relation  to  the  pastor.  Alas,  also, 
among  other  troubles  there  was  the  sea,  the  treacher- 
ous sea,  in  some  aspects  so  beautiful  and  then  again 
such  a  bringer  of  sorrow;  and  the  telegram  or  letter 
which  the  pastor  must  deli\'er.  It  is  mv  belief  that 
a  preacher  cannot  preach  to  real  purpose,  who  has 
not,  also,  been  a  pastor;  who  has  not  come  near  to 
people,  entered  their  chambers  or  their  minds,  in  the 
serious  moments  of  life,  fie  may  hold  an  audience 
and  impress  their  minds.  It  is  a  fine  thing  to  do  so. 
But  the  great  congregation  goes   home,  away   from 

B3 


OXK    iirxDRi:i)  AM)   I  ii'i'ii:  rii   A^"^■I\■^:RSAR^ 

his  inrtucncc.  And  onlv  as  a  pastor  can  he  learn,  and 
like  a  skilful  pliysician  learn,  how  to  treat  the  various 
indi\  idual  doubts,  difficulties  and  perturbations,  which 
the  homely  talk  and  the  more  serious  moments  may 
reveal  to  him.  I  learned  here,  in  some  de^Tee,  how 
to  handle  my  doctrine.  And  I  must  say  that,  as  a 
people,  they  wanted  and  expected  doctrine;  that  is  to 
say,  Bible  truth,  God's  word,  the  Gospel — something 
to  inform,  something  for  the  conscience,  something 
that  was  really  water  and  food  for  the  soul.  Sermons, 
such  as  those  of  one  who  once  preached  for  me 
would  not  h'dYC  been  long  endured — who  said,  he 
"alwavs  thought  it  well  (among  other  things)  to  have 
a  little  religion  in  a  sermon!"  An  earlier  member 
expressed  it,  after  a  sermon  by  a  3'oung  man,  as  he 
went  grumbling  down  tlie  aisle:  "Peas  in  a  bladder, 
peas  in  a  bladder,  no  food  for  my  soul  today!"'  His 
words  wrought  better  than  he  could  have  imagined. 
The  3-oung  minister  overheard  him.  They  were  a 
sharp  rap  to  his  conscience.  Years  after  he  returned 
and  inquired  for  him.  saying:  "He  saved  my  soul,  he 
was  the  means  of  my  conversion!''  But  the  good 
man  was  dead."* 

Good,  sturdy  old  people!      The  spirit  of  the  earlier 
members,  from  whom  man}-  among  them  were   de- 


*The  minister  was  Rev.  Dr.  Clark,  of  Boston,  the  other  Major  Gooiiwi 
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scendcd,  liad  not  died  out  with  the  hipsc  ol'  liinc. 
Among  the  number  I  m;i\-  mention  Deaeon  (and 
Elder)  Ezra  Lunt,  "an  Israelite  indeed;"  whose  dying- 
words  to  me  were:  ""I  have  been  trying  to  form  an  ob- 
jeetion  in  my  own  mind  against  my  aeeeptance  with 
Christ;  but  he  has  been  with  me  fort}' \ears  and  will 
not  leave  me  now.  Some  used  to  think  me  too  rigid; 
but  I  eould  not  eonscientiously  be  otherwise.  I  have 
endea\"ored  to  follow  the  Puritan  fathers  so  far  as 
the}'  followed  Christ."  Sueh  was  the  tone  and  t\'pe 
of  his  piety;  with  none  of  that  self-surgery,  that  ana- 
lytical dissection  even  of  inotixes,  which  character- 
ized Dr.  Spring  and  many  good  people  who  had  been 
trained  under  his  teachings;  but  an  abiding  hope  and 
trust  in  Jesus  Christ,  and  a  thoroughly  consistent  and 
godlv  life.  At  the  close,  he  was  like  a  tisherman 
who  has  been  out  all  day  at  his  calling  whether  the 
waters  were  rough  or  smooth ;  who  at  night  returns, 
calmh'  and  fearlessly  shoots  the  breakers  that  line 
his  wav  to  the  shore,  and  there  at  length  unships  his 
mast,  brings  forth  his  anchor,  and  with  tlie  fruit  of 
his  toil  in  hand  goes  quietly,  peacefulh',  happil}-,  to 
his  home  and  his  rest.  And  there  were  others, 
men  and  women,  like  Deacon  Lunt. 

From  the  ver}' beginning  and  till   18S7,  one  hundred 
and  thirty-one  years,  the  Ilarrod  family  had  a  pew  in 
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this  cliurcli.  The  hist  to  go  was  Miss  Phoebe  Ilarrod, 
in  her  one  hundred  and  second  year.  But  wlien  I 
came  there  were  ( I  tliink)  ten  brothers  and  sisters, 
ah-eady  beyond  the  prime  of  years.  Yet  what  a 
liouseiiold  group!  I  low  staunch,  helpful,  and  widely 
useful — especialh'  in  all  out  of  d(K)r  acti\ities,  INIrs. 
Harriet  Sanborn,  the  widowed  sister!  In  their  piety 
how  genuine,  how  consistent — a  walk  with  God!  In 
her  ninetieth  year,  it  was  the  habit  of  one  sister  to 
pass  sleepless  nights  in  repeating  to  herself  the  one 
hundred  and  nineteenth  Psalm.  She  had  it  all  in 
memory.  And  as  she  reached  the  successive  divis- 
ions of  the  Psalm,  there  she  would  pause  a  little. 
That  or  that,  perhaps,  might  prove  the  looked  Tor  end, 
with  no  farther  to  go!  These  divisions  she  called 
her ''stepping-stones  over  Jordan."  In  its  repose  of 
mind  aiid  assurance  of  salvation  through  Christ, 
what  a  beautiful  awaiting!  So  have  1  seen  ships, 
after  their  voyage  (piietly  awaiting  outside  the  make 
of  tlie  tide  which  should  pass  them  o\er  the  bai-  into 
tlieir  desired  ha\en.  Nor  was  the  Ilarrod  family 
alone  in  the  things  mentioned.  That  of  Elder  Moses 
Pettingell  had,  also,  come  down  in  steacK'  succession 
from  the  beginning — himself  a  useful  and  j^rominent 
man.  And  among  them  how  man\'  li\ed  to  be  old! 
1  well  remember  one  who,  at  eight\-li\  e,  was  haxing 
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licr  tliirtecnth  fever,  aiul — ''weakly  to  bei;in  with  I** 
On  one  pai^-e  ol'  the  list  (a  sin<;-le  year)  there  were 
tweiity-se\  en  deaths  recorded  ;  of  which  number  one- 
halt"  were  over  seventy,  four  of  them  over  eii^lUN', 
two  of  them  over  ninetxl  Mr.  George  Donnell  li\  ed 
to  be  ninet}"-nine  and  three  months.  lUit  I  return — 
and  it  saddens  nu'  return — to  tind  them  o-one;  Cap- 
tain Simpson,  Mr.  Caldwell,  Elder  Plummer,  Mr. 
Pettini^ell,  Mr.  Pritchard,  the  ])rays,  Caleb  Cushing, 
Captain  Graves,  Mr.  Boardman,  and  many  more 
whom  I  could  name;  i^one,  a  congregation  of  the 
dead.  Till  I  left,  the  average  death  rate  was  ( I  think  ) 
about  seventeen;  but  the  next  year  and  the  next  (of 
Dr.  Richardson's  ministry)  the  number  went  up  to 
thirtv-one  or  thirty-two. 

I  would  like  now  briefly  to  advert  to  the  times 
preceding  my  own  day.  Of  course  there  had  been 
changes.  The  intericjr  (jf  the  building  itself,  as  you 
know,  had  been  altered  in  1829.  It  made  that  re- 
markable "whispering  gallery;''  so  perfect,  that 
when  ever\thing  was  still  I  have  heard  a  watch  tick 
in  a  corner  one  hundred  and  fifty  feet  away.  It  was, 
also,  a  sort  of  private  detective;  as  the  sexton  wonld 
sometimes  inform  misbeha^"ing  boys  in  the  opposite 
gallery,  by  putting  his  hand  behind  his  ear  and  point- 
ing to  the  pulpit.     But  let  me  speak  a  little  of  the  pas- 
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tors.  INIr.  Parsons  I  Dr.  Ilovcy,  however,  has  included 
liim  in  his  sketch,  as  have  the  (^tlier  histories.  Poor 
man,  wliat  troubles  he  went  throu^-h,  a  real  persecu- 
tion, on  the  church's  account!  And  in  addition,  there 
was  his  weakness  for  fine  clothes,  with  gold  and 
silver  lace  and  rutfled  shirt  fronts — to  the  great  dis- 
tress of  some  people!  We  can  imagine  what  they 
said.  Ministers,  in  that  day,  were  expected  to  ap- 
pear in  clerical  hat,  wig,  regulation  clothes,  and  with 
professional  dignity,  prim  and  sombre.  I  do  not 
wonder  that  his  naturalh*  quick  temper  sometimes 
gave  way.  Yet,  good  man  that  he  was,  he  was  just 
as  quick  to  confess  and  amend  his  fault.  So  once, 
after  a  not  pleasant  scene  with  a  man,  he  returned 
and  said:  "Have  you  seen  Mr.  Parsons  this  morning?" 
"Why,  3es,"  (he  replied)  "you  were  here  an  hour 
ago."  "No,"  (answered  Mr.  P.)  "that  was  not  Mr. 
Parsons,  it  was  the  Devil!"  Murray!  The  popular 
orator,  the  most  so  of  all.  Like  Parsons,  a  patriot 
who  did  good  service;  one,  however,  of  wider  note, 
for  whose  capture,  when  at  Bo()thba\%  the  British 
Commodore  offered  4\so^  reward — an  unusual  sum. 
And  I  may  here  speak  of  it,  their  j^atriotism,  to  the 
credit  of  nearly  all  the  clergy  here  and  elsewhere. 
Enough  has  not  been  made  of  it.  Behind  the  states- 
men, in  ever}-  parish,  were  the   clergy  moulding  the 
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sentiments  of  tlie  peoj^le,  loni^-  before  the  war.  Of 
Murray's  oratorieal  power  I  ha\"e  elsewhere  noted 
not  a  few  instanees.  But  one  of  his  greatest  triumplis, 
I  should  say,  was  when  he  preaehed  an  hour  and  a 
half  or  two  hours,  and  held  the  people,  on  so  abstruse 
a  subjeet  as  ''The  origin  oi'e\ilI"  Moreover,  they 
insisted  on  having-  it  published  I  New  Eno^land  in  his 
day,  it  should  be  remembered,  was  a  theoloij^ieal  and 
contro\ersial  battle  ground.  On  e\ery  hand  you 
would  hear  the  shots  of  opposing  batteries.  In  this 
town  was  espeeially  Dr.  Spring,  a  zealous  Ilopkinsian, 
who  gave  and  took.  And  the  people  liked  it.  New 
England  wits  were  ground  fine  and  keen  on  sueh 
problems;  and  it  was  a  pleasure,  all  around,  to  take 
one  another  in  hand  for  a  elean  sha\e.  ^I\'  own  eopy 
of  that  sermon  is  annotated  throughout  b}-  some  one, 
elerie  or  la\'man  I  know  not,  who  set  himself  to 
riddle  the  argument.  I  suppose  he  did  it,  I  have  onl}- 
been  able  to  make  out  the  word  "nonentity." 

After  Mr.  Murray  eame  Dr.  Dana — a  plaeid  stream 
compared  with  the  former;  clear,  Addisonian  in  style 
and  statement,  he  attained  no  sueh  flights  of  oratory. 
Yet  was  he  a  faithful,  affectionate,  helpful  pastor 
and  preacher,  with  that  courteous  and  graceful. 
aluKjst  appealing,  motion  of  the  head  and  wax  e  of 
the  right  hand  which   some  ma}-  still  remember;   and 
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with  which — so  habitual  was  it  with  him — he  once  at 
ni^ht,  in  later  years,  showed  a  burii'lar  to  the  front 
door.  Suave  as  he  was,  howe\"er,  Dr.  Dana  stood 
firmly  enough  for  the  olden  truth  amid  the  clashings 
and  defections  of  his  day.  He  had  occasion  to  do 
so  even  in  this  town,  where  of  six  ministers  no  two 
held  exactlv  the  same  theologv.  Dr.  Spring,  es- 
pecially, was  an  aggressive  theologian.  Dr.  Hawes 
(of  Hartford)  preached  his  first  sermon  for  Dr. 
Dana.  He  took  exceptions  in  a  kindh"  way,  to  its 
doctrinal  statements.  When  Dr.  Spring  heard  about 
it,  he  was  delighted.  "Now  (he  said)  vou  make  two 
of  that  sermon.  Next  Sundav  I  have  the  Union  lec- 
ture in  the  evening" — at  which,  of  course,  Dr.  Dana 
would  be  present.  "You  shall  preach  half  in  the 
morning  and  the  other  in  the  evening!"  But  in  1815 
there  came  a  happv  occasion  when  such  differences 
were  forgotten.  It  was  the  ordination  of  the  second 
band  of  missionaries  in  this  church.  Then  for  the 
firsttime  in  NewEngland  and  probably  in  the  country, 
the  Lord's  supper  was  celebrated  together  by  nearly 
se\"en  hundred  communicants,  from  \arious  and 
distant  chui'clies.  It  was  the  pi'oper  church  for  it; 
here,  the  burial  place  of  Whitetield,  wlio  liad  himsell" 
crossed     the      ocean     thirteen    times     on     a     Gospel 
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missionary    crraiul.      And    its    kindly.  C'hrislian  spii'it 
was  in  full  accord  with  that  of    Dr.  Dana. 

After  a  season  of  steady  productiveness,  churches 
may  need  the  plou<i-li;  and  a  plou^'h  was  jNIr.  Williams. 
Different  from  Dr.  Dana,  a  more  striking-  man,  with 
peculiarities;  a  Ime  orator,  but  less  tender  and 
sympathetic;  a  blunt,  strai^'ht  out,  independent  man 
in  word  and  deed — genuine  to  the  core.  A  brief  but 
impressive  ministry,  only  five  \-ears,  and  useful  to  the 
church;  and  then  he  died,  his  sun  went  down  too 
early.  It  brings  me  to  Dr.  Proudtit;  and  again  to  a 
five  years  pastorate  interrupted  at  a  most  important 
time,  in  183 1,  by  ill  health  and  an  absence  of  se\  en 
months.  Nevertheless,  his  was  an  honored  and  long 
an  affectionately  remembered  name  in  this  place. 
Tallest  of  the  whole  clerical  line,  Saul  among  the 
people,  with  a  fine,  grave  and  thoughtful  face,  he  bore 
a  presence  in  itself  noticeable;  whilst  in  preaching, 
tlie  intellect  and  culture  and  eminent  spirituality 
which  enriched  his  sermons,  commanded  attention, 
though  his  throat  and  \oice  were  weak  for  so  large  a 
building.  Yet  even  more  was  his  great  success  as  a 
sj^iritual  worker  due  to  his  tact  and  ai'fectionate 
faithfulness  in  the  house  and  b\-  the  way.  It  was  a 
ministr^',  howe\er,  during  which,  that  is,  during  and 
owing  to  liis  enforced  absence  in  183 1,  some   strange 
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scenes  occurred.  During-  that  time  this  pulpit  was 
supplied  chietiy  by  Rev.  George  B.  Chcever,  an 
Andover  graduate.  It  was  the  beginning  of  his 
ministry,  and  not  a  happy  beginning.  There  was,  at 
the  time  an  extensive  revival  in  town.  For  the  }ear 
1S31,  one  hundred  united  with  tliis  church  alone,  as 
professed  converts.  Of  these  some  (with  others 
outside,)  gathered  about  Mr.  Cheever — in  his  youth, 
enthusiastic,  and  with  those  qualities  which  afterwards 
distinguished  him;  the  author,  at  Salem,  a  little  later, 
of  the  tract  "Deacon  Giles'  Distillery,"  for  which  he 
was  tried  and  imprisoned.  B}'  these  disturbers  the 
pastor  was  undermined,  and  an  effort  made  to  dis- 
place him.  It  failed,  however;  since  the  Session  and 
the  main  bod}^  of  the  people  stood  tirmh'  and  strongly 
with  and  for  the  pastor.  Mr.  Cheever  would  not 
consent  to  preach  in  a  hall,  and  so  his  ministry  in 
Newbur3'port  ended.  I  knew  him,  after  the  turmoils 
of  his  active  life,  as  a  neighbor — sweet  and  gentle, 
former  conflicts  apparently  forgotten,  the  Are  of  the 
war  horse  subdued  within  him,  the  Bible  and  its 
precious  truths  his  chief  study  and  delight.  It  was 
at  this  time,  I  think,  that  he  received  a  letter  from  the 
son  of  the  actual  "Deacon  Giles,"  in  which  he  re- 
ferred to  that  tract  as   the  means   of  his  own  conxer- 


p^iRST  pk]:si5vti:rian  church. 

Dr.  Stearns  was  my  own  picdoccssoi-.  How  sweet 
and  mellow  his  Noiee,  how  youthl'iil  alwa\s,  almost 
feminine  the  i'aee,  as  lor  fourteen  \-ears  he  stood  in 
this  plaee,  a  seholarly,  elear  and  etleetive  preaeher! 
A  man  of  taet  and  sound  diseretion,  as  well  as  sweet- 
ness of  spirit,  how  easil}-  he  made  himself  beloved! 
Yet  withal,  when  neecssary,  no  one  could  be  more 
tirm  and  outspoken.  And  hv  his  side,  also,  to  his 
great  adxantag^e,  was  one  whom  the  parish  ecpialh- 
lo\ed — a  brilliant,  gifted  and  attraetixe  woman,  the 
sister  of  the  great  Western  orator,  Sargent  S.  Prentice. 
His  was  a  peaceful  ministry,  during  wdiich  would-be 
troublers  (and  there  were  such)  remained  prudentl}' 
quiet.  And  so  I  come  back  to  my  own  ministry. 
At  its  close,  Rev.  Mr.  Campbell  said  to  me:  "When 
I  lirst  saw  you  on  the  street,  I  thought  to  mwself, 
young  man  you  ha\"e  made  a  mistake  this  time.  You 
had  some  ugly  opponents  to  deal  with.  Uut  xour 
ministry  has  been  to  me  an  instance  of  a  special 
Providence."  So  I  considered  it,  and  grateful Iw 
Some  of  them  had  waited  their  opportunit\-  since 
Mr.  Cheever's  day.  It  was  a  special  Pro\idence 
when,  after  m\"  coming,  the\'  left  the  church  and 
made  room  for  others,  Xor  had  I  e\er  reason  to  re- 
gret m\'  coming;  the\"  were  m\"  people,  m\"  iViends, 
to  the  last.      1  lelt  the    cluueh  undiminished  in    num- 
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bers,  at  peace,  and  prosperous.  INIy  only  regret  was 
at  the  parting,  to  take  a  more  inland  charge  at  Utica, 
New  York. 

This  address  has  been  simph'  (as  I  proposed) 
reminiscent  and  fragmentary.  I  could  have  written 
more,  much  more,  about  many  things;  thev  have 
come  into  view  from  out  the  past,  as  birds  appear 
out  of  the  sky  or  the  fog  and  drop  upon  the  meadows. 
But  this  is  the  closing  evening,  and  your  pastors 
histor}'  has,  by  right,  the  chief  historical  place.  To 
my  successors  I  have  not  referred,  because  m\' 
knowledge  of  them  has  been  slight.  Of  Dr.  Rich- 
ardson, who  came  after  me,  I  know  that  he  was  a 
scholar  and  admired  as  a  man  and  a  preacher  of  strik- 
ing gifts.  The  names  of  the  rest  are  upon  3'onder 
tablet.  All  but  two  of  them  have  made  up  their 
record  on  earth  and  gone  to  their  reward.  Bye  and 
bye,  some  one  will  resume  the  story  where  we  now 
lea\e  it,  and  the}'  will  be  remembered  and  the 
later  history  written.  I  have  but  one  thing  to  add, 
since  it  connects  itsell'  with  that  new  and  elegant 
tablet,  and  connects  the  past  with  the  present. 
During  m\-  lirst  sermon  in  this  pulpit,  there  sat  in  the 
side  aisle,  facing  Whitetield's  monument,  a  young- 
man  some  few  \'ears  ^'ounger  than  mx'sell.  The  ser- 
mon   impressed    him.  and    not   long  alter  he   united 
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with  the  chiircli.  'i'hat  was  in  our  \-()utii,  lortx-six 
years  a^o.  Toda\-  ai;aiii  I  am  in  the  iMiljiit.  he 
in  the  pew.  He  is  the  donor  of  that  me- 
morial tablet.  It  is  a  loni;'  intei'\al.  I  ha\e  known 
him  through  it  all — in  trials  that  have  tested  his  man- 
hood antl  his  piety;  as  I  also  knew  the  one  wh(j  was 
with  him  through  all,  so  active  and  beloved  in  this 
ehureh,  his  latest  and  greatest  loss,  the  e\er  present 
memory  of  whom,  really  sug-o-ested  the  tablet.  But 
in  looking  tbrward — the  3'oung  preacher  and  hearer, 
then  U)V  the  tirst  time  brought  into  touch — how  little 
could  we  have  surmised  the  i'uture  up  till  today; 
wdiat  it  would  be  to  us  or  for  us — what  it  would 
enable  us  to  be  or  to  do?  I  low  little  they  that  start 
out  in  the  morning  for  a  day's  sail,  know  what  ma\- 
come  down  upon  theui  before  it  is  ended — the  chill 
of  the  wind,  the  enveloping  tog,  or  even  worsel  In 
185  I  (I  think)  I  was  out  sailing  with  a  merry  part\", 
when  a  dense  log  settled  down  uj'X)!'!  us.  We  lost 
our  way  entirely,  till  one  went  alott  and  looked  o\er 
the  fog.  Speaking  of  such  things  in  life,  my  Elder 
Pritchard — a  man  of  excellent  mind  and  thought — 
once  said  in  our  pra\er  meeting:  '*  ^W'  must  go  aloft 
and  look  o\'er  the  fog;"  a  simile  out  of  his  own  pro- 
fession as  a  rigger  of  ships — and  it  all  came  \  i\idly 
back.      I  had  seen  it  done;   and  ha\e  used  it  since  as 
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a  tliought  of  comfort  to  troubled  and  perplexed  souls. 
It  was  a  lesson  learned  here,  from  one  now  gone  but 
still  remembered,  in  one  of  our  many  precious  xestry 
meetings.  Time  is  sometimes  a  mast  which  enables 
us  to  do  it,  so  is  God's  word  with  its  clearer  view  of 
the  above  and  beyond.  E^■en  so  must  my  friend 
and  I  do — go  aloft  and  look  over  and  down  upon  life, 
from  the  tops.  For  m}'  part,  friends — when  I  came 
here,  I  was  in  no  little  of  a  fog;  doubtful  what  might 
be  the  issue,  though  it  seemed  iviv  duty  to  come. 
There  were  a  few,  as  I  knew,  who,  for  reasons  of 
their  own,  were  disposed  to  be  troublesome.  But  all 
that  passed,  as  temporar}-  fog;  and  I  can  look  back 
upon  a  peaceful  and  prosperous  ministry. 

Looking  back  from  the  top  of  these  years  and 
this  stretch  of  time,  the  retrospect  seems  as  if 
I  were  out  sailing  with  friends  each  of  whom, 
3-oung  and  old,  I  know  and  can  call  by 
name.  A  gentle  moonlight  lies  upon  the  scene  and 
tips  the  waves  as  they  rise  and  go  astern.  Tinged 
with  such  a  moonlight  and  more  or  less  \"i\  id  now 
come  back  to  me  in  memor\'  the  e\'ents  and  varied 
incidents  of  my  ministry.  I)ut,  returning  to  the 
present,  it  is  later  at  night;  the  moon  has  set,  the 
friends  with  whom  I  started — a  few  of  them  still 
walk  the  deck — but    the  most  ha\e  iione  below,  izone 
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to  sleep.  ()nl\-  )()hn  T.  IJfown  and  I  aiul  a  lew  moi'e 
wait  and  walk  and  talk  "until  the  day  break  and 
the  shadows  tiee  awa}-." 

So  shall  it  be  in  the  Master's  o-ood  pleasure.  Mean- 
time there  is  here  another  g"enerati(^n.  with  whom  1 
join  in  heartfelt  felicitations  over  this  da}',  so  far  alonu 
beyond  my  own — this  one  hundred  and  fiftieth  anni- 
versary ot' the  church.  It  is  1896.  Above  our  heads 
who  are  in  the  pulpit,  han^s  a  chain  wrought  labori- 
ously during  many  weeks  by  the  skilful  hands  of 
}our  committee.  It  extends  in  gilded  links,  one 
hundred  and  fifty  in  number,  from  I'jY''  '^'"'  ^^^*^  "'""^ 
side,  to  1S96  on  the  other.  We  are  links  together  in 
that  chain — separate,  yet  united.  To  that  chain  is 
attached  an  anchor,  and  by  the  chain  and  the  anchor 
this  church  like  a  tine  old  ship  has  swung  safel\- 
during  many  storms.  Now  pay  out  the  chain  and 
the  anchor  again,  fifty  years  ahead;  and  with  a  long- 
pull  and  a  str(jng  ]^ull  and  a  pull  all  together,  let  pas- 
tor and  people  in  their  generations  warp  the  sacred 
ship  up  to  another,  the  two  hundredth  anniversary — 
"which  hope  we  have,  as  an  anchor,  sure  and  stead- 
fast.'' 

God  prosper  and  bless  you  in  so  doing. 
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WITH     THE 


Program,  Addresses  and  Correspondcnix 


Previous  to  the  time  fixed  for  the  eelebr;ition  ol' 
our  one  hundred  and  fiftieth  anniversary,  an  in\ita- 
tion  was  publiely  *iiven  to  e\ery  eonoTe^-ation  in  tlie 
eit\".  as  well  as  to  every  man,  woman  and  ehild  in 
(HH-  own  parish,  to  attend  all  the  exereises.  A  more 
formal  in\itation  was  sent  to  tlie  ministers,  the  c\i\ 
officials,  absent  members  of  oiu"  church,  and  indix  id- 
uals  known  to  ha\e  a  claim  on  us  for  this  mark  of 
respect  on  account  of  their  ha\in<i-  descended  from 
former  pastors,  oi"  fi-om  families  notetl  for  services 
done  in  our  society.      The  in\itation    was   as    follows: 
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MDCCXLVI.  MDCCCXCVI. 

CBvcctmc^  in  t[)c  Name  of  tl)e  Corb. 


The  Firit  Prerbyterian  Churcli,  in  Newburyport,  MalTa- 
chufetts,  completed  its  organization,  April  7th,  1746;  and  this 
Church  and  Society  will  celebrate,  April  7  and  8,  1896,  the  One 
Hundred  and  Fiftieth  Anniverfary  of  that  event. 

You  are  heartily  invited  to  be  pi'eient  on  that  occafion  ;  or, 
if  unable  to  attend,  to  lend  fome  meffage  of  congratulation. 

There  w^ill  be  hiltorical  addrelTes,  a  collation,  and  other 
attractive  features,  of  which  more  definite  notice  will  be  given 
prefentlv. 

All  wlu)  love  the  *' Old  wSouth  Church  "  will  he  heartilv 
welcomed. 

Yours  faithfully, 

HORACE  C.   HOVEY,  Paftor. 
JOHN  T.  BROWN, 

Chairman  of  General  Committee. 
WILLIAM  E.  CHASE, 

Chairman  of  Committee  on    Invitation. 

WILLIAM    BINLEY,   Clerk  of  the  Church. 
ALVAH  W.   LEAVITT,  Clerk  of  the  Parifh. 
PRENTISS   H.   REED,   Clerk  of  General  Committee. 


Newburvjiort,   Mafs.,  March  12,  1896. 
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THH  GATIIiiKlXC. 

In  response  to  tliis  in\  itation,  and  at  tlie  rino-jng  of 
the  old  bell  cast  by  I*aul  Revere,  the  meetino;  house 
was  crowded  at  exery  service  with  menihers  of  the 
congregation,  friends  I'roni  other  churches,  and  stran- 
gers who  took  a  passing  interest  in  proceedings  of 
sucli  an  unusual  nature.  Those  who  crossed  the 
vestibule  and  entered  the  open  doors  of  the  main 
audience  room,  saw,  tirst  of  all,  the  decorated  pulpit, 
with  its  floral  display;  on  either  side  aloft  were 
shields  in  blue  and  gold  bearing  the  dates,  1746  and 
1896;  and  swinging  gracefully  from  shield  to  shield 
was  an  elegant  gilded  chain  of  exactly  one  hundred 
and  Hit}-  links,  each  link  being  designed  to  be  ulti- 
mately the  frame  of  an  interior  view  of  the  historic 
scene.  The  idea  of  a  golden  chain  emblematic  of 
the  stretch  of  years  between  the  two  dates  originated 
with  Mrs.  John  W.  Winder.  It  was  made  b\-  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Winder  and  Messrs.  John  M.  Baile}-  and 
Lucius  H.  Greely.  Various  plans  were  discussed 
and  given  up  as  impracticable,  and  it  was  finally 
decided  to  make  it  of  wood  and  gild  it.  Kach  ol* 
the  one  liundrcd  antl  \]\tv  links  is  in  two  pieces  and 
the  whole  length  is  ninrly-four  feet.  At  the  right 
of    the    pulpit,    between     it    and     the    cenotaj-)h,  was 
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the  ^•cilcd  tJiblct  wiiosc  uncoxerini;-  was  to  be  an  im- 
portant feature  of  the  day.  The  window  space  at 
the  left  was  tilled  with  a  mass  of  evergreens.  Be- 
neath the  gallery  and  near  the  cenotaph  was  the 
laurel  crowned  oil  painting  of  the  Rew  George 
Whitetield,  the  founder  of  this  church,  which  liad 
lieen  kindly  loaned  for  the  occasion  by  the  American 
Congregational  Association  of  Boston,  through  its 
librarian,  Re^•.  W.  H.  Cobb,D.  D.  On  an  ample  plat- 
form at  the  left  of  the  pulpit  were  the  portraits  of 
the  former  pastors  of  the  Old  South  Church,  each  on 
its  own  easel,  and  all  grouped  amid  a  forest  of  palms 
and  Easter  lilies.  Over  the  main  door  from  the  cor- 
ridor was  a  beautiful  scroll  bearing  the  motto,  "Blest 
Be  the  Tie  that  Binds,"  lettered  on  a  white  back- 
ground wnth  a  yellow  border.  Festoons  of  e\"er- 
greens  ran  along  the  front  of  the  galleries,  the  win- 
dows were  draped  bv  flags,  and  other  decorations 
helped  to  gixe  the  whole  sanctuary  a  most  charming- 
appearance.  This  work  was  done  under  the  direction 
ot"  Mr.  John  ?yl.  Bailey,  the  chairman  <.)(  the  commit- 
tee on  decoration,  WMth  the  efficient  aid  of  Lucius  II. 
Grecly,  Charles  W.  Jacoby,  Mrs.  J.  W.  Winder,  Mrs. 
W.  A.  Johnson,  Mrs.  W.  E.  Chase.  Mrs.  E.  M.  Rund- 
lett  and  others.  The  ushering  was  done  under  the 
direction  of  the  Christian  Endeavor  Societ\ ,  who  had 
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their  hands  full  in  seating  so  main"  quests.  To  each 
person  was  L;i\  en  a  copx'  of  the  jiroi^n-am  which  was 
as  follows: 

^'TlIK    OLD    SOI^TII" 

FniST    PUKSHVTKKIAX    C1HIKII,     C)l-     N  K\V  lil'in- PORT,     iMaSS. 
KK\-.   HOIJACK  C.   IIOVKV,   D.   D.,   Pastok. 

One   IIlm)ri:d  and  Fiftieth   Anmnersarv. 

april  7  and  8,  1s96. 

Program    for  Tuesda}-,   April    7,    ICS96. 

Miss  Elizabeth  C  Adams,  Soprano.  Miss  May  Davol,  Contralto. 

Dr.  George  E.  L.  Noyes,  Tenor.        Mr.  William  E.  Chase,  Bass. 

Mrs.  Isadora  Flanders,  Organist. 

AFTERNOON  SERVICE,  2.30  O'CLOCK. 

Organ  Prelude  in  F.  .  .  .  .  Go?inod 

Doxology. 
Lord's  Prayer. 
Te  Demn,  Hvmn  203,        ''O  God,  we  Praise  Thee  and 

Confess,"  ....  Patrick 

Psalm  96,        .  .  Read  by  Rev.  Samuel  Shaw. 

Praver,      .  ...... 

Rev.  W.    C.    Richardson,    of     St.    Paul's   Church. 
Anthem,  "  This  is  the  Day,"  .  .  A.R.   Gaul 

Address  of  welcome,        ..... 

John  T.  Brown,  Esq.,  Ciiaimian  of  General  Committee. 
Response,  ..... 

Rev.  Daniel  T.  Fiske,  D.  D.,  of  the  Belleville  Church. 
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Memorial  Tablet  (gift  of  John  T.  Brown,  Esq.) 

Presented  by  George  F.  Stone,  Esq.,  of  Chicago. 
Acceptance  of  the  Memorial  Tablet,  for  the  Society 

by  the  Pastor. 
Anthem,        "  Come  to  Our  Hearts  and  Abide,"         J.   C.  Macy 
Greetings  from  "  Motlier  Churclies:" 

First  Church  of  Newbury,  by  Rev.  F.  W.  Sanborn. 
First    Religious  Society  of    Newburyport,   by    Rev. 

S.  C.  Beane,  D.  D. 
Old  Church  of  Londonderry,  N.  H.,  by  Rev.  vS.  F.  French. 
Messages  from  the  absent.        Read  bv  Mr.  \Vm.  E.  Chase. 
Poem  by  Mrs.  Elizabeth  K.  Haskell, 

Read  by  Mrs.  David  Foss. 
Hymn,  964,  "O  God,  Our  Help  in  Ages  Past," 

Isaac    Watts 
Benediction. 
Organ  Postlude,      "Alia  Marcia,"  .  .  Giiilmaiit 


EVENING  SERVICE,  7.30  O'CLOCK. 
Organ  Prelude,  Grand  Otiertoire  in  G,  .  Lorctz 

Anthem,  "  Praise  \q  the  Father,"  .  .  Goioiod 

Psalm  S4,  .  .     Read  by  Rev.  A.  W.  Hitchcock. 

Singing,      "  Over  the  Mountain  Wave,"        Hon.   Geo7-ge  Lutit 
Prayer,  By  Rev.  John  R.  Thurston,  of  Whitinsville. 

Solo,      "  Our  Risen  King."  .  .  A.  P.  Loud 

Miss  Adams. 
Historical  Address,  "  The  Glorv  of  the  Fathers," 

By  Rev.  Horace  C.  Hovey,  D.  D.,  Pastor. 
Hymn,  1060,  "O  God,  beneath  Thy  guiding  hand," 

Leonard  Bacon 
Benediction,  .  Rev.  A.  G.  \'ermilye,  I).  D. 

Organ  Postlude,      "  Festival  March,"  .  LeybacJi 
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Proiiraiii    loi-   \\\\lnescl;i\ ,  April   8,  1S96. 
»s      «s      ^ 
AFTERNOON   SF.RXICF,    2.30  O'CLOCK. 
Organ  Pieliulc,      "  Aiulaiitini),"  .  .  Barnby 

Anthem,      ''The  Lonl  is  my  Slicplicrd,"  .  H.  Smart 

Ephcsians,  First  Chapter,  Read  by  Rev.  C.  IC.  Lord,  D.D. 
Prayer,  By  Rev.  Louis  A.  Pope,  of  tiie  Ba|)tist  Church. 
Greetings  from  "  Daughter  Churches:"' 

Second   Presbyterian,  by  Re\ .  T.  James  ALicfaddin. 
Fourth  Congregational,  by  Rev.  Mvron  O.  Patton. 
Whitefield  Congregational,  by  Rev.  John  IL  Reich 
Anthem,      "  The  Heavenly  Mansions,"  .  J.   C.  Macy 

Poem  by  Rev.  \V.  R.  Cochrane,  D.  D.,  of  Antrim,  N.  IL 
Messages  from  the  Absent,  read  by  Mr.  William  Binlev. 
Greeting  from  the  \'.  M.  C.  A.,  By  Sec.  VV.  B.  Porter. 

Greeting  from  the  ^'.  P.  S.  C.  E.,  By  Rev.  C.  P.  Mills. 
Hymn,  51S,   "Onward  Christian  Soldiers,"      S.  Bar  big- Gould 

Benediction. 
Organ  Postlude  in  C,  .  .  .  .  Merkel 


Banquet  in  the  Chapel,  ^  o'clock. 
Rev.  Peter  M.  MacDonald,  D.  D.,  of  Boston,  presiding. 
Divine  blessing  invoked  by  Rev.  Luther  H.   Angier,  D.   D. 

of  l^oston. 
Impromptu  speeches  by  guests. 


EVENING  SERVICE,  7.30  O'CLOCK. 

Organ  Prelude,      "  Elevation  in  F,"  .  .  Roeckel 

Miss  Ella  M.  Johnson. 
Anthem,    "  Blessing,  Honor,  Glory  and  Power," 

Arr.  froDi  Lanibilottc 
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Salutation  from  the   Old   Church   of     Hempstead,    L.    I., 

(252  years  old.) 
Prayer,  .  .  By  Rev.  John  \V.  Dodge. 

Solo,      "  My  Hope  is  in  the  Everlasting,"  .  J.  Stauiei- 

Miss  Adams. 
"  Pastoral  Reminiscences,"  .... 

By  Rev.  Ashbel  G.  Vermilye,  D.  D.,  of  Englewood,  N.  J. 
Hymn,  S24,      "  Blest  be  the  Tie  that  Binds,"  ,/.  Faxvcett 

Benediction  .  .  .  By  the  Pastor. 

Organ  Postlude,      "  March  de  Procession,"  .  Batiste 

This  program  was  carried  out,  to  the  letter,  with 
the  exception  that  the  venerable  Dr.  Angier,  of  Bos- 
ton, was  detained  from  coming  by  reason  of  illness, 
and  that  Dr.  Vermilye  offered  the  praver  on  Tuesday 
evening,  instead  of  Rev.  John  R.  Thurston,  who 
reciprocated  by  supplementing  the  ''pastoral  remi- 
niscences'- on  Wednesday  evening  with  some  of  his 
own  recollections  of  Oldtown,  together  with  an 
eloquent  off-hand  eulogy  on  the  career  of  the  Old 
South  Church. 

The  address  of  welcome  by  John  T.  Brown, 
Esquire,  the  chairman  of  the  General  Committee, 
was  heartfelt  and  appropriate,  and  was  as  follows: 

MR.    P-ROWN's    address. 

It  is  my  privilege  by  action  of  this  congregation,  (I  fully 
appreciate  the  courtesy,  and  couple  it  with  a  very  pleasant  duty), 
to  welcome  all  to   the  old   meeting  house  today.     Those  from  a 

I  06 


FiRS'i'    PKi:sr,YTi:KiAN    cm  KC  II. 

(iistance.  1  welcome  to  tlie  cit\',  to  our  homes,  to  our  hearts,  cx- 
tenciing  a  heailv  welcoiiie  home.  To  those  who  fr<jm  varied 
causes  have  l\)uutl  other  church  liomes,  to  the  pastors  aud  con- 
gregations of  tliis  citv  and  its  neighborhood,  with  whom  our  re- 
hitions  are  so  liai)pv,  I  speak  the  jo\'  and  gratitude  of  tiiis  ohl 
church  for  your  presence.  Welcome  all,  to  the  place  where  our 
fathers  worshipped,  to  the  seats  they  occupied,  and  may  the 
memories  awakened  by  the  occasion  be  those  of  much  enjox- 
ment.  While  saddened  thoughts  come  to  us  of  the  lo\  cd 
ones  missing  from  these  scenes,  who  have  entered  into  rest,  may 
we  see  the  brightness  of  the  silver  tinge  to  the  clouds  enveloping 
their  memories.  In  behalf  of  this  people,  I  wish  for  them,  and 
myself,  to  express  to  \()u  all,  sincere  and  earnest  thanks  for  \'oin- 
presence  with  us  today,  thus  indicating  your  interest  in  all  these 
former  things.  When  at  the  close  of  these  anniversary  exer- 
cises, we  return  to  our  homes,  may  this  renewal  of  our  own, 
and  our  ancestral  ties,  and  the  thought  that  we  have  considered 
these  davs  of  old,  the  years  of  former  times,  be  a  memor}-  of 
happiness  until  we  hear  the  voices  of  the  angels,  bidding  us 
welcome  to  tb.e  house  of  manv  mansions. 

Rev.  Daniel  T.  Fiske,  D.  D.,  senior  pastor  of  the 
Belleville  Church,  responded  for  tlie  sister  chin-ehes 
and  the  congTegation,  speakino-  as  follows: 

DR.     FISKIi's    RESPONSE. 

Mr.  (  /lair/i/ati  and  Dear  Friends  of  tJie  Old  South  Cliarch  : 

It  gives  me  great  pleasure  to  be  with  you  on  this  interesting 
anniversary,  and  I  am  happy  to  feel  that  I  am  included  in  that 
cordial  and  graceful   welcome   extended  by  your  representative, 
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mv  friend,  Mr.  Brown.  And  in  the  name  of  all  these  churches 
of  our  city,  I  heartily  reciprocate,  Sir,  the  kindly  sentiments  you 
have  expressed,  and  I  salute  this  ancient  church  on  this,  her 
one  hundred  and  fiftieth  birthda}-  anniversary.  Long  may  she 
live,  blessing  and  being  blessed. 

One  hundred  and  fifty  years  seems  a  long  or  a  short  period, 
according  to  the  kind  of  measuring  rod  applied  to  it.  When  I 
reflect  that  my  own  life,  young  as  I  am,  covers  more  than  half 
of  that  period,  and  vv^hen  I  further  reflect,  that  my  pastorate  in 
this  city  covers  nearly  one-third  of  it,  I  conclude  that  tliis  church 
is  after  all,  not  so  very  old.  My  relations  with  it  have  been 
somewhat  intimate,  and  of  the  pleasantest  kind.  Thev  date 
from  the  day  of  my  ordination  when  your  beloved  and 
honored  pastor,  Rev.  Dr.  Jonathan  F.  Stearns,  gave  me,  in  be- 
half of  the  ordaining  council,  the  right  hand  of  fellowship, 
which  he  did  so  gracefully,  so  cordiallv,  in  words  so  choice  and 
so  kind,  with  a  spirit  so  christian  and  winsome  that  my  heart 
went  out  to  him  at  once,  and  then  and  there  began  a  friendship 
which  grew  apace  and  was  strengthened  by  his  many  subsequent 
acts  of  kindness,  by  my  frequent  visits  to  his  home  and  by  de- 
lightful christian  intercourse  with  himself  and  his  cultured  wife, 
with  their  bright  little  children  about  them,  one  of  whom  became 
the  distinguished,  and  now  lamented,  professor  of  theology  in 
Bangor  Theological  Seminary.  Dr.  Stearns  so  endeared  him- 
self to  me  that  I  verily  believe  I  mourned  his  departure  from  our 
city  two  years  later,  as  much  as  did  his  own  people. 

You  have  had  seven  pastors  since  Dr.  Stearns,  and  I  have 
known  them  all  very  well,  and  my  pulpit  exchanges  with  them 
have  been  frequent  and  pleasant,  and  further  you  have  been 
pleased  to    honor    me   with  an    invitation    to  take  part  in  the  in- 
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stallation  services  of  cverv  one  of  tliLMii  or  nearly  every  one  of 
tlieni.  I  have  also  been  privileged  to  number  among  my  per- 
sonal fiiciuls  not  a  few  of  the  lav-members  of  this  church;  too 
many  of  w  horn,  alas,  are  missing  toilav. 

This  church  has  had  an  interesting  history,  which  it  does  ntjt 
belong  to  me  to  rehearse.  I  wish  simply,  with  your  leave,  to 
speak  of  one  feature  of  the  church,  viz:  its  denominational 
catiiolicity.  It  is  called  a  Presbyterian  Church,  and  such  it  is; 
but  its  founder,  that  prince  of  preachers,  George  Whitelield, 
was  an  Episcopalian,  who,  earl\  in  life,  by  association  with  the 
Wesleys,  became  surcharged  w  ith  the  spirit  of  Methodism,  so 
that  in  his  own  person  he  seemed  to  link  this  church  to  those 
two  great  denominations.  Then,  the  material  of  the  chuich,  at 
the  outset,  was  drawn  from  two  Congregational  churches,  and 
was  good  Congregational  stutl'.  And,  indeed,  for  about  three 
years  after  its  organization  this  church  was  virtually  a  Congre- 
gational church,  and  would  doubtless  have  always  remained 
such,  but  for  the  unjust  territorial  parish  laws  then  in  force. 
Moreover,  its  fust  pastor  came  to  it  from  a  Congregational 
church,  and  some  of  his  successors  were  by  birth  and  training 
Congregationalists.  And  thus  some  of  the  different  ingredients 
of  these  three  sects,  a  little  of  the  stateliness  of  Episcopacy,  a 
little  of  the  fervor  of  Methodism,  and  a  little  of  the  liberty  of 
Congregationalism,  seem  to  have  been  shaken  up  together,  and 
lo,  the  result !  an  orderly,  earnest,  liberal  type  of  Fresbyterianism. 

And  in  this  church  and  its  history  we  have  an  illustration  of 
the  comparatively  small  importance  of  mere  church  polity. 
Who  ever  thinks  of  the  Old  South,  first  and  chiefly,  as  a  Pres- 
byterian church.  Enough  that  it  is  a  true  christian  church  ; 
whatever  else  it   is,  matters  little.      It  is  aiul  always  has  been,  in 
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living  sympathy  with  the  other  christian  churches  of  tliis  city 
and  vicinity,  one  with  them  in  faith,  love  and  devotion  to  a 
common  Lord  and  Master.  And  this  is  what  is  wanted  here  and 
everywhere,  more  interdenominational  sympathy,  courtesy, 
fellowship  and  co-operation. 

We  have  of  late  heard  much  about  "organic  church  union," 
and  the  abolition  of  all  sects  and  the  "re-union  of  Christendom" 
in  one  vast  centralized  ecclesiastical  organization.  This  seems 
to  me  but  a  pleasant  dream.  I  do  not  believe  its  realization 
either  possible  or  desirable.  What  we  do  want  is  "unity  of  the 
spirit  in  the  bonds  of  peace."  This,  and  onlv  this,  I  believe 
was  what  our  Saviour  had  in  mind  when  he  praved  for  those 
who  were,  and  were  to  be  his  disciples,  "That  they  all  may  be 
one,  as  thou  Father  art  in  me  and  I  in  thee,  that  they  also  may 
be  one  in  us." 

Certainly  I  shall  be  content  when  that  prayer  is  so  fully  an- 
swered, that  christians  of  every  name,  while  retaining  if  thev 
wish,  their  denominational  peculiarities,  shall  be  one  in  spirit, 
one  in  charity,  one  in  zeal,  moving  forward  together  as  one 
army  of  the  Lord  under  the  one  uplifted  banner  of  the  cross  to 
the  conquest  of  the  world  for  Christ. 

In  conclusion  allow  me  to  congratulate  this  church  upon  a 
history  that  for  a  century  and  a  half  has  been  illumined  with  so 
many  tokens  of  the  divine  favor,  and  to  express  the  hope  that 
for  another  century  and  a  half  it  mav  stand  here  a  solid  bulwark 
against  every  incoming  tide  of  error  and  wickedness,  a  mighty 
power  that  makes  for  righteousness,  yea,  a  living  embodiment 
of  that  gospel  which  is  the  power  of  God  unto  Salvation  to  every- 
one that  believeth.  While  conserving  all  the  good  of  the  past 
mav  it  with  outstretched  and  ea<rcr  hands  be  readv  to  seize  hold 
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of  the  greater  good  of  the  future,  and  be  more  tliaii  ever  a 
leadei-  in  all  aggressive  movements,  for  the  moral  and  religious 
welfare  of  our  city,  of  our  country,  of   the  \vh(jle  world. 


Hon.  George  F.  Stone,  of  Chicago,  a  great-great 
grandson  of  Rev.  |onatlian  Parsons,  in  a  brilliant 
and  exceedingly  interesting  manner  addressed  the 
pastor  and  people  of  the  First  Presbyterian  cluirch 
and  society,  presenting  to  them,  as  the  gift  of  John  1\ 
Brown,  Esquire,  the  elaborate  and  costly  memorial 
tablet  bearing  the  names  of  all  the  pastors.  He 
spoke  as  follows : 

MR.    stone's    address. 

A/r.   Chair)ua}i^  Ladies  aiid  Goitlenioi : 

A  communitv  unmindful  of  its  benefactors  is  ignoble.  A 
patriotic  and  christian  people  make  glad,  public  and  grateful 
recognition  of  those  who  in  an  important  sense  have  contributed 
to  the  public  welfare.  Xevvburyport  has  always  taken  a  just 
pride  in  an  illustrious  ancestr\ ,  antl  has  honored  her  sons  and 
her  daughters,  wIkj  in  varied  departments  have  reflected  honor 
upon  her  fair  name.  Throughout  the  civilized  world  memorials 
may  be  seen  on  every  hand  of  those  who  have  conferred  signal 
benefits  upon  society. 

We  are  gathered  here  todav  to  present  a  tablet  upcjn  which  are 
inscribed,  not  the  names  of  soldiers,  or  statesmen,  or  jurists; 
nor  of  those  who  have  founded  great  libraries  or  endowed  insti- 
tutions   of  learning;     nor    of   those    who    have   built   railroads. 
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eminentlv  worthy  as  tliese  all  are  of  higli  public  regard,  but  of 
those  who  have  built  up  individual  and  national  character  during 
one  hundred  and  fiftv  eventful  years;  who  have  cheered,  com- 
forted and  sustained  luiiiian  hearts  in  the  trying  vicissitudes  of 
life's  experiences ;  of  those  who  in  this  consecrated  place  have 
preached  the  everlasting  gospel  of  our  Lord  and  Saviour  Jesus 
Christ  and  who  have  faithfully  and  eloquently  proclaimed  "  that 
kingdom  which  is  righteousness  and  peace  and  joy  in  the  Holy 
Ghost;"  whose  pravers,  labors  and  example  through  successive 
generations,  have  become  incorporated  into  our  national  life  ;  who 
exalted  piety  and  fostered  education ;  whose  lofty  ideals  of 
Christian  living  permeated  and  inspired  the  pregnant  \ears  in 
which  thev  lived  ;  who  unfalteringly  held  up  the  banner  of  the 
cross  and  enjoined  the  highest  duties  of  citizenship;  whose 
presence  was  as  the  "All's  Well!"'  breaking  upon  the  midnight 
air  and  as  the  dawning  of  the  morning  to  hearts  weary  and  sick 
and  sad  who  thought  the  night  w'ould  never  end;  whose  graces 
oi  manner  and  of  spirit  were  wrought  into  human  lives  and 
transmitted  unto  generation  after  generation ;  wdiose  patriotism 
was  a  part  of  their  piety  and  whose  piety  was  a  part  of  their 
patriotism. 

"Noble  were  thej  and  true, 
Of  cultured  thought,  with  ciTeniony  sweet,  refinement  pure, 
A  type  which  through  all  hazards  must  endure 
And  into  various  circumstance  he  wrought." 

Standing  in  this  iiistoric  city,  iiathed  in  the  memories  of 
colonial  and  revolutionary  times,  and  within  this  sacred  edifice 
whose  walls  have  echoed  to  the  learning  and  eloquence  of  White- 
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field,  Parsons,  Muiniy  and  Dana;  of  Williams,  Pioudtil  and 
Stearns;  of  W-rniilye,  Richardson  and  Durfce ;  of  Newell, 
Wallace,  Sinclair  and  Hove\',  the  touch  of  tlie  vanished  hand  I 
can  almost  feel.  1  seem  to  hear  their  voices  still  hreakin<^  in 
sweetness  upon  the  air.  Thank  God,  of  that  ^roodly  and 
scholarly  company  Drs.  Vermilye  and  Hovev  are  with  us  to- 
day. Surely  they  must  experience  that  comfort  descrihed  bv 
Cicero,  in  a  letter  to  his  friend  Atticus,  "that  the  recollection  of 
past  good  actions  yields  an  unspeakable  cf)mfort  to  the  soul." 

To  form  any  adequate  idea  of  the  value  of  their  lives,  of  their 
nobility  and  fidelity,  we  must  consider,  though  brieHv,  the  great 
epochs  in  the  history  of  our  countrv  embraced  in  this  one  hun- 
dred and  fifty  years.  First  :  The  colonial  period,  when  the 
foundations  of  the  Republic,  under  God,  were  being  laid  deep 
in  eternal  antl  unchangeable  principles,  in  God's  sovereigntv  and 
man's  accountabilitv.  It  was  a  crude  period,  trving,  tumult- 
uous, prayerful,  momentous;  yet  it  was  a  glorious  period  out  of 
which  was  born  a  great  and  liberty- loving  nation,  whose  his- 
tory is  that  of  the  development  of  the  best  civilization  and  the 
highest  type  of  citizenship.  Then  came  the  revolutionary  period 
when  throughout  the  corridors  of  that  heroic  time  sounded  in 
clarion  notes  the  patriotic,  lofty,  defiant  and  inspiring  words  of 
Adams,  Hancock  and  Otis  ;  of  Putnam  and  of  Warren ;  when 
the  light  of  Paul  Revere's  lantern  flashed  from  the  church  belfrv 
throughout  the  great  Commonwealth;  when  Lexington  and 
Concord  and  Bunker  Hill  thrilled  the  nations  of  the  earth  with 
the  sublime  declaration  that  ''all  men  are  created  equal  ;  that 
they  are  endowed  bv  their  Creator  with  certain  inaliena1)le 
rights  ;  that  among  these  are  life,  liberty  and  the  pursuit  of 
happiness."   Following,  was  the  great  anti-slaverv  agitation,  when 
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Phillips,  Suinner  and  vour  own  Garrison  uiulainitedly  thin*^  their 
impassioned  appeals  for  emancipation  into  the  ears  ot"  their 
countrymen;  when  Whittier,  Lowell  and  Lonsrfellow  sung; 
when  the  profound  learning  and  graces  of  speech  of  Webster, 
Everett  and  your  gifted  Gushing  gave  to  New  England  a 
classic  renown ;  when  under  the  magnetic  leadership  of  Horace 
Mann  and  of  Agassiz,  knowle  ge  became  fascinating  and  ed- 
ucation received  a  new  impulse.  Now  were  ushered  in  the 
bloody  years  of  that  wickedest  rebellion  that  ever  staineil  the 
annals  of  history — wickedest  because  against  the  most  benef- 
icent government  ever  instituted  ;  now  was  handed  down  to 
posterity  amid  the  carnage  of  contending  liosts  the  unimpaired 
and  glorious  heritage  of  the  fathers.  Now  your  own  sons, 
holding  up  the  glorious  ensign  of  the  Republic,  marched  amid 
the  storms  of  war  to  the  defense  of  that  unstained  though  bat- 
tle-scarred banner — worthy  descendants  of  an  heroic  ancestry, 
whose  blood  and  the  blood  of  whose  kindred  has  been  poured 
out  on  manv  a  Held  of  glory,  shedding  an  imperishable  lustre 
upon  our  country's  historic  page  ! 

"Ah  me!  liow  cherislied  and  how  blest 
Their  martyr  rest  I" 

Such  were  the  times  in  which  these  men  wrought.  Surely  it 
is  meet  that  we  preserve  their  names  and  their  memories. 
Honor  to  that  thoughtfid  and  patriotic  citizen  whose  generosity 
has   caused   their   names    to    be    inscribed    upon    yonder   tablet. 

Mr.  Chairman,  a  three-fold  obligation  rests  upon  us;  the  past, 
the  present  and  the  future  hold  us  responsible  for  the  priceless 
heritage  so  gloriously  l)e()uealhed. 
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"While  the  generations  fall  asleep, 

Sow  the  good  seed  ye  reap. 

Build  on  the  old  foundations  firm  and  sure 

The  virtues  that  endure; 

Revere  the  ancient  rule 

Of  church  and  school ; 

Lift  the  proud  pile  by  each  well-tempered  tool; 

And  though  to  vast  expansions  grown, 

Integrity  be  still  the  corner-stone — 

Honor  and  purity  alone 

Rear  its  proportions  true, 
While  faith  shall  round  the  dome 

I'p  to  the  spheric  blue. 
Their  strong-winged  Hope  shall  fly 
Through  widening  arcs  of  love's  refulgent  sky. 
In  that  grand  temple  all  our  growing  race 
Shall  gather  face  to  face 
In  their  eternal  home, — 

For  Thou,  O  Lord,  hast  been  our  dwelling-place." 

* 

The  names  of  the  pastors  who  presided  over  this  society  from 
the  date  of  its  foundation  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  1746,  are  as 
follows  :  Jonathan  Parsons,  John  Murray,  Daniel  Dana,  Samuel 
P.  Williams,  John  Proudfit,  Jonathan  F.  Stearns,  Ashbel  G. 
Vermilye,  Richard  H.  Richardson,  Charles  S.  Durfee,  William 
W.  Newell,  Jr.,  Charles  C.  Wallace,  Brevard  D.  .Sinclair, 
Horace  C.  Hovey. 

I  now  have  the  honor  and  the  pleasure,  on  behalf  of  your 
fellow  citizen,  a  devoted  member  of  this  congregation,  Mr. 
John  T.  Brown,  to  present  to  the  First  Presl)vterian  Society  of 
Newliiu-yport  the  marble  tablet  liearingthe  names  of  these   inen 


*L,ouisa  Parsons  Hopkins. 
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of  faith,  servants  of  the  Most  High,  "  who  walked  worthv  of 
the  vocation  wherewith  they  were  called,"  the  nieniorv  of  whose 
lives  shall  be  cherished  among  the  sacred  possessions  of  this 
church,   of  this    societv    and    of  this  community. 


As  the  speaker  delivered  the  eonehidino-  para^rapli 
of  his  address,  Mr.  Harold  L.  Brown,  a  nephew  of 
the  donor,  drew  the  retaining  cord  that  held  the  veil, 
and  the  memorial  tablet  was  disclosed  to  the  admir- 
intj  s^aze  of  the  audience.  This  noble  min"al  tablet 
is  thirteen  feet  in  height,  and  six  feet  in  width,  of 
white  Italian  marble,  and  bears  on  its  face  the  names 
of  the  thirteen  pastors  with  the  dates  of  their  terms 
of  service.  The  names  are  cut  in  old  EnoHsh 
style,  and  with  the  years  are  in  gold  leaf.  The  tablet 
has  a  border  all  aroimd  it  of  Tennessee  marble  in 
harmony  with  the  frescoed  colors  of  the  audience 
room.  The  whole  is  set  in  a  rich  gold  frame,  and 
is  surmoimted  by  a  cap  cut  in  relief,  with  an  urn  in 
the  centre,  from  which  scrolls  reach  out  to  the  sides 
of  the  setting.  The  stonework  was  done  b}'  F.  G. 
Cummings  &  Co.,  of  Haverhill,  and  it  is  probably 
one  of  the  largest  mural  tablets  in  the  country. 

On  behalf  of  the  Church  and  Parish,  the  pastor. 
Rev.  Dr.  Hove}^  accepted  the  beautiful  gift  in  an  ad- 
dress abounding  in  fervor  and  gratitude,  as   well  as 
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in   aclmirablc   recognition   of  the   merits    of  his    pas- 
toral  predecessors.      His  address  was  as  follows: 

DR.     HO\  EY's    response. 

Mr.   George  F.  Stone  : 

It  gives  me  great  pleasure  to  gieet  you  here,  as  our  honored 
guest,  and  as  the  descen(huit  of  the  hrst  pastor  of  this  venerable 
churcii,  the  Rev.   Jonathan  Parsons. 

We  are  especially  happy  to  accept  from  your  hands  the  gift  of 
yonder  rich  mural  tablet,  as  another  of  the  multiplied  proofs  of 
the  generosity  and  public  spirit  of  our  friend  and  brother,  John 
T.  Brown,  Esq.  It  would  gratify  me  personally  to  tell  you  of 
some  of  the  costly  and  substantial  memorials  he  has  placed  to 
adorn  our  public  buildings,  avenues  and  cemeteries,  but  he  him- 
self has  expressly  forbidden  my  doing  so  on  this  occasion.  He 
has  not  told  me,  however,  to  conceal  the  fact  that  every  time  the 
tower  clock  of  this  meeting-house  strikes  the  hours  and  half- 
hours,  it  reminds  us  of  the  liberality  of  the  three  sisters  and 
brotlier  of  the  late  Mr.  Albert  Plumer,  whose  friend  and  adviser 
he  has  been  amid  their  bereavement. 

There  is  a  propriety  in  duly  acknowledging  such  tokens  of 
the  love  our  Lord  himself  plants  in  the  hearts  of  his  children  ; 
because  it  serves  to  stimulate  others  to  similar  acts.  You  can 
see  this  today  in  the  elaborate  decorations  so  skillfully  arranged 
aroimd  the  church  ;  these  wreaths  and  garlands,  flowers  and 
mottoes,  and  tliis  wonderful  chain  of  one  hundred  and  liftv  links, 
binding  the  dates  1746  and  i8()6  together. 

The  tablet  itself  is  a  supremeh'  beautiful  and  noble  ornament 
of  our  sanctuary  ;  and   a   delightful  thing  about  it  is  that  before 
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planning;  tor  what  must  represent  a  considerable  cost,  tlie  donor, 
together  with  Miss  Elizabeth  C  Frost,  another  of  our  generous 
members,  combined  to  wipe  out  the  last  dollar  of  tlebt  resting 
on  the  parish.  Thus  we  can  look  around  us  without  the  feeling 
that  we  are  annoyed  by  any  financial  fetters. 

Behold  that  magnificent  marble  slab  with  its  letters  of  gold. 
The  body  of  it  is  from  sunny  Italy,  the  home  of  the  muses  and 
the  graces,  as  well  as  of  the  Mother  Church  with  all  its  varied 
powers  and  influences.  It  proves  that  some  good  things  can 
come,  even  from  Rome;  for  doubtless  tliat  smooth,  polished 
Italian  marble  passed  through  the  ports  of  the  Eternal  City  on 
its  way  hither.  The  border  is  of  red  Tennessee  marble  ;  from 
the  home  of  the  sturdy  American  highlanders,  the  mountain 
whites,  descendants  of  the  Scotch  and  Scotch-Irish.  They  stood 
loyally  for  Presbyterianism  when  it  cost  them  much  to  do  so ; 
and  loyally  for  the  stars  and  stripes  when  environed  by  blazing 
rebellion. 

The  names  of  all  the  pastors  for  the  one  hundred  and  fifty 
years  of  our  history  are  cut  in  old  English  letters,  which  besitles 
being  in  excellent  taste  for  an  ecclesiastical  memorial,  will  have 
the  advantage  of  occupying  the  thoughts  of  people  who  find 
the  sermons  dull,  as  they  sometimes  do,  and  after  studying  them 
out  they  will  enjoy  the  gratification  of  their  triumi)h  ;  or  better 
still,  they  can  meditate  on  the  excellencies  of  the  men  who  have 
served  them  faithfullw 

Every  one  will  ask  why  Whitelleld's  name  is  not  there,  as  he 
was  the  recognized  founder  of  this  churcli  ;  and  why  the  name 
of  Rev.  Joseph  Adams  is  not  there,  who  served  here  as  "stated 
preacher"  for  three  troublous  years  amid  hardships  and  persecu- 
tion incident  to    the  gathering   of  the  society.      The    only  reason 
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is  that  these  <i^reat  and  useful  and  honored  men  were  not 
"pastors."  Neither  were  olliers  such  whose  temporary  hdjors 
won  friends  and  did  <j;reat  jj^ood  to  nianv  souls.  It  is  distinctlv  a 
list  of  the  pastors  of  this  ciiurch 

Every  one  of  those  men  had  his  imperfections  as  well  as  his 
good  qualities,  but  the  reason  for  according  them  the  honor  of 
that  tablet  is   their  oilicial  relation  to   this   congregation. 

There  they  stand:  Parsons,  the  Puritan;  Murray,  the  ma- 
jestic; Dana,  the  devout;  Williams,  the  wise;  Prouiltit,  the 
pious;  Stearns,  the  saintly;  Vermilye,  the  vigilant;  Richard- 
son, the  righteous;  Durfee,  the  diligent;  Newell,  the  noble; 
Wallace,  the  watchful;  Sinclair,  the  sparkling;  and  Ilovey,  the 
humble  admirer  of  his  predecessors  I  There  are  their  names 
in  letters  of  gold,  with  the  scrolls  aloft,  eml)lems  of  the  scroll  of 
life  eternal,  and  the  ever  burning  golden  torch  between,  as  the 
ancient  sign  of  immortality,  the  sacred  flame  that  cannot  be  con- 
sumed or  extinguished.  And  here,  on  my  left,  amid  bowers  of 
evergreens,  are  the  cherished  portraits  of  the  pastors,  in  gather- 
ing which  our  ever  thoughtful  friend,  Mr.  Brown,  took  a  great 
and  active  interest.  Whitefield's  portrait  beyond  the  tablet  is 
the  only  one  in  existence  of  life  size,  and  is  kindly  loaned  for 
the  occasion  from  the  Congregational  Library  in  Boston. 

I  wonder  if  these  holy  men  who  are  gone,  leaving  only  Dr. 
Vermilve,  Mr.  Sinclair,  and  the  speaker  to  survive,  look  down 
toda\-  from  their  heavenly  home  and  take  pleasure  in  these  lov- 
ing tributes  to  their  memory.  I  cannot  help  feeling  that  they 
do;  "for  are  they  not  all  ministering  spirits  sent  forth  to 
minister  to  them  that  shall  be  heirs  of  salvation?" 

I  would  not  recklessly  open  anew  the  fountain  of  tears,  but 
my    memory  brings  back  a  dying  chamber  where  man\'  a  prayer 
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was  offered  to  God  in  the  fond  belief  that  it  was  also  heard 
somehow  hv  a  belo\ed  one  who  seemed  unconscious  to  all 
human  appeals.  She,  too,  has  passed  away  ;  and  she  too  looks 
down  today,  well  pleased  with  this  offering  in  which  she  would 
gladly  have  shared  had  the  Lord  permitted  her  to  tarry  with  us. 

Years  will  roll  away  and  we  shall  all  depart.  But  that  tablet 
will  remain,  if  the  Lord  please,  till  another  cycle  shall  be  com- 
pleted ;  and  then  perhaps  some  other  generous  man  will  think  of 
us  as  we  think  kindly  of  those  who  now  are  numbered  with  the 
dead  ;  and  another  tablet  will  lie  placed,  amid  the  ceremonies  of 
the  two  hundredth  anniversary,  with  its  names  in  gold  to  match 
that  which  now  is  accepted  as  a  tribute  to  the  pastors  of  the  Old 
South  Church  and  of  love  to  the  goodly  fellowship  of  tiie 
saints. 

I  hereby  accept,  through  you  and  on  behalf  of  the  First  Pres- 
byterian Church  and  vSociety,  the  mural  tablet,  the  gift  of  Mr. 
John  T.  Brown,  and  express  the  unanimous  and  hearty  thanks 
of  the  congfreefation. 
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GREETIXCS   FROM   TIIF.  CIllKCHl'S. 

It  is  a  matter  of  reoret  that  we  are  onl}-  able  to 
publish  abstracts  of  the  o-rcetin^-s  brouo-ht  to  us  from 
the  ""  jNIotlior  Cluirchcs."  but  we  can  assure  those  who 
brought  them  that  we  appreciate  ever}-  word  spoken, 
and  feel  that  the  salutations  are  sincere  and  precious, 

FROM    THE     FIRST    CHURCH    IN    NEW  lU  RY, 

BV    THE    PASTOR,    REV.    F.    W.    SANBORN. 

It  is  a  pleasure  to  us  of  the  First  Church  in  Newbury  to  unite 
with  the  rest  in  achniring  the  vigorous  and  beautiful  old  age  to 
which  your  church  organization  has  attained.  There  are  no 
colors  more  delightful  to  the  eye  than  those  which  the  brush  of 
time  has  placed  upon  the  stone  of  w'hich  the  old-world  cathedrals 
are  made.  And  there  is  no  other  beauty  like  that  of  old  men 
and  old  women.      We  rejoice  heartilv  in  your  prosperous  old  age. 

We  of  the  First  Church  in  Xewlnirv  are  also  old.  But  we 
have  a  right  to  rejoice,  not  (>nl\-  in  this  ch;nacteristic  which  we 
have  in  common,  but  also  in  the  relation  which  we  had  to  \our 
earliest  \ears.  The  Xew  England  climate  is  hard  aiul  severe, 
and  no  one  can  sav  how  much  of  the  strength  which  vou  have 
shown  in  vour  maturity  came  of  the  faithfid  care  of  the  mother 
church,  which   kept  you  warm   in   the  cradle  of  a   sturdier   and 
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more  mature  Congregationalism,  until  you  were  strong  enough 
to  go  forth  alone  into  the  world. 

Rut  when  vou  did  go  fortii,  how  sturdily  and  successfully  vou 
did  \()ur  part.  We  take  pride  in  your  prosperity,  even  when 
we  have  to  admit  that  in  some  respects  you  are  our  superior, 
when  we  are  forced  to  admit  that  your  pulpit  is  far  higher  than 
ours  and  that  our  Calvinism  would  not  for  a  moment  endure 
comparison  with  yours. 

We  congratulate  vou  on  the  arrival  of  this  good  dax'  in  voiu" 
history. 

FROM    THE    FIRST    RELIGIOUS    SOCIETY. 

Rev.  S.  C.  Bcane,  D.  D.,  in  behalf  of  the  Third 
Church  in  Newbury,  now  the  First  ReHgious  Societv 
in  Newburyport,  gave  the  heartv  greeting  of  that 
mother  to  this  daughter.  He  briefly  reviewed  the 
controversy  which  resuked  in  the  formation  of  the 
First  Presbyterian  Church,  found  much  reason  and 
good  intention  on  both  sides,  and  some  things  on  each 
side  to  bhmie.      He  said: 


byterianism"  was  a  dreaded  word.  North  Essex,  too.  had  al- 
ways been  Arminian  in  its  tendencies,  and  now  under  \\  hitc- 
field  and  his  associates  came  a  Calvinistic  reaction.  Tlif  First 
and  Third  Newbury  Churclies  had  legal  parish  rights  and  duties 
which  almost  compelleii  them  to  hold  on  to  their  memheis  who 
wished  to  break  away.  I>ut  1)\  this  contest  religious  libertv  was 
put  to  a  necessary  test,  and  no  e\  ent  in  New  England  history 
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Iiclpcd  moif  ill  the  end  to  secure  uni\  cisal  toU'ialion  tlian  tliis 
sharp  issue  \va<^e(l  so  determinedly  on  both  sides  in  Xc\vl)ury- 
port.  The  g-rouiul  of  the  olil  controversy  lu)  longer  exists. 
Probably  toilav  no  person  lives  in  Xewburypoit  whose  theoloLjy 
would  have  admitted  him  to  the  I'^irst  Presbyterian  Church  at  its 
beginning;  we  have  all  t;()ne  astrav,  nay,  rather  let  us  believe, 
have  all  progressetl,  and  a  larger  Christian  fellowship  is  taking 
the  place  of  the  old  theological  warfares.  For  centuries  to 
come,  unless  God  shall  have  for  us  some  better  thing,  may 
you  in  your  way.  and  we  in  our  way,  serve  the  Kingdom  of 
heaven  together,  though  with  outward  and  theological  differ- 
ence, till  voii  bv  \our  light  and  experience,  and  we  l)\'  our 
light  and  experience,  shall  have  made  our  full  C()ntril)utions  to 
the  good  time  coming,  sharing  always  in  a  holv  rivalry  to  fullil 
the  Master's  d\ing  praver  "  77^cr/  f//ry  all  may  he  one." 


FROM  THE  OLD  CHURCH  OF  LONDONDERRY, 

Wliosc  historical  antecedents  justif}'  our  st3'Hng  it 
the  oldest  Presbyterian  Cluireh  in  New  En^-land, 
greetings  were  brought  b\-  their  genial  and  beh)\-ed 
pastor,  Rev.  S.  F.  French,  in  the  following  words: 

Mr.    C'hairnia)!^  and  Brctliroi : 

Vou  have  kindU  welcomed  me  as  from  the  (Jranile  state.  It 
so  happens  that  the  Presb\terian  church  of  Loiidonderr\-,  X.  II., 
which  I,  as  settled  pastor,  have  the  honor  to  re[)resent,  is  the 
oldest  church  in  the  Presbytery  of  Boston,  ha\ing  been  formed 
in  1735,  a  hundred  and  sixt^-one  years  ago. 

'  ^.3 
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The  settlers  of  that  township  were  of  Scotch  ancestry,  coming 
to  this  country  from  the  north  of  Ireland.  They  were  a  sturdv, 
intelligent,  religious  race.  They  brought  their  Bible,  their  Sab- 
bath, their  church,  their  religion  with  them.  Their  first  religious 
service  was  in  the  open  air  under  the  wide  spreading  oak  with  a 
huge  rock  for  pulpit. 

From  them  have  sprung  a  numerous  people  who  migrated  to 
the  north  and  west,  even  to  remote  parts  of  the  land.  These 
descendants  have  proved  themselves  the  bone  and  sinew  of  the 
church  everywhere. 

While  there  have  been  many  swarms  from  the  old  hive,  this 
ancient  church  is  possessed  of  much  strength  still.  Its  house  of 
worship,  for  comfort,  beauty  and  refined  taste  is  surpassed  by 
few,  if  any,  in  the  larger  settlements,  and  the  worshippers  greatly 
revere  the  God  and  church  of  their  fathers. 

It  gives  me  great  pleasure  to  bring  the  Christian  salutation  of 
this  time  honored  church  to  the  First  Presbyterian  church  of 
Newburyport,  whose  one  hundred  and  fiftieth  anniversary  is 
now  being  celebrated.  In  the  currents  of  trade  between  the  sea 
board  and  the  interior,  in  former  times  more  than  recentlv  per- 
haps, the  people  of  these  churches  have  been  closely  related.  A 
former  pastor  of  this  First  Presbyterian  church.  Rev.  Daniel 
Dana,  D.  D.,  was  at  one  time  pastor  of  the  Londonderry  church, 
and  the  blind  preacher  Rev.  Joseph  Prince,  whose  bones  lie  be- 
neath this  pulpit  with  those  of  the  immortal  Parsons  and  White- 
field,  was  once  pastor  for  several  years  in  the  near  vicinity  of 
Londonderry.  As  the  waters  of  the  ocean  ascending  in  vapor 
rise  to  the  hills  and  descending  float  in  abundant  streams  to  old 
ocean  again,  so  may  the  blessings  of  Divine  grace  continue  to 
fructify  these  churches  and  make  them  an  honor  in  the  kingdom 
of  our  God  forever. 
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Alth()Ui;h  the  o-reotiii^s  I'rom  the  "Dauuluer 
Churches"  e;ime  in  on  the  second  claw  h\-  ihi'  ar- 
rangement ot"  the  program,  it  seems  more  natural  to 
print  them  here. 

FROM    THE    SECOND     l'Ri:S15  YTICR  I  A  N     fill  RCII. 

The  tirst  of  these  was  a  hearty  salutation  IVoni  the 
Second  Presbyterian  Church,  now  known  as  "The 
Church  of  Our  Fathers."  The  pleasant  message 
was  brought  by  the  pastor,  the  Rev.  T.  James  Mac- 
faddin.  and  was  as  tbllows: 

To  the  pastor^   officers  a>id  members  of  tJie    First    Presby- 
terian   Chjirch : 

Dearly  Beloved  : — Tt  affords  nic  *^reat  pleasure  to  stand 
here  today  as  the  representative  and  hearer  ot"  Christian  ^reetino^ 
from  a  church  whose  government  and  principles  are  akin  to 
your  own ;  the  Church  of  Our  Fathers,  the  Second  Preshyterian 
Societv,  Newburyport. 

Todav  vou  commemorate  vour  one  hundred  and  lifticLh  birlh- 
dav  and  in  a  {e\v  short  months  we  shall  commemorate  our  one 
hundred  and  first  of  our  organization,  and  our  century  since  we 
first  entered  our  present  church  home,  which  today  stands,  with 
the  exceptions  of  the  pews,  pulpit  and  position,  just  as  it  did 
when  our  fatliers  tirst  received  it  from  the  hands  of  its  Iniilders, 
one  liundred  vears  ago;  being  V)ut  ten  years  younger  than 
the  famous  old  church  at  Rocky  Hill.  With  your  church 
we  stand  related  as  mother  and  daughter,  for  the  sin  of  our  sep- 
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aration  from  you  we  ha\c  fully  alonetl.  That  man  of  God,  Dr. 
Dana,  whom  we  most  relijj^iously  hated,  we  afterwanls  intensely 
loved.      We  buried  him  from  our  church. 

It  does  me  good  to  stand  here,  under  the  roof  of  this  old 
church  that  has  stood  as  a  monitor  of  the  Alost  High  God,  a  faith- 
ful witness  to  His  truth  for  fifteen  decades,  its  spire  pointing 
heavenward,  its  gilded  peak  illumined  1)\'  the  sim,  giving  to  the 
weary  and  heavv  laden  of  earth  a  shimmering  of  the  glorv  of 
Him,  the  Great  Priest  who  has  passed  into  the  heavens. 

It  does  me  good  to  stand  here  as  an  American,  for  right  be- 
fore me,  I  am  told,  are  the  aisles  once  well  filled  by  heroes  called 
from  their  devotions  by  the  clashing  of  arms  in  that  terrible 
struggle  for  what  is  more  than  life,  liberty. 

It  does  me  good  to  stand  here  today  and  think  of  those  brave 
sailors  who  went  down  to  sea  in  ships.      God  bless  the  sailor. 

Might  not  this  be  called  a  sailors' church  .^  When  I  think  of 
the  many  who  called  this  old  church  their  home  and  left  it  to  ilo 
business  on  the  great  waters,  many  who  first  shipped  before  the 
mast,  and  afterw^ards  by  hard  toil,  and  fidelity  became  comman- 
ders, as  brave  a  set  of  men  as  ever  trod  a  deck  or  in  war  fought  a 
ship  or  in  peace  a  storm,  have  I  not  good  cause  for  gladness.' 
When  I  think  of  the  many  noble  men  of  God  who  have  stood 
in  that  pulpit  and  made  these  old  walls  resound  w^ith  their 
messages  of  love  from  the  Prince  of  Peace,  am  I  not  reminded 
of  the  glory  of  their  Master,  yours  and  mine.^ 

The  Holy  Ghost  has  written,  that  Christ's  glory  lies  in  '•'  His 
brethren,  the  messengers  of  the  churches,  the  glory  of  Christ." 
When  I  think  of  him,  over  whose  remains  I  am  standing,  George 
Whitefield,  letting  his  labors  of  love  pass  before  me,  thinking  of 
Ills  intrepidity  in  facing  section  after  section  of  this  land   which 
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seemed  hicle-l^ound  1)\'  relis^iousiiess  perishinjj;  for  true,  ))iire  re- 
liction, how  eariiestlv  lie  preached  in  spite  of  protest  from  clerjjjN' 
and  people,  "  Salvation  by  God's  <^race  through  the  faith  of  jesus 
Christ,  alone,"  I  feel  like  the  wilting  grass  and  flowers  that  have 
just  been  watered  bvthe  summer  shower,  invigorated,  encouraged 
to  stand  fast,  preaching  the  same  old  gospel,  "  Waiting  in  that 
blessed  hope  the  glorious  appearing  of  the  great  God  and  our 
Savior  Jesus  Christ. 

When  I  think  of  vour  record  as  a  cliurch  that,  during  the 
manv  long  moiitlis  \ on  liave  stood,  vou  have  averaged  one  soul  a 
month  for  Christ,  this  fact  alone  should  be  enough  to  inspire  mv 
mission  to  you  this  day.  As  a  sister  church  we  greet  you,  and 
pray  that,  when  the  last  moment  of  the  centuries  of  time  shall 
have  ended,  when  time  shall  be  no  more,  when  the  sea  and  death 
and  hades  give  up  their  dead,  that  you  and  yours  with  mine  shall 
appear  before  the  righteous  Judge  of  both  heaven  and  earth  as 
pure,  as  innocent,  as  lovel}-  and  as  fragrant  as  those  flowers  ap- 
pear to  us  this  day. 

FROM    THE     FOIRTII     CONGREGATIONAL    CHURCH, 

BY    THE     PASTOR,    REV.     MYRON    O.     PATTON. 

J/r.    Chairman^  a/id  Members  of  tJie  Old  SoutJi   Clinrch  : 

The  members  of  the  Fourth  Religious  Society  tiring  you 
greeting  upon  this,  the  happy  occasion  of  your  j  50th  anniversary. 
One  hundred  and  fifty  years  old!  It  seems  a  long  time,  and 
vet,  as  our  beloved  brother.  Dr.  Fiske.  tokl  us  \esterday,  '-meas- 
ured by  a  life  spanning  more  than  half  tiiat  time  it  does  not 
seem  so  very  long." 

Nearly  a  half  century  of  this  time  had  passed  away  when  the 
daughter  who  now   greets    you  was  born.       One    iiundred   and 
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three  years  have  we  cuhivated  our  garden  plot  ahiiost  under  the 
shadow  of  your  towering  spire.  What  changes  hd\c  come  to 
us  both.      Changes  for  the  better  we  hope. 

When  we  were  born  you  were  a  stateh'  matron  ot  torty- 
seven.  Doubtless  you  seemed  to  us  then  quite  well  along  in 
vears.  Today  a  century  and  more  has  passed  and  we  seem 
almost  as  venerable  as  yourself.  Indeed,  so  far  as  outward  ap- 
pearance is  concerned,  we  should  be  judged  your  senior.  Yet 
are  vou  richer  by  nearlv  half  a  century  of  experience  than  are 
we  ;  therefore  it  is  fitting  that  we  congratulate  you,  at  this  time, 
not  only  upon  the  attainment  of  so  venerable  an  age,  l)ut  es- 
pecially upon  vour  youthful  appearance  and  manifest  smartness 
in  spite  of  vour  vears.  Your  \outhful  looks  and  activity  speak 
well  for  vou.  They  tell  us  that  in  spite  of  advancing  age  you 
have  kept  the  heart  young  and  fresh.  You  have  apparently 
solved  the  mystery  of  the  heavenly  alchemy  wlierehy  it  is  made 
possible  to  transmute  advancing  age  into  perpetual  youth. 

We  congratulate  you  also  on  the  possession  of  a  good  name 
kept  untarnished  through  these  years.  Some  things  improve 
with  age.      An  honored  name  is  one  of  them. 

We  congratulate  you  again  upon  so  glorious  a  record  of  noble 
deeds.  The  yeais  that  reach  back  to  vour  birth  are  freighted 
with  the  good  deeds  you  have  done.  \'et  not  all  the  good  you 
have  done  has  become  history.  No  mere  history  of  those  years 
can  tell  the  life  story  of  this  or  any  other  church. 

Once  more  we  wish  to  congratulate  vou  upon  your  orthodoxy. 
To  place  the  name  "Presbyterian"  over  the  door  of  a  church  is  but 
another  way  of  saying,  "  W^e  are  orthodox." 

Dear  mother,  we  are  proud  of  \'ou.  Proud  because  you  are 
our  mother  :  proud,  because  of  your  achievements. 
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For  all  this  and  imich  more,  of  which  we  cannot  now  speak, 
we  bring  our  greetings  antl  congratulations.  May  you  live  to 
round  out  another  150  years  as  useful  as  tiie  past  have  l)een,  is 
the  prayer  of  the  nienihership  of  the  Fourth  Religious  Society, 
your  daughter.  In  the  words  of  your  present  and  honored  pas- 
tor, on  the  occasion  of  our  own  anniversary,  let  me  close:  "Our 
churches  have  had  a  blended  history  in  the  past,  let  them  be 
blended  still  more  closelv  in  tiie  future." 


i-RO.M    Tin:    W  HITEFIELD    C-OXGREG.\TIOXAL  ClU  LRU. 

BY    THE    PASTOR.     KKV.   JOHX     M.    KKID. 

Mr.  Chairman.,  Members  and  Friends  of  the  Old  South 
CJmrch  : 
I  bring  to  you  on  this.  \our  one  hundred  and  fiftietli  anniver- 
sary, the  greetings  and  congratulations  of  your  youngest  daughter, 
the  Whitefield  church.  As  I  look  over  this  congregation  I  see  a 
large  number  of  mv  own  people,  wiiich  testifies  to  the  deep  in- 
terest we  have  in  this  celebration,  and  I  am  sure  that  if  our  eyes 
were  opened,  as  were  the  eyes  of  the  voung  man,  the  companion 
of  Elisha,  we  would  see  hovering  near  manv  a  Whitefield  saint 
who  has  passed  within  the  veil.  It  is  said  that  "'the  first  right 
of  a  child  is  to  l)e  born  well."  This  certainlv  was  our  privilege. 
I  believe  in  blood  and  am  sure  the  Congregational-Presbyterian 
blood  that  flows  in  our  \eins  is  the  very  best  to  make  good 
Christians.  I  will  not  say  that  God  sifted  the  Old  South  Church 
to  give  birth  to  her  youngest  daughter,  for  only  a  handful  came 
out,  but  the  men  who  founded  the  Whitefield  church  were  nur- 
tured by  their  mother  in  deep  piety  and  were  cedars  in  Lebanon. 
In  a   word  we   congratulate  you  upon  the  prophetic  character  of 
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the  men  who,  cluriiii^  all  these  one  hundred  and  tiftv  vears,  have 
stood  in  this  pulpit  and  broken  the  truth  to  voiuig  and  old  who 
have  met  here  for  worship.  They  were  men  who  dailv  talked 
with  (jod  on  the  Mount,  so  that  Sundav  morninj^  when  thev 
came  before  the  people  their  faces  shone  with  a  divine  illumina- 
tion and  the  people  listened  as  for  life  or  death.  They  were 
men  of  intense  religious  patriotism,  and  as  (tckI's  watchmen 
were  faithful  to  their  trust.  Thev  did  not  pass  lightlv  over  the 
sins  of  their  day,  but  spoke  the  truth,  whether  men  would  hear 
or  forbear.  We  congratulate  3'ou  upon  the  historic  character  of 
this  church.  There  are  churches  older,  but  we  live  in  deeds  not 
years,  and  T  am  sure  there  are  few  about  which  cluster  the  mem- 
ory and  association  of  so  many  great  events.  Yours  is  a  noble 
history  and  we  are  very  proud  of  our  mother,  the  Old  South 
Church. 

FROM    THE    NORTH    CHURCH. 

The  North  Congregational  Churcli,  though  neither 
our  ''  mother  "  nor  "  daughter,"  has  always  been  "  as  a 
sister  to  us,"  and  its  pastor,  the  Rev.  Charles  P.  Mills, 
spoke  for  it,  but  more  especially,  and  by  request  of 
our  own  Christian  Endeavor  Society,  on  behalf  of 
that  organization  at  large.  I  lis  remarks  were  as  fol- 
lows: 

We  bring  greeting  and  congratulation  to  this  fortunate  pastor 
who  heads  this  goodl}'  company  and  general  assemblv  of  happv, 
rejoicing  people.  When  you  taste  him,  he  has  the  flavor,  and 
when  he  touches   \ou  he  burns  w  ilh  the  fervor  of   vouth. 
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We  rejoice  with  the  Christian  Endeavor  Society  because  unto 
it  has  l)een  jj;i\en  In  Dixine  Providence  to  perlorni  a  most  siji^iial 
event  tliat  seems  to  liarmonize  \er\  tittini^ly  with  the  striking- 
origin  of  this  church. 

You  are  the  fruit  of  the  labors  of  George  Whitelield,  a  pioneer 
from  across  the  sea,  and  you  have  been  a  cliurch  of  sea  captains. 
What  appeal  it  makes  to  the  imagination  and  how  the  fitness  of 
things  appears  wiien  we  reject  that  it  was  a  son  of  a  sea  captain, 
George  R.  Colby,  a  former  president  of  Nour  Christian  Endeavor 
Society,  who,  sailing  in  the  ''  H.  G.  Johnson  "  commanded  by 
his  father  to  Australia,  imparted  to  G.  H.  Buzacott  in  Brisbane 
the  first  knowledge  of  the  Christian  Endeavor  Society  that  was 
received  in  that  island  continent  beneath  the  Southern  Cross, 
where  it  has  met  with  a  favcjr  and  developeil  with  a  force  not  ex- 
ceeded even  in  the  land  of  its  birth.  As  ye  have  been  planted, 
so  ve  have  sown,  and  even  more  bountifully. 

We  bring  greeting  to  tlie  Christian  Endeavorers  in  this  church 
because  you  are  the  promise  and  potency  of  the  future.  The 
sons  and  daughters  prophesy,  and  the  young  men  see  visions, 
and  the  old  men  given  up  to  reminiscences  yet  dream  dreams  of 
the  good  and  glory  to  come  through  you. 

The  voung  people  who  have  received  the  heritage  of  the  past 
have  also  had  placed  in  their  hands  the  keys  of  the  future,  and 
we  bid  you  today  to  open  the  golden  gates  that  the  King  of 
Glorv  mav  come  into  tiiis  church  through  your  radiant  and 
prophetic  lives. 
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BY  THE    GENERAL    SECRETARY,    WINFIELI)    I».    I'ORTER. 

J//-.  Chatrtnan^  ^fembers  ai/d  Friends  of  tJie  Old  SoutJi 
Chtii'c/i  : 

I  have  been  trying  to  grasp  something  of  the  meaning  of  one 
hundred  and  fifty  years,  all  the  activities  and  jovs  anil  sorrows 
of  a  single  day  multiplied  by  one  hundred  and  lifty  times  three 
hundred  and  sixty  five. 

I  love  to  think  of  the  Old  .South  Church,  organized  for  one 
hundred  and  fifty  years,  and  of  its  church  building,  standing  for 
one  hundred  and  forty  years  like  a  sentinel  watching  against  the 
encroachment  of  the  foe,  like  a  fortress  whose  walls  have  beaten 
back  the  tides  of  sin  and  wretchedness.  I  love  to  think  of  the 
scores  and  hundreds  who  have  entei'ed  these  doors  with  bur- 
dened hearts  and  fading  hopes,  who  have  gone  out  fillecl  with 
hope  and  burdens  lightened  after  listening  to  the  cheering  words 
which  liave  fallen  from  this  Old  South  pulpit,  as  its  ministers 
have  spoken  forth  the  wonderfid  truths  that  cluster  so  thicklv 
around  the  old,  old  story. 

I  rejoice  to  stand  here  today,  and  esteem  it  a  privilege  to  ex- 
tend to  you  greetings  from  the  Young  Men's  Christian  Associa- 
tion. I  have  been  pleased  this  very  day,  in  looking  over  the 
Association  records,  to  find,  under  the  tlate  of  April  20,  1875, 
the  name  of  Rev.  VV.  W.  Newell,  who  served  you  as  pastor 
from  1S74  to  1880.  I  have  also  been  highly  gratified  to  learn 
that  he  always  took  a  deep  and  active  interest  in  the  Association, 
and  in  all  matters  pertaining  to  the  welfare  of  young  men. 

Last  Saturday  night,  in  less  than  one  hour,  by  actual  count, 
seven  hundred  and  fifty-four  \  isits  were  made  to  twelve   saloons 
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of  tliis  city  bv  men  wliose  average  age  could  not  have  exceeded 
thirt\  \ears.  But  I  reioici.'  that  where  fourteen  doors  are  open 
to  chag  men  down  there  is  at  least  one  huihling,  tiiat  of  the 
Young  Men's  Chiistian  Association,  with  open  doors  and 
warmth  and  cheer  and  welcome,  to  hel[)  men  up. 

I  know  that  vou  will  rejoice  with  me  in  the  fact  that  to<la\' 
five  thousand  ^'oung  Men's  Ciiristian  Associations  are  belting 
this  round  woild  ;  that  in  live  thousand  towns  and  cities,  are  to  be 
found  these  Christian  .Vssociations ;  that  even  in  Jerusalem,  and 
over  against  the  way  called  Straight,  where  Saul  of  Tarsus  went 
down  to  Damascus,  you  will  find  a  Young  Men's  Christian  As- 
sociation. It  is  a  representative  of  tliese  wide  reaching  and  in- 
fluential organizations  who  gives  you  warm  and  hearty  greeting. 

I  believe  in  the  Cliurch  of  Christ  on  earth.  I  believe  in  the 
great  Presbyterian  wing  of  Christ's  army.  Were  not  these  be- 
liefs mine,  I  should  not  have  the  privilege  of  thus  extending 
greeting. 

Long  may  the  Old  South  church  endure,  until  every  church  and 
everv  Young  Men's  Christian  Association  and  everv  organization 
which  seeks  to  raise  the  fallen  and  extend  the  cup  of  cold  w^ater 
to  the  thirsty,  shall  join  in  one  magnificent  company,  under  the 
leadersiiip  of  Him  who  is  Lord  of  Lords  and  King  of  Kings. 
And  now,  "■forgetting  those  things  which  are  behind  ;" — is  that  it  ? 
I  think  not  under  the  circumstances,  but  rather,  rejoicing  in  and 
profiting  by  the  "Things  which  are  behind,  and  reaching  forth 
unto  those  things  which  are  before,"  let  us  "Press  toward  the 
mark  for  the  prize  of  the  high  calling  of  Gotl    in  Christ  Jesus." 
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POETICAL  OFFERINGS. 


Several  poems,  sent  as  tributes  of  affection  for  the 
Old  South  Church,  were  read  by  Mrs.  David  Foss. 
Space  can  be  given  here  for  only  the  poem  by  Mrs. 
Haskell,  that  had  been  expressly  requested  for  the 
occasion  h\  the  unanimous  vote  of  the  General  Com- 
mittee. Others  by  Rev.  W.  R.  Cochrane,  D.  D.,  :Mr. 
Edward  D.  Pritchard,  and  Delevan  Knight  Carter, 
Esq.,  will  be  found  in  the  Appendix  to  this  volume. 

"  HOLY    rSIEMORIES    CLUSTER." 

Afi  Anniversary    Poem    by   Airs.  Elizabeth    Kimball  Haskell, 
of  Baker,    Oregon. 

Holy  memories  cluster  round  thee, 

Ancient  church  in  sea-girt  town  : 
Generations  past  have  crowned  thee 

With  a  fadeless,  pure  renown. 

Ministering  at  thine  altar, 

Fearless  men  of  God  have  stood ; 
Men  who  would  not  shrink,  or  falter 

To  have  sealed  their  faith  with  blood. 
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F'iies  of"  Sinai  iieie  ha\e  kindled, 
Holts  of  wrath  been  hurled  at  sin, 

Vain  ambitions  paled  and  dwindled 
As  the  perfect  light  shone  in. 

Sweet  as  rills  in  desert  places, 

Sounded  forth  the  gospel  call, 
Pardon,  peace  and  countless  graces 

Offered  full  and  free  to  all. 

Oh,  the  prayers  like  incense  lifted 

Through  the  opened  gates  of  Heaven  I 

Clouds  of  doubt  and  anguish  rifted. 
Souls  new-born  and  sins  forgiven. 

Like  a  vision  now  appear. 

Forms  that  long  since  passed  away; 
Voices  sweet,  melodious,  clear. 

With  the  invisible  choir  today. 

Here  in  holy  convocation, 

Maid  and  matron,  sire  and  son. 

Sat  the  reverent  congregation, 
Worshipping  the  Triune  One. 

Hearts  that  thrilled  have  ceased  to  beat. 
Burning  lips  are  cold  and  dumb; 

Yet  are  heard  the  pilgrims'  feet, 
As  they  to  this  Mecca  come. 

Still  pursue  thy  sacred  mission. 

Grand  old  church,  our  love  and  pride  I 

Call  the  sinner  to  contrition. 
Preach  a  Saviour  crucified. 
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Let  thy  heavenward-pointing  spire 

Lift  the  thought  of  men  above; 
Raise  the  flagging  purpose  higher, 

Fill  the  atmosphere  with  love. 


As  of  old  the  Master  goeth 

Through  his  church  with  eyes  like  flame; 
He  thy  patient  labor  knoweth, 

All  thou  doest  in  His  name. 


Thus  the  heavenly  message  runneth, 
'Tis  the  Spirit  makes  it  known, 

Unto  him  that  overcometh, 

Will  I  grant  to  share  my  throne. 


I  3  6 


FIRST    PRESBYTERIAN    CHURCH. 


Ll'TTIiRS  OF  a).\(;KATri.Ari(l.\, 


Numerous  messages  of  salutation  and  congratula- 
tion were  received  from  all  parts  of  the  countr^^ 
East,  West.  North  and  South,  The  orio-inals  will  be 
bound  up  in  a  special  volume  and  placed  with  our 
archives.  All  of  them  were  publicly  read  b^'  the 
Pastor;  by  Mr.  William  Binley,  the  clerk  of  the 
church;  or  by  Mr.  William  E.  Chase,  the  chairnum 
of  the  Committee  on  Invitation.  Some  of  these  have 
been  abridged  and  others  are  printed  in  full,  while 
others  again  can  only  be  gratefully  mentioned ;  but 
all  were  prized  and  will  be  treasured. 

FROM      IIIE    PRESI!\  TERV    OF    liOSTOX. 

At  a  special  nieetiiif^  i.>i  tlic  Prcshvtcrv  of  Boston,  held  March 
30,  1S96,  it  was  unanimously  voted,  by  a  risin<(  vote,  tu  author- 
ize Rev.  Luther  II.  Anj^ier,  D.  D.,  and  Rev.  Peter  M.  MacDon- 
ald,  D.  I).,  '••to  convey  to  the  beloved  First  Church  of  Xew- 
buryport,  which  is  one  of  the  oldest  in  our  Presbytery,  as  well 
as  one  of  the  best  and  most  highly  honored,  our  heartfelt  con- 
gratulations   on   her  growth,  prosperity,  and   perseverance  amid 
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a  century  and  a  half  of  arduous  labors  and  tempestuous  trials, 
for  the  sake  of  the  truth  as  it  is  in  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ.  Our 
prayer  is  that  century  after  centurv  may  be  added  to  your 
career,  till  the  Lord  shall  come  to   make  up  His  jewels." 

The  above  committee  did  their  duty,  and  the  above  resolution 
was  pul)licly  read  before  the  congregation  assembled. 


FROM    THE    OLDEST    CHURCH     IN    AMERICA. 

The  followino^  is  an  abridijment  of  a  oTcetino-  read 
in  full  from  Christ  Church  at  Hempstead,  Long 
Ishmd,  which  merits  the  honor  of  being  the  oldest 
church  of  our  denomination  in  America. 

Dear  Brethren  : 

It  is  with  pleasure  that  the  members  of  this  historic  churcli, 
through  their  Pastor  and  elders,  congratulate  you  upon  the  be- 
nign Providence  of  God  that  has  vouchsafed  to  you  such  an  era 
of  glorious  achievements.  Onr  churches  have  a  common  origin 
in  the  Puritanism  of  Old  and  New  England,  and  rejoice  in  an- 
cestors who  gave  its  ecclesiastical  and  civil  development  to  our 
Western  continent.  Thev  built  for  eternitv,  as  well  as  for  time. 
Your  anniversary  celebration  lets  the  present  generation  see  the 
beginnings  of  life  in  this  countr\ ,  as  the  sun  lifts  the  fog,  show- 
ing objects  in  their  true  pr()p()rtif)n  and  setting,  ^'<)ur  venerable 
church  was  founded  and  kept  alive  regardless  of  indifferent 
friend  or  outspoken  foe. 

We  join  with  you  in  lauding  those  Puritans  wdio  w'ere  Cal- 
vinistic  in  doctrine  and  Presbyterian  in  polity.  The  founder  of 
our  own  church  was  a  typical  Presbyterian  Puritan,  Rev. 
Richard  Denton,  a  pastor  in  Halifax,  England,  from  1623  to 
1630,  when  he  was  driven  away  bv  the  animositv  of  the  Crown. 
He  was  in  New  England  till  1644,  when  he  and   his   flock  were 
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again  driven  out  and  found  a  pcTuianent  home  in  Hempstead. 
Our  church  and  your  church  are  comiected  with  the  beginnings 
ot  American  civilization,  in  touch  with  the  process  that  made 
the  Declaration  of  Independence  and  the  United  ^States  Con- 
stitution possible.  May  the  struggles,  trials,  successes  and  vic- 
tories of  the  past  be  an  inspiration  to  you  for  the  days  to  come, 
so  that,  under  the  blessing  of  God,  both  pastor  and  people  may 
advance  the  good  work  begun  by  the  fathers,  and  bring  glorv 
and  honor  to  the  cause  of  the  Master  and  the  name  of  our  be- 
loved Presbyterian  Church. 

Frank  Mki. villi-:   Kkkr,    Pastor, 
And  all  the  Klders. 


FROAr    THE    ''Or.D    FIRST  "    OF    NEW    YORK. 

The  "Old  P^irst"  Presbyterian  Church  in  the  city 
of  New  York  sends  greeting  to  the  "Old  South" 
Presbyterian  Church  in  Xewburyport,  Massachusetts, 
upon  the  one  hundred  and  fiftieth  anni\crsar\-  of  its 
organization : 

Beloved  Servants  of   Christ : 

We  congratulate  you  upon  that  kindly  Providence  whicli  has 
privileged  you  to  uphold  the  principles  of  our  common  faith 
and  order  upon  an  altar-spot  hallowed  by  the  consecrating  in- 
rtuences  of  a  century  and  a  half  of  worship.  We  rejoice  in 
your  joy  with  a  kinsfolk  gladness.  A  bond  of  kindred  exper- 
ience unites  us.  Like  you,  we  have  learned  the  worth  of  a 
legacy  of  storied  memories,  and  have  felt  the  thrilling  inspira- 
tions which  are  enkindled  by  a  venerable  spiritual  ancestry. 

From  out  your  home  circle,  one  and  another  has  entered  into 
the  fellowship  of  our  household,  enriching  us  with  benedictions 
of  Christian  force  and  grace  which   you  had  cultured. 
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Moreover,  the  life  of  tliat  man  of  God,  George  Wliitetield, 
above  whose  sacred  dust,  with  untiring  vigil  you  keep  ever 
burning  the  flame  of  a  reverential  memory,  rivets  your  Church 
and  ours  in  a  singular  intimacy. 

A  mighty  revival  issuing  from  the  ministry  of  Whitefield  was 
the  spring  of  our  prosperity.  He  smote  the  frowning  rocks 
which  challenged  the  advance  of  our  infant  church,  and  healing 
streams  gushed  forth,  which  to  this  day  yield  perennial  refresh- 
ing. A  heart  subduing  appeal  fi'om  the  lips  of  Whitefield,  led 
a  lad  up  Calvary,  who  in  the  after  time  ministered  to  our  Church 
in  its  longest  pastorate,  and  made  the  name  of  John  Rodgers  an 
heirloom  of  American  Presbyterianism. 

It  is  with  an  heart  warm  and  with  unfeigned  earnestness, 
therefore,  that  we  invoke  in  your  behalf  the  favor  of  the  God 
of  the  Covenant. 

May  the  Shepherd  of  Israel,  who  has  guided  you  over  so  long 
and  shining  a  pathway  of  service,  lead  you  on  into  a  future  of 
ever  widening  influence  in  maintaining  the  honor  of  His  name, 
and  in  the  bringing  of  His  great  grace  to  the  help  of  this 
needy  world. 

Howard  Duffield, 

Pastor  of  the  "  Old  First"  Church. 

Eugene  McJi.msev, 

Clerk  of  Session. 


FROM    THE    FOURTH    CHURCH    OF    NEW    YORK. 

The  Fourth  Presbyterian  Church  of  New  York  City,  forty 
years  the  junior  of  the  "  Old  South,"  sends  loving  greeting  and 
sincere  congratulation  upon  the  auspicious  celebration  at  hand. 
You  have  made  grand  history,  and  we  are  sure  you  purpose  to 
keep  on  making  it ;  for  there  is  nothing  like  the  perseverance  of 
the  saints.  May  you  one  and  all  be  richly  blessed  in  Him  who  is 
the  same,   vesterday,  today  and  forever. 

In  l)ehalf  of  the  Session, 

Joseph  D.  Kerr,  Pastor. 
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FROM      THE     I-IKST    till  lUll     Ol'     KANSAS    CITY. 

Dearly    Beloved    in    tJie    Lord: 

The  Session  of  the  First  Presbyterian  Churcli  of  Kan.s;is  Citv, 
Mo.,  moderated  by  the  Pastor,  in  behalf  of  the  con<;re<^ation, 
sends  Christian  greetings.  We  congratulate  you  upon  the  oc- 
casion of  your  one  hundred  and  fiftieth  anniversary  of  the  exist- 
ence of  your  organization.  Ma\-  the  l)lL'ssing  of  the  (ireat 
Head  of  the  Church  continue  to  rest  ui)on  vou  and  piosper  one 
of  the  ''  Mother  "  Piesb\terian  churches  in  America.  The  Lord 
bless  thee  and  keep  thee  ;  the  Lord  make  Ilis  face  to  shine  upon 
thee  and  be  gracious  unto  thee  ;  the  Lord  lift  up  His  countenance 
upon  thee  and  give  thee  peace. 

Signed  bv  order  of  Session, 

P.  vS.  Brown,  .Senior  Elder. 


FROM    THE    FIRST    RELIGIOUS    SOCIETY. 

The  following  o-reeting  is  tloubh-  sio-niticant,  first, 
as  being  unique  of  its  kind  among  the  local  churches; 
and,  secondly,  because  it  is,  so  far  as  known,  the  onlv 
otficial  recognition  e\er  given  by  this  "  Mother 
Church"  that  the  truant  daughter  was  worth}-  of  re- 
gard. For  both  these  reasons  the  salutation  is 
acceptable  and  welcome. 

The  First  Religious  Society  of  Nevvburyport  sends  its  cordial 
greetings  to  the  First  Presbyterian  Church  on  this,  the  one  hun- 
dred and  fiftieth  anniversary  of  its  organization.  Being,  in  part 
at  least,  an  offshoot  of  this  Church,  we  congratulate  our  eldest 
daughter  on  the  good  work  accomplished  in  the  past,  and  trust 
that  in  aiding  to  build  up  the  Kingdom  of    God  upon  earth   in 
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the  future,  her  success  mav  be  still  aiore  marked.  Your  history 
is  one  of  which  you  may  well  feel  proud,  interwoven  as  it  is 
with  that  of  the  Town,  the  State  and  the  Nation,  in  all  the  great 
movements  for  the  advancement  of  mankind  for  the  past  centurv 
and  a  half. 

May  that  love  of  God  which  animates  Christianity  unite  us  all 
in  working  for  that  "Peace  on  earth  and  good  will  to  men,'' 
emphasized  as  it  is  at  this  Easter  season,  until  there  is  established 
upon  this  earth  a  veritable  brotherhood  of  all  mankind. 
For  and  in  behalf  of  the  Society, 

H.   B.   Little,  \ 

H.   E.   LuNT,  |-  Committee. 

A.   W.   Greeni.eap\    ) 

Newburvport,  Mass.,  April  6th,  1S96. 


FROM    THE    HISTORICAL    SOCIETY. 

The  Historical  Society  of  Old  New'bur\-  would  tender  its  con- 
gratulations to  the  First  Presbyterian  Society  of  Newburvport, 
(the  "Old  South  Chiuxh'')  upon  the  very  successful  celebration 
of  its  one  hundred  and  fiftieth  anniversary,  and  would  express 
the  confident  trust  that 

"  It's  work  of  tongue  and  pen, 
It's  love  of  (jod  and  men," 

will  in  coming  time  be  still  more  worthy  the  respect  and   honor 
of  the  community  than  it  has  been  in  the  past. 

In  behalf  of  the  Society, 

Emily  A.  Getciiell,  Secretary. 


FROM    REV.    BREVARD    D.    SINCLAIR. 

The  Following  greeting,  dated  at  Charlotte,  X.  C, 
April  3rd,  1896,  and  addressed  to  the  Committee  on 
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Invitation,  is  i'roni  the  pen  of  one  of  the  three  living- 
jiastors  wlio  lia\e  ser\  ed  this  (^'hureh.  and  it  is  ae- 
cordinnh'  printed  in  full: 

Dear  J)rct//re>i : 

^'our  invitation  to  be  present  on  the  occasion  of  the  one  hun- 
ched and  fiftieth  anniversary  of  the  completed  organization  of 
the  First  Presbyterian  Church  of  Newburyport,  Mass.,  has  just 
been  received,  having  been  forwarded  to  me  from  mv  home  in 
Placerville,  Cal.  Tlie  fact  of  my  absence  from  my  home  will 
account  for  this  tincly  response  to  your  invitation  to  be  present 
with  \()u  on  th;it  occasion.  I  regret  exceedingly  mv  inability  to 
be  with  vou  and  the  dear  people  of  my  former  church  and  parish 
on  that  inenioral)le  anniversary.  Nothing  but  circumstances 
over  wliich  I  have  no  control  prevents  my  participation  in  the 
love-feast  which  I  sincerely  pray  God  will  be  indulged  in  then 
by  the  descendants  and  successors  of  the  elect  and  heroic  found- 
ers of  the  Old  South  Church. 

For  the  past  few  ihi\  s  I  ha\e  been  in  attendance  in  this  vicinity 
upon  the  centeiuiial  anniversarx  of  the  Concord  Presbytery  in 
the  synod  of  North  Carolina.  The  meetings  were  held  in  a 
Presbyterian  church  which  completed  its  organization  in  1736. 
Although  not  inuuediately  founded  l)y  George  \\' hitefield,  still 
the  influence  of  his  masterful  heart  and  revival  ferxor  greatly 
affected  it  from  its  birth.  As  I  sat  in  this  assembly,  and  heard 
the  addresses,  the  biographies,  and  the  sketches  of  these  pastors 
and  churches  of  blessed  memory  in  mv  nati\e  state  and  county 
(all  of  whom  were  greatly  iuHuenced,  (luickened,  nurtured  and 
sustained  by  the  great  Whitefield)  my  heart  consciously  returned 
to  the  church  of  Federal  street,  beneath  whose  pulpit  repose  his 
sacred  bones,  and  in  whose  walls  I  was  permittetl  to  break  with 
you  one  and  all  the  bread  of  life  and  preach  to  you  the  same 
Gospel  which  Whitetield  tlumtiered  from  Newburyport  to 
Georgia.        As  one  by  one  the   biographies  of   ministers  of  this 
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region  in  the  colonial  days  were  read,  it  thrilled  my  heart  to  hear 
it  said  of  many  of  them  that  they  had  been  brought  out  of  dark- 
ness into  light,  comforted  in  their  affliction  and  inspired  with 
holy  zeal  by  the  man  who,  under  God.  was  the  spiritual  father 
of  the  Old  South  Church. 

The  old  theological  controversy  wliich  was  waged  in  New 
England  between  the  ''  New  Side"  under  Whitefield  and  the 
"  Old  Side  "  on  the  part  of  the  silurian  ecclesiasticism  of  the 
eighteenth  century  I  found  was  also  carried  on  here  in  the 
churches  of  my  native  land,  and  reminded  me  of  that  separation 
from  the  First  Congregational  Parish  of  Newbur\',  Mass., 
which  caused  Jonathan  Parsons  to  be  its  first  pastor  and  honored 
me  by  making  me  the  twelfth. 

Nothing  would  so  rejoice  my  heart  as  to  be  present  with  you, 
my  beloved  brethren,  the  Pastor,  the  people  of  the  cliurch.  the 
parish,  your  children,  the  venerable  Dr.  Vermilye  (who  shares 
with  me  the  honor  of  being  surviving  pastor)  and  the  friends, 
neighbors  and  kindred,  who  will  with  you  mingle  the  congrat- 
ulations and  the  thanksgivings  of  the  past  with  the  hopes  of  the 
future. 

God  has  vouchsafed  to  you  a  noble  history,  a  precious  heri- 
tage and  an  immortal  name.  The  Gospel  which  George  White- 
field,  Jonathan  Parsons  and  the  pastors  of  the  Old  South  have 
preached,  and  its  people  have  loved  and  believed  for  one  hun- 
dred and  fifty  years,  is  the  Gospel  which  Paul  preached,  Augus- 
tine defended,  Luther  reformed  and  Whitefield  revived. 

"  The  honors  of  a  name  'lis  just  to  guard ; 
Thej  are  a  trust  but  lent  us,  which  we  take, 
And  should  in  reverence  to  the  donor's  fame, 
With  care  transmit  them  down  to  other  hands." 

I  beseech  you,  therefore,  brethren,  by  the  mercies  of  God, 
that  while  you  are  as  liberal  as  the  love  of  God,  you  may  be 
as  conservative  as  His  word,  and  that  }ou  and  your  children  and 
your  children's  children  may  as  faithfully  enshrine  in  the  century 
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to  come  the  faith  of  Whitclicld  as  \oii  have  securelv  sateiijuarclecl 
in  the   past  the   mortal   relics  ol'  the  <j^ieat  preacher. 

1  would  affectionately  urj^e  you  also  to  the  catholicity  of 
George  Whitefield,  whose  heart  embraced  two  continents  and 
upon  whom  came  daily  the  care  of  the  churches  from  Georgia 
to  New  England.  As  I  pen  these  words,  I  am  writing  on  the 
spot  where,  when  the  Presbyterian  people  of  Mecklenburg 
County,  N.  C,  received  the  news  that  the  British  "  had  inhu- 
manly shed  the  blood  of  American  patriots  at  Lexington,"  they  is- 
sued the  first  Declaration  of  American  Independence,  in  response 
to  that  Christian  and  fraternal  sentiment,  which  animated 
the  founders  of  our  beloved  Presbyterian  church  in  America,  and 
fitted  Its  members  to  march  to  Bunker  Hill  at  the  drum-beat  of 
Christian  patriotism  and  muster  at  King's  Mountain,  Cowpens 
and  Yorktown.  And  it  was  George  Whitefield  who  brought 
the  power  of  the  Holy  Ghost  to  bear  upon  the  life  of  the  great 
Rev.  Alexander  Craighead  of  this  place,  by  which  he  moulded 
the  character  of  the  Presbyterian  patriots  of  the  colony  in 
North  Can^lina,  who  issued  the  Mecklenburg  Declaration  of 
Independence. 

Of  Craighead  it  was  said  that  ''  he  laid  the  c^^^^  that  set  the 
hen,  tliat  hatched  the  cock,  that  crowed  on  the  morn  of  May 
the  2oth,  I  775." 

Surrounded  bv  these  historic  reminiscences  vou  can  per- 
ceive that  I  am  keenly  in  touch  and  sympathy  with  your  trans- 
actions of  Apiil  the  7th,  1S96.  For  nearlv  five  years  your  pas- 
tor, having  been  welcomed  in  \our  homes,  mingling  mv  tears 
with  yours  in  the  hour  of  soirow  and  bereavement,  rejoicing 
with  vou  as  you  rejoiced,  baptising  your  children  and  burying 
vour  dead,  I  shall  ever  cherish  for  you  all  the  fondest  afiection. 

There  will  be  at  yoiu"  anniversary  \acant  chairs;  there  will 
will  not  be  heard  the  sound  of  xoices  which  I  loved  once  to 
hear.  Some  of  vour  number  have  put  off  this  mortal  that  they 
might  i)ut  on  immortality.  These  reflections  awaken  in  me 
minified    emotions    of    joy    and    sorrow,  and    make    me  content 
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to  be  deprived  of  the  pleasure  of  meeting  with  you  all  as  I 
recall  the  pain  I  would  feel  by  reason  of  the  absent  faces  and 
hushed  voices  of  your  beloved  dead. 

In  conclusion  let  me  congratulate  you  upon  the  completion  of 
the  hundred  and  fifty  years  of  your  church  history,  and  let  me 
urge  vou  in  the  words  of  Dryden  : 

"  Do  then  as  _your  progenitors  have  done, 
And  by  your  virtues  prove  yourself  their  son." 

Will  you  read  for  me  as  my  message  to  you  from  the  Word 
of  God,  Philippians  IV,  from  the  seventh  to  the  ninth  verse. 
W^ith  fondest,  faithful  regard. 

Affectionately  }ours  in  Christ  Jesus, 

Bre\ard  D.  Sixclaik. 


FROM    BISHOP    CLARK. 

To    the    Pastor     and    Members    of  tJie    First    Preshyteria)/ 
Church  : 

I  have  promised,  wiienever  I  had  the  strength  given  me,  to 
write  a  few  words  of  congratulation  on  the  occasion  of  the  one 
hundred  and  fiftieth  anniversary  of  the  Federal  Street  Church. 
More  than  eighty  years  have  passed  since  I  sat  on  the  little  cricket 
in  my  father's  pew  and  listened  to  the  tones  of  good  Dr.  Dana's 
voice  as  he  addressed  his  people  from  the  pulpit. 

The  church  edifice  in  those  days  had  a  very  different  appearance 
from  the  structure  which  now  accommodates  the  congregation. 
I  wish  that  it  could  be  reproduced  for  a  day  or  two  during  the 
present  commemorative  services.  Every  feature  of  the  old 
building  is  distinct  in  xwy  memory — tlie  lottv  roof,  the  white- 
washed walls — the  projecting  beams — the  uncurtained  \\  iiidows 
— the  uncarpeted  aisles,  (crossing  and  re-crossing  each  other,) 
— the   pews  unpainted,   excepting  a    few  occupied  by  the  richer 
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pcdple, — iinii|ia'  chandi'lici- (the  like  of  which  was  iic\  cr  seen  in 
any  other  huilchnu,)  the  woiulcii'nl  pulpit  snnnountcil  1)\  the 
t'oiniiilahlc  sounthn^;"  I'oaith — the  sipiai'c  pew  helow.  where  the 
aged  men  sat  and  dozed  during  tlie  sennon,  the  narrow  enclosure, 
in  front,  for  the  accommodation  of  the  Deacons  : — (good  Deacon 
Moody,  I  can  see  him  so  distinctl\-  with  his  jihicid  and  re\erend 
face  and  closed  eyes — and  Deacon  Ik'ck  witii  the  huge  trumpet 
in  iiis  ear) — the  semi-circular  Communion  tahlc  which  hung  on 
its  hinges  excepting  (hiring  the  adininisti  ation  of  the  Sacrament 
— there  is  to  my  mind  a  special  chanu  in  tlu'  recollection  ol"  this 
\'eneral)le   Iniilding. 

I  have  only  a  faint  rememhrance  of  Dr.  Dana's  ministry,  but  I 
w  ell  recollect  how  my  mother  wept  on  the  day  when  he  preached 
his  farewell  sermon.  He  was  a  man  of  rare  accomplishments — 
a  holy  man,  whose  presence  inspired  one  with  awe. 

Dr.  Dana's  successor,  the  Rev.  Samuel  P.  Williams,  was  a 
very  remarkable  preachei-  and,  young  as  I  was,  his  sermons 
made  a  strong  impression  upon  mv  mind. 

1  can  never  forget  one  of  his  impressixe  discourses  entitled 
"Funeral  Sermons  to  the  Living."  He  ne\er  faltered  in  the  ut- 
terance of  his  convictions,  and  I  remember  one  of  the  striking 
sentences,  in  which  his  sermons  abounded:  "None  but  Al- 
mighty God  can  create  a  soul,  but  any  fool  can  destroy  one." 
He  died  early,  although  he  seemed  to  me  an  old  man,  and  the 
occasion  of  his  funeral,  with  the  sable  draperv  of  the  pulpit — 
the  solemn  music  of  "The  Dead  March,  in  Saul."  the  great 
sermon  by  the  Rev.  Dr.  Withington.  the  arrav  of  Clergv  and 
the  ciowdcd  congregation  Ict't  an  impi-ession  upon  me  which 
can  never  be  etlhced. 

According  to  tlie  custom  of  the  day,  all  the  ministers  in  the 
town  took  their  turn  in  giving  a  Sunday  service  after  his  death, 
the  salary  continuing  in  the  meantime  for  the  benefit  of  the 
widow. 

Dr.  Andrews  of  the  Pleasant  Street  church  came  lirst,  as  the 
oldest   minister,    and    next   Di'.    Morss   of   St.    Paul's  appeared  in 


4  7 


ONE    HUNDRED    AND    FIFTIETH    ANNIVERSARY 

full  costume,  gown,  cassock  and  bands,  after  the  style  of  the 
(lav,  and  read  a  portion  of  the  Episcopal  service  before  the  ser- 
mon. It  may  not  be  known  to  all  that  the  folio  pulpit  Bible  in 
the  Federal  Street  Church  which  I  presume  is  still  in  use,  con- 
tains the  Church  of  England  Book  of  Common  Prayer. 

Mr.  Williams  was  succeeded  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Proudfit  and 
the  church  was  remodeled,  to  suit  our  modern  notions  of  utilitv 
and  convenience.  At  the  period  of  which  I  write,  the  congre- 
gation was  very  large,  comprising  a  great  number  of  the  most 
respectable  people  of  the  town,  whom  I  can  recall  today  with 
very  great  distinctness — but  they  have  all  passed  away  and  their 
voices  are  silent  now. 

There  were  many  saintly  disciples  worsliiping  in  the  old 
Church  who  now  rest  in  Paradise. 

God  grant  that  those  who  now  occupy  their  places  may  follow 
their  good  example — trusting  to  the  meixy  and  love  of  the  same 
Saviour  upon  whom  they  relied  alone  for  their  Salvation. 

If  1  had  the  strength  I  would  be  glad  to  continue  these    remi- 
nisences  at  greater  length,  and  with  my  sincere  congratulations  to 
the  Pastor  and  people  of  this  ancient    parish, 
I  remain  verv  affectionately  vours, 

Thomas  M.  Clakk. 

Pro\idknce,  R.  I.,  February  7th,    1896. 


FROM    Ri:\-.    GEORGE    H.    CLARK,    D.    D. 

'Fo  tJie    Counnittee  07i   I/iviiation : 

The  memories  of  my  bovhood  in  the  Old  Presbyterian  Church 
are  of  the  sweetest  kind,  and  of  late  years  sitting  in  my  study, 
under  a  picture  of  our  Newburvport  iiome,  I  ha\e  often  iiuisrd 
for  the  half  hour,  on  the  dear  old  town  ami  the  dcai'  old  church 
and  the  dear  ones  who  are  gone. 

What  pictures  are  before  me  now  !  1  can  see  (sevent\'  \ears 
ago)  Mr.  Williams  solemnly  moving  down  Federal  street  foi-  the 
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nioniiiig  service,  but  cannot  iccall  liis  sciinons,  wliicli,  however, 
w  hen  a  man,  I  read  with  more  than  common  Interest. 

Ml.  Proudfit  seemed  as  one  of  our  familv.  Of  him  and  of 
liis  father  (of  Salem,  N.  Y.)  I  have  most  agreeable  recollections. 
The  aged  father  when  visiting  in  our  house  on  Green  street  made 
me  learn  the  Psalm,  "The  Lord  is  my  Shepherd." 

Mr.  Stearns  was  a  kind,  good  and  able  man,  l)ut  he  intimated 
from  the  pulpit  too  often  that  his  life  would  probably  be  a  short 
one  ;  that  is  the  only  thing  which  1  remember  of  his  preaching. 
The  fact  that  he  lived  to  an  old  age  probably  kept  his  dismal 
announcement  before  me.  Tlie  old  church  building  altered  in 
1S29  I  distinctly  remember.  Our  pew  in  it  was  the  left  hand 
back  one  at  the  Federal  street  entrance,  and  we  could  see  from 
that  point  all  that  was  going  on.  Mr.  Fitz  who  sat  in  front,  an 
old  gentleman,  was,  for  some  forgotten  reason,  mv  constant 
study.  Our  Sexton  I  looked  on  with  awe,  and  in  the  winter 
time  with  great  interest.  I  can  see  him  now  marching  one-third 
of  the  way  up  the  "broad  aisle"  puffing  his  breath  into  the  air 
in  order  to  ascertain  if  the  heat  was  sufficient.  It  was  not.  His 
breath  was  usually  seen,  and  cold  feet  had  to  be  kept  cold  until 
they  could  be  got  back  to  a  wood  fire  on  the  hearth  at  home. 

That  change  of  1829  in  the  edifice  was  a  great  event.  For  a 
time  in  our  house  it  put  talk  of  the  war  of  1S12  and  its  disas- 
trous results,  "French  claims"  and  common  business  matters, 
quite  aside.  When  the  brazen  numbers  for  the  pews  reached 
the  town  by  the  mail  stage  I  was  highly  excited.  Those  sponge- 
like ornaments  on  the  ceiling  above  the  chandelier  were  mv  fre- 
quent study. 

The  ponderous  Whitefield  monument  stands  now  fixed  in  my 
memory.  After  1S29  our  pew  was  near  the  pulpit.  It  was  a 
good  pew,  but  for  me  too  near  the  coffins  under  it.  The  custom 
of  turning  round  on  the  singing  of  one  hvmn,  face  to  the  sing 
ers,  gave  opportunity  of  seeing  those  who  sat  behind  us,  and 
was  compensation  for  the  loss  of  the  old  pew.  Mv  reveretl 
grandfather,  Abraham  Wheelwright,  occupied  a  pew  in  front  of 


149 


OXK    HUNDRED    AXD     FIFTIliril     A\.\I\EKSAK\ 

us,  and  his  brother  Eljenczer  sat  two  or  tlirce  pews  back  of  us. 
Near  him  (in  the  pew  with  him,  I  think)  was  Mr.  William 
Bartlet,  who  did  so  much  tor  the  Andover  Seminary.  My  in- 
terest in  Mr.  Bartlet  arose  from  the  fact  that  he  had,  if  my 
memory  fails  not,  14  buttons  on  his  waistcoat;  a  garment  now 
reduced  in  size  and  called  vest. 

Mr.  James  Caldwell  was  in  the  pew  behind  us  ;  he  was  a  <i^ood 
man  and  my  Sunday  school  teacher.  In  pews  near  us  were 
Miss  Hannah  F.  Gould,  and  many  other  noble  women,  and  men 
not  a  tew,  who  were  j^rominent  in  the  tow  11.  Mr.  Geort^e  Lunt, 
Cai)t.  Cushin<r,  Capt.  Simpson,  Mr.  Wills,  Mr.  Pettingell,  Caleb 
Cushing  with  his  finely  cut  and  thoughtful  face.  The  ciiurch 
was  full  and  seats  were  occupied  in  the  galleries. 

In  all  my  experience  I  have  never  seen  in  any  ]:)arish  a  nobler 
company  of  women  than  those  who  worshipped  in  the  new  edi- 
fice between  the  years  1830  and  1S35.  Some  of  them  were  real 
saints ;  beautiful  in  their  lives  and  character ;  and  among  them 
was  my  precious  mother. 

The  old  chapel  must  not  be  forgotten.  Missionary  and  other 
meetings  I  attended  in  it,  and  it  fell  to  me  sometimes  to  count 
the  collections,  Spanish  coin  clipped,  perforated,  often  worn 
smooth,  which  my  father  took  home  for  the  missionaries. 

Sixty-one  years  have  gone  since  I  left  my  early  home,  but  now 
I  can  truly  say  that   I   am   thankful  that  Newburyport   was  my 
birthplace,  and  that  my  earliest  training  was  so  closely  connectetl 
with  the  Presbyterian  Church  on  Federal  street. 
Very  truly  yours, 

GeOK(;E    I  I.   Cl.AHK. 

Haktioki),  Conn.,  March  5th,  1S96. 

KKOM     Ki:\'.     |()n.\     IMKi:,     d.     d. 

To    tJie     Co))i»iittee  on   Inviiat/oi/  : 

Your  letter  of  Januar\-  iStli  saying  that  the  "Old  South" 
Church,  of  my  nati\( 
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and  asking  me  to  send  a  few  lines  of  fraternal  <^Meelin<^  has 
awakened  many  interesting  nieniorics. 

I  was  at  once  carried  back  to  the  early  years  of  the  centur\' 
when,  as  a  very  little  boy,  I  ran  down  Federal  street  to  the 
church  and  into  the  gallery  where  my  father  was  leader  of  the 
choir.  He  took  me  in  his  arms  and  wrapping  me  within  his 
cloak  held  me  until  the  close  of  the  service.  The  love  there  be- 
gotten for  the  dear  old  Federal  Street  Church  has  grown  with 
every  passing  year  of  my  life.  I  was  early  taken  into  its  fold, 
and  it  continued  my  church  home  for  many  years.  How  vividly 
come  to  mind  at  this  time  good  Deacon  Moody  and  Mary  C. 
Greenleaf — saints  of  whom  the  world  was  not  worthy — and  a 
score  of  others,  some  of  whom  were  my  beloved  kindred. 

For  their  blessed  memory  and  that  of  all  the  faithful  who  have 
won  the  crown — for  your  present  and  for  your  future,  I  join 
with  you  in  giving  thanks  to  God,  the  giver  of  all  things. 

Your    brother  in  Clirist, 

John  Pike. 
Rowley,  March  i6,   1896. 


FROM    REV.    ALEXANDER    PROUDFIT,    D.    U. 

Beloved  Brethren  : 

I  regret  that  I  cannot  attend  your  anniversary  celebration. 
Although  my  father  had  ceased  to  be  its  pastor  when  I  was  born, 
he  was  never  weary  of  speaking  of  the  church  he  loved  so  well. 
As  often  as  possible  he  visited  Newburyport,  and  on  several  oc- 
casions took  me  with  him.  The  names  of  its  older  members 
were  familiar  to  me  ;  some  of  them  were  our  guests  ;  more  than 
once  have  I  enjoyed  their  hospitality,  and  spoken  in  the  pulpit 
beneath  which  repose  the  remains  of  the  prince  of  evangelists. 
Often,  when  my  father  revisited  your  city,  even  for  a  night,  word 
would  be  passed  around,  the  bell  would  l)e  rung,  and  an  audience 
would  gather  to  hear  him  preach.      His  friemls  there  were  ticar 
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to  him  to  the  close  of  Hfe,  and  I  doubt  not  their  intercourse  has 
been  renewed,  never  to  be  broken,  in  our  Father's  House  on 
liigh.  The  Psahnist  says :  "  Instead  of  thy  fathers  shall  be  thy 
children,  whom  thou  mayest  make  princes  in  all  the  earth."  So 
God  perpetuates  his  people  ;  so  Christ  perpetuates  his  church. 
May  God  fulfill  this  promise  to  the  dear  Old  First  Cliurch  in  all 
the  generations  to  come. 

Yours  in  Christ, 

Alexander  Proudfit. 
Springfield,  Ohio,  April  3rd,  1S96. 


FROM    HON.    SARGENT    P.    STEARNS. 

To  tJie  Coniniittce  on  I>H'itatio>i  : 

I  express  my  very  great  regret  that  it  is  impossible  for  me  to 
attend  the  exercises  connected  with  the  one  hundred  and  fiftieth 
anniversary  of  the  organization  of  the  "Old  vSouth  Church." 

My  father  was  its  pastor  when  the  hundredth  anniversary  was 
celebrated  fifty  years  ago,  and  I  wish  I  could  be  present  now  to 
renew  the  many  tender  memories  and  associations  the  occasion 
will  suggest,  and  in  his  name  and  speaking  as  I  know  he  would 
do  if  he  were  living,  attempt  to  express  something  of  the  affec- 
tion, and  interest,  and  pride  he  felt  in  the  Church  and  its  people 
to  the  last  days  of  his  life,  and  the  wish  and  confident  hope  that 
the  prosperity  and  usefulness  which  have  made  the  Old  South 
Church  so  conspicuous  among  the  churches  of  New  England 
may  broaden  and  deepen  and  grow  more  beneficent  through  the 
coming  century. 

I  would  like  to  have  told  them  on  mv  own  account  that 
I  have  never  ceased,  no  one  of  mv  father's  blood  can  ever  cease, 
to  appreciate  and  be  grateful  for  the  touching  tribute  thev  so 
spontaneously  and  generously  paid  to  my  father's  memory  at  the 
time  of  his  death. 
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Trusting  tliat  the  celebration  may  be,  as  I  cl()iil)t  not  it  will,  a 
great  success,  ami  with  assurance  of  my  kindest  regards,  believe 
me 

Very  truly  yours, 

Sargent  P.  Steakxs. 
Washington,  D.  C,  Ajjril  5th,   1896. 


FROM    REV.    J.    D.    KIXGSRURY,    D.    D. 

To  the    Cojumittee  on   Livitation : 

I  deeply  regret  that  my  duties  are  such  that  it  is  not  possible 
for  me  to  accept  the  kind  invitation  to  attend  the  most  interesting 
anniversary  of  the  First  Presbyterian  Church. 

I  rejoice  that  you  will  remember  together  all  the  way  the 
good  Lord  has  led  you  through  these  centuries. 

The  early  history  of  the  Church  was  marked  by  the  wonder- 
ful baptism  of  the  Holy  Ghost,  and  the  story  of  the  years  that 
have  followed  has  been  the  story  of  the  love  of  God. 

I  love  to  think  of  the  noble  line  of  godly  men  who  have 
served  in  the  pastorate. 

I  take  great  delight  in  the  memory  of  the  vast  number  of 
men  and  women  who  have  walked  together  in  love  and  who 
have  served  the  kingdom  of  God  and  have  now  entered  into 
rest. 

I  have  large  hope  for  the  years  to  come. 

The  benedictions  of  the  past  will  rest  on  the  church.  The 
good  Father  in  heaven  will  still  bless  and  keep  his  children. 
Under  the  wise  leadership  of  the  present  pastor  the  church  is  to 
accomplish  great  good. 

Heaven  bless  you  dear  brother  and  the  church  of  your  love. 
Affectionatelv  ever, 

/  J.    D.    KiNGSIURV. 

Bradford,  Mass.,  April  4,  1S96. 
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FROM    DR.    WISHARD,    OF    UTAH. 

Dear  Classmate  and  BrotJier  : 

Greeting  to  the  noble  Church  of  which  you  are  the  honored 
Pastor,  and  to  which  I  am  greatly  indebted,  through  one  of  its 
Christian  women,  to  whom,  next  to  my  own  mother,  I  owe 
more  than  to  any  other  person.  Her  name  was  Miss  Maria 
Titcomb,  the  daughter  of  an  .old  ship-builder,  and  away  back  in 
the  forties,  she  married  an  Andover  student  named  P.  S.  Cleland. 
In  those  days  Andover  had  a  reputation  for  solid  things  as  far 
west  as  our  Hoosier  state.  It  then  belonged  to  the  Church  on 
earth,  and  had  not  attained  its  present  etherial  altitude.  The 
young  minister,  with  the  treasure  Newburyport  gave  him,  mi- 
grated to  Indiana,  and  did  mission  work  at  Greenwood,  without 
the  aid  of  any  Home  Missionary  Board. 

My  introduction  to  them  was  wdien  I  put  a  load  of  hay  in  the 
mow  for  the  missionary's  horse.  The  kindly  words  of  the 
Yankee  woman  so  touched  the  heart  of  the  farmer-boy  that  it 
nearly  thumped  the  buttons  oft'  his  jacket.  A  little  later  she 
loaned  me  books  that  gave  tone  to  my  Christian  life  in  its  earliest 
development.  At  the  right  moment  she  put  in  my  hands  Dr. 
Plumer's  "Call  to  the  Ministry,"  and  it  was  indeed  a  call,  and  I 
said,  "Here  am  I,  send  me." 

I  can  recall  another  touch  from  your  seashore  city,  when 
plodding  my  way  through  Wabash  College.  I  was  boarding 
myself  at  the  rate  of  forty  cents  a  week,  and  had  given  my  last 
"fip-penny  bit"  into  the  contribution-box,  and  was  wondering 
whence  the  next  would  come  ;  when  a  letter  arrived  from  Mrs. 
Cleland  with  ten  dollars  as  a  gift  from  a  friend  in  Newburyport, 
a  maiden  lady,  and  that  made  my  fortune  to  the  end  of  the  term 
with  the  help  of  your  father's  woodpile  and  saw-buck.  At  the 
close  of  my  middle  year  at  Lane  Seminary,  I  had  occasion  to  go 
to  Boston  with  Mrs.  Cleland,  who  was  on  her  way  to  visit  her 
aged  father,  and  under  her  escort  I  visited  your  church  and  citv, 
not   suspecting   that   my   classmate  would    now   be    ministering 
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where  Whitcfield  preached,  while  I  am  out  here  in   Utah  ham- 
mering away  on  the  infamous  system  of  Mormonism. 

Let  me  congratuhite  your  people  on  their  long  and  noble  his- 
tory, and  on  the  noble  stand  for  truth  which  they  have  ever 
maintained.  Not  less  are  they  to  be  congratulated  on  the  noble 
men  and  women  whom  they  have  given  to  the  West.  The  faces 
that  greet  me  every  morning,  as  I  arise  and  go  forth  for  service, 
are  those  of  the  once  Miss  Titcomb  and  her  husband,  Dr.  Cle- 
land.  Last  autumn  I  picked  an  evergreen  sprig  from  their  graves 
at  Topeka,  Kansas. 

ALiy  I  also  congratulate  you,  my  classmate,  on  the  blessed 
tact  that  your  life  has  been  spared  through  the  years  of  toil  the 
^L'lster  has  permitted  you  to  enjoy.  Our  paths  have  diverged, 
yet  the  divergence  has  been  onl)'  seemingly,  for  the  roads  travelled 
by  all  believers  lead  to  the  City  of  God,  where  I  trust  we  may 
meet  again. 

Yours  as  ever, 

Samuel  E.  Wisiiard. 
Ogdex,  Utah,  March  24,  1S96. 


FROM    DR.    LITTLE,    OF    TEXAS. 

To  tJie    Committee  on  Invitation  : 

I  am  heartily  glad  of  your  anniversary.  In  1640  George 
Little  settled  in  Newburyport.  His  son  Tristram  was  the  father 
of  Enoch,  and  my  grandfather  was  Enoch's  son.  Enoch  married, 
June  5th,  17591  Hannah,  daughter  of  Samuel  and  Mary  Hovey. 
It  is  not  vain  to  have  in  one's  veins  a  vane  with  such  a  pointing, 
nor  is  it  vain  to  be  proud  of  such  veins,  and  to  strive  to  make 
them  vanes  indicating  a  useful  life.  There  was  something  pro- 
phetic in  the  conversion  of  Enoch  Little,  as  he  clung  to  the  rail- 
ing of  the  pulpit  of  your  church.  He  was  eleven  years  old,  and 
Whitefield  was  preaching.  Most  of  his  descendents  were  con- 
verted in  childhood,  and  received  a  revival  type  of  piety.     My 
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father  and  uncle  Jacob  when  they  spent  their  hist  dav  to- 
gether counted  over  their  nephews  and  nieces,  forty-four  in  all. 
Two  of  them  were  not  Christians.  They  spent  a  day  in  pra\er 
for  those  two,  and  they  were  converted.  Afterwai'ds  my  father, 
a  man  of  practical  faith  told  me,  "And  there  was  one  more  that 
we  forgot,  what  a  pity  !"  It  was  a  voice  from  out  the  old-time 
church.  Henry  Ward  Beecher  drilled  his  voice  in  a  valley 
where  there  were  three  echoes,  and  so  your  grand  old  Church 
drilled  its  piety  under  conditions  of  great  formalism,  but  its  im- 
pression belts  the  globe.  My  greetings  to  your  pastor,  of  whom 
I  am  a  former  pupil  and  a  life-long  friend,  and  to  the  aged 
church  of  which  he  has  the  pastoral  care. 

Henry  S.  Little, 
Dexnison,  Texas,  Feb.  29th  1896. 


FROM    OTHER     FRIENDS. 

Rev.  William  A.  McCorkle,  D.  D.,  of  Detroit,  Mich.,  and 
formerly  pastor  of  the  Springfield  Street  Presbyterian  Church 
of  Boston,  sent  a  message  of  congratulation  to  the  Church, 
and  of  affectionate  greeting  to  the  pastor,  reminding  Dr.  Flovev 
of  t!ie  time  when  he,  as  a  bov,  was  in  Dr.  McCorkle's  Sunday 
school  class  at  Crawfordsville,  Indiana.  He  spoke  also  of 
some  of  the  features  of  controvers}^  between  Old  School  and 
New  School  Presbyterianism.  His  letter  was  made  peculiarly 
touching  by  the  fact  that  it  w^as  among  the  last  he  ever  penned  ; 
his  death  occurring  about  a  fortnight  later. 

His  Honor,  Andrew  R.  Curtis,  the  Mayor  of  the  city, 
conveyed  to  us  his  regrets  at  not  being  able  to  accept  our  invita- 
tion to  take  some  part  in  the  social  festivities  and  to  enjoy  the 
public  exercises. 

Three  of  the  city  pastors  who  had  been  invited  to  ill!  ])laces 
on  the  program,  were  unable  to  do  so  and  sent  their  regrets, 
namely  Rev.  John  W.  Ward,  of  the  People's  Methodist  Episcopal 
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Church,  Rev.  R.  E,  liishoc.  of  the-  Washiiii^non  Street  Melhcxhst 
Episcopal  Church  and  Rev.  II.  II.  Churchill,  of  the  Advent 
Church. 

Among  the  distinguished  guests  present  was  Mrs.  Octavia  W. 
Richardson,  and  messages  came  from  Mrs.  Durfee,  Mrs. 
Newell  and  Mrs.  Wallace,  ladies  whose  husbands  were  formerly 
pastors  of  this  church.  Hon.  George  F.  Stone,  of  Chicago, 
Capt.  Moses  J.  Mulliken,  Mrs.  Eliza  A.  Merchant,  Miss  Marga- 
ret M.  Stone,  Miss  Sarah  M.  Stone,  and  Mrs.  Waldo  B.  Smith, 
all  of  this  city,  and  all  descendents  of  Rev.  Jonathan  Parsons, 
the  first  pastor  of  our  Church,  sent  greetings  and  also  attended 
the  exercises.  Mrs.  Lydia  C.  Tucker  and  Miss  Ada  N.  Tucker, 
daughter  and  great  grand-daughter  of  Dr.  Daniel  Dana,  another 
honored  pastor,  were  among  the  guests  of  the  occasion,  lieing 
also  members  of  this  Church. 

Thus  every  pastor,  from  the  very  llrst,  except  Mr.  Murra\ 
and  Mr.  Williams,  was  in  some  manner  represented  at  our 
Anniversary. 

Numerous  absent  members  of  this  Clnirch  remembeied  the 
occasion  and  sent  their  messages  of  affectionate  salutation. 

Greetings  were  likewise  received  from  the  following  persons: 

Professor  Edwards  A.  Park,  D.  D.,  the  veteran  theologian  of 
Andover  Seminary,  a  classmate  of  the  pastor's  father. 

Ex-President  Joseph  F.  Tuttle,  D.  D.,  and  President  George 
S.  Burroughs,  D.  D.,  of  Wabash  College,  Indiana. 

Rev.  Henry  A.  Davenport,  D.  D.,  pastor  of  the  First  Pres- 
byterian Church,  of   Bridgepoit,  Conn. 

Rev.  Luther  H.  Angier,  D.  D.,  of   P,oston. 

Rev.  W.  R.  Cochrane,  D.  I).,  of  Antrim,  X.  II. 

Rev.  James  Mitchell,  Ph.D.,  of  South  Framingham,  Mass. 

Rev.  A.  J.  Arrick,  pastor  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  of 
Mount  Sterling,  Kentucky,  that  has  just  celebrated  its  centennial. 

Rev.  Edwin  Charles  Haskell,  of  Sigourney,  Iowa. 

Mr.  William  H.  Baldwin,  President  of  the  Boston  Young 
Men's  Christian  Union. 
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Mr.  Jolin  Ward  Dean,  secretary  of  the  New  England  His- 
torical Society. 

Mr,  Anthony  S.  Morse,  Charlestown,  Mass. 

Mr.  George  Whitetield  Betts,  Englewood,  N.  J. 

Mr.  Charles  G.  Blatchley  and  family,  Wayne,  Penn. 

Mr.  Lucius  L.  Day  and  family,  Wayne,  Penn. 

Mr.  Horace  W.  Hovey,  Independence,  Iowa. 

Miss  Mary  Freeman  Hovey,  Crawfordsville,  Indiana. 

Rev.  and  Mrs.  Henry  F.  EUinwood,  Victor,  N.  Y. 

Edmund  Otis  Hove\-,  Ph.  D.,  and  Mrs.  Hovey,  New  York 
City. 
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ADDITIONAL  I'OHMS. 

Spontaneous  poetical  offerings,  mentioned  on 
page  134  as  to  appear  in  an  Appendix,  seem  to  be 
preferabl}-  in  place  along  with  the  other  reminders 
of  friendship  from  the  absent  admirers  of  the  Old 
South  Church;  and  as  tokens  of  affection  the\-  have 
a  \alue  of  their  own  that  calls  for  suitable  recogni- 
tion.    They  are  the  following: 

FROM    THE    AGES    PAST. 

BY     MR.   EDWARD    D.   PRITCHARD. 

(From  the  early  days,  members  of  the  Pritchard  family  have  done  faithful  work 
in  the  Church,  the  Parish  and  the  Sabbath  School,  and  those  of  the  present  generation 
have  good  cause  for  recalling  with  gratitude  the  memories  awakened  by  these  lines.) 

The  echoes  re-echoed  through  the  ages  past 
Are  prolonged  by  their  rolling  while  time  shall  last; 
And  we  hear  the  song  of  the  angels  again — 
"To  God  be  the  glory,  and  good  will  to  men." 

Our  fathers  builded  on  this  as  foundation 

For  all  that  they  wished  for  home  and  the  nation  ; 

And  they  placed  on  their  church  the  heaven-pointing  spire 

But  proved  by  holy  living  their  lofty  desire. 
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Tlieir  works  do  follow,  though  the  fathers  are  gone, 
As  fragrance  the  flowers  the  tempest  has  strewn  ; 
Or,  like  the  bold  ship  which  the  mad  waves  defied, 
Thej  come  gracefully  in  with  the  evening  tide. 

We  are  proud  of  their  names,  and  boast  noble  blood. 
And  ask  for  the  talents — so  faithfully  used — 
To  establish  throughout  this  sin-stricken  \vorld 
Temples  of  freedom  for  the  glory  of  God. 

They  beckon  us  on  from  the  evergreen  shore. 

But  only  the  faithful  have  right  to  go  o'er; 

So  we'll  work  while  'tis  day,  till  the  night  shall  come, 

And  we  hear  from  the  angels  the  glad  "  Come  home!" 

God  of  our  fathers  I     Grant  to  each  ere  we  part, 
The  most  precious  of  blessings,  a  (iod-touched  heart, 
And  we'll  give  thee  now,  and  we  hope  evermore, 
All  glory  and  honor,  dominion  and  power! 


''WHEN    I    AM    WEAK,  THEN  AM    I    STRONG. 

BY  DELEVAN  KNIGHT  CARTER,  ESq_. 

(The  author  of  these  lines,  a  relative  of  the  pastor,  and  one  who  loves  ;ind  honors  the 
Old  South  Church  for  its  history  and  for  the  good  it  has  done,  claims  nothing  but  leavi- 
to  say  so  in  his  own  way.) 

I'd  write  a  verse — I  would  rehearse 

Had  I  that  in   me  which 
Could  pen  a    line  or  make  a    rhyme 

Devoutly   true  or    rich, 
To  tell  your  virtues  and  your  might. 

Your  honored  ways  to  speak  ; 
But  I  cannot,  though  my  love  is  great; 

My  words  fail — I  am  weak. 
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Mv  words  lire  weak,  and  1  am  weak. 

My  tlioughts  I  can't  declare ; 
For  _you,  Old  Church,  to  me  are  grand  ! 

There's  nothing  to  compare 
In  me,  or  mine,  or  in  my  rhyme  ; 

My  words  are  worse  than  Greek  ; 
For  while  I  love  you,  dear  Old  Church, 

To  word  it,  I'm  too  weak. 


But  yet  I  write  with  true  delight, 

And  labor  to  set  forth 
My  love  for  you  in  all  you  do. 

Your  past  and  present  worth. 
And  through  the  Power  that  moves  the  world 

To  grace,  we  all  may  seek 
A  home  with  God,  who  built  this  Church; 

For  God  saves — though  we're  weak. 


"THE    FATHERS    THAT    PLANTED    SO    WELL. 

(From  Rev.  W.  K.  Cochrane,  D    D.,  of  Antrim,  N.  II.,  longest  settled  pastor  in  Boston 
Presbytery.) 

How  I'd  love  to  be  with  you    my  Brother,  today. 

As  you  tell  of  the  toils  and  the  tears, — 
As  you  gather  the  garlands  that  bloomed  by  the  way 

Of  the  hundred  and  fifty  years. 

We  know  not  the  fathers  that  planted  so  well 

In  the  times  of  troubles  and  fears; 
But  the  seed  has  borne  fruit  as  we  all  can  tell. 

For  a  hundred  and  fifty  years. 
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Then  George  the  Second  was  having  his  round- 
That  "snufty  old  drone,"  it  appears, 

When  the  fathers  joined  hands  on  this  holy  ground. 
Rack  a  hundred  and  fifty  years. 

I  doubt  not  their  names  are  spoken   above, 

And  many  an  Angel  hears. 
While  we  tell  of  their  faith  and  their  Christian  love. 

Back  a  hundred  and  fifty  years. 

Oh,  children  in  wonder.  Oh,  parents  in  prayer. 

Now  gone  to  the  radiant  spheres — 
Here  centered  their  worship,  and  love  and  care. 

Back  a  hundred  and  fifty  years. 

Here  Whitefield,  speaking  the  burning    word. 

And  others  whom   love  endears. 
In  whispers  out  of  the  past  are  heard 

For  a  hundred  and  fifty  years. 

Oh  stand,  old  Church,  while  time  shall  last  I 

Be  spoken,  O  Word  that  cheers  I 
May  the  light  shine  clear,  as  it  has  in  the  past, 

These  hundred  and  fifty  years. 

Oh,  the  good  for  which  they  toiled  and  wept. 
And  the  Faith,  which  our  heart  reveres— 

.Mav  we  keep  it  as  true  as  our  fathers  have  kept. 
These  hundred  and  fifty  years. 

Till  we  meet  them  all  where  the  blessed  are  met. 

Where  heaven  its  portal  rears. 
And  the  saints  in  their  endless  joy  forget 

The  centuries  and  the  years  I 
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Till-:    lUXOlHT. 

Abundant  hospitality  was  an'ordcd  for  all  guests. 
Those  from  out  of  town  were  entertained  b\-  the  Re- 
eeption  Committee,  at  the  Wolfe  Tavern,  or  pri- 
vately at  the  homes  of  members  of  the  conorrecration. 
A  tine  banquet  was  spread  in  the  chapel,  Wednesday 
evening,  previous  to  Dr.  Vermilye's  historical  ad- 
dress in  the  main  audience  room.  The  arrangements 
for  this  social  feast  were  ably  cared  for  by  the  spe- 
cial committee  appointed  for  the  purpose,  of  which  Mr. 
Charles  C.  Donnell  was  the  chairman,  aided  by  Mr. 
Edgar  J.  Batchelder,  and  the  chairman  of  the  General 
Committee,  with  other  members  of  the  conofresfation. 
As  some  two  hundred  and  tifty  guests  were  to  be 
provided  for,  and  the  space  was  limited,  it  was  neces- 
sar}'  to  admit  only  by  ticket.  A  hearty  welcome  was 
given  by  the  pastor,  who  introduced  Rev.  Peter  M. 
MacDonald,  D.  D.,  of  Boston,  as  the  presiding  officer 
for  the  occasion.  In  the  absence  of  Dr.  Angier,  who 
was  to  have  invoked  the  divine  blessing,    that    was 
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done  hv  Row  Dr.  Fiskc  of  I)cllc\illc.  after  wliich 
be«i;an  tlic  discussion  ot  tlic  \iands  sumptiioush"  pre- 
pared b\-  Messrs.  Fowle  and  Johnston  of  the  \\^)lfe 
Ta\  ern.  the  well-known  caterers. 

When  the  repast  was  hnished,  the  post-prandial 
eloquence  was  begun  by  Dr.  MacDonald  in  a  felici- 
tous speech.  He  glorified  Presbvterianism  in  general, 
tracing  it  down  from  Adam  and  Moses  to  the  present 
time,  showing  that  nearh'  e\erything  good  in  this 
world  was  due  to  its  direct  or  indirect  agency;  and 
then  in  the  happiest  manner  complimented  the  Old 
South  Church  on  what  he  termed  its  ''magniticent 
history,"  and  on  the  st\le  in  which  its  great  anniver- 
sary was  being  celebrated.  He  referred  to  the  his- 
torical addresses  in  terms  of  the  warmest  praise,  and 
congratulated  the  pastor,  the  session,  the  General 
Committee,  and  all  the  special  committees  on  the 
rare  ability  shown  in  their  plans  and  arrangements. 

What  followed  was  wholly  impromptu,  no  set  or- 
der of  speech-making  ha\ing  been  proN'ided.  Dr. 
David  Foss  spoke  brietiy  and  earnestl}'  on  behalf  of 
the  parish,  of  whose  standing  committee  he  is  the 
chairman.  Elder  Charles  M.  Pritchard  made  an  ef- 
fective speech,  as  a  representative  of  the  session, 
veryjustl}^  claiming  that,  on  these  historic  occasions 
the  rank  and    tile   of  the   army  should    be    honored, 
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without  whom  the  otliccrs  could  do  but  little.  He 
referred  to  the  generous  and  lo\al  lavmcn  and  sup- 
porters of  the  church,  whose  names  should  be  had  in 
loving-  remembrance.  Mr.  Charles  \\\  jacobN'  was 
called  on  to  speak  ior  the  vouul;-  ptM)ple,  and  did  so 
in  excellent  terms  of  eulogy,  pa3ing-  also  a  tribute  to 
the  aged.  Nathaniel  Appleton,  Esquire,  editor 
of  the  Herald,  spoke  on  behalf  ot  the  press,  without 
whose  labors  such  anniversaries  would  hardl\-  be  so 
successful,  and  between  which  and  the  religious 
community  there  ought  to  be  the  most  intimate 
friendship.  Mr.  Prentiss  H,  Reed,  secretary  of  the 
General  Committee,  w^as  called  on  for  a  few  remarks, 
but  offered  as  a  substitute  one  of  Whittiers  poems 
referring  to  the  Old  South  Church,  which  was  im- 
pressively read  by  his  daughter.  Miss  Tula  M.  Reed. 
Speeches  were  made  by  Rev.  L.  A.  Pope,  pastor  of 
the  Baptist  church,  and  by  Rev.  C.  P.  Mills,  pastor 
of  the  North  Congregational  Church,  neither  of 
which  had  been  closely  related  historically  with  our 
church,  but  both  of  which  had  many  interests  allied 
to  ours,  and  had  alwa\s  watched  with  gratification 
the  growth  and  success  of  their  Presb\terian  sister. 
Mr.  Mills  enlivened  his  address  b\-  witty  points  and 
telling  anecdotes.  Mr.  William  Little,  President  of 
the    Historical    Society,    re\ie\ved    at     considerable 
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length  the  historic  facts  bearing  on  the  tinal  recon- 
ciHation  of  the  Oldtown  church  and  the  Old  South, 
and  which  he  thought  should  be  recalled  with  pleas- 
ure at  such  a  time  as  this.  Other  speakers  would 
have  been  gladly  heard,  but  the  hour  had  arrived  for 
the  evening  service,  and  after  closing  words  and  a 
prayer  by  Dr.  Vermilye,  the  company  adjourned  to 
the  main  audience  room. 
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The  historical  addresses,  on  Tuesday  evening-  bv 
the  pastor,  and  on  Wednesday'  evening  by  Dr.  Ver- 
milye,  appear  in  full  in  the  tirst  part  of  this  volume; 
and  all  that  need  be  said  concerniiiL;"  them  here  is 
that  everybody  was  delighted  with  the  accuracy, 
ability,  pains-taking  fidelity  and  eloquence  with  which 
these  ministers  of  the  Gospel  accomplished  their 
agreeable  task.  The  result  as  now  embodied  in  this 
memorial  volume  will  be  appreciated  as  a  valuable 
addition  to  the  local  and  colonial  treasures  of  histor- 
ical literature.  The  supplementary  reminiscences 
of  the  Re^■.  John  R.  Thurston,  who  for  ten  years 
was  the  pastor  of  the  First  Church  of  Old  Newbur\-, 
were  fraught  with  ehxiuence  and  I'erN-or,  and  were 
heard  with  breathless  attention.  It  is  a  matter  of 
regret  that,  as  the\-  were  wholly  extempore,  it  has  not 
been  found  practicable  to  reproduce  them  for  this 
volume. 
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Amono-  the  most  attractive  features  ol'  all  the  ser- 
vices must  be  mentioned  the  instrumental  and  vocal 
music,  as  indicated  on  the  program.  The  oroan  \<)1- 
untaries  and  accompaniments  were  rendered  with 
great  skill  and  in  excellent  taste.  The  solos  by  Miss 
Adams  were  beautiful  and  were  impressive!}'  sung. 
Each  of  the  vocalists  was  in  the  best  possible  mood, 
and  entered  into  the  spirit  of  the  grand  selections 
given  from  the  works  of  the  great  masters  of  sacred 
harmony.  The  congregational  singing  was  remarka- 
bh'  fine,  and  every  soul  seemed  to  pour  itself  out  in 
song  with  "the  General  Assembly  and  church  of  the 
tirst-born,  whose  names  are  written  in  Heaven,"  as 
they   joined  in  the  familiar  hymn, 

"  Rlest  be  the  tie  that  binds  " 

Every  heart  responded  ^  Amen,"  when  the  Pastor 
dismissed  the  great  congregation  with  the  hallowed 
benediction : 

"  Now  the  God  of  peace,  that  brought  again  from 
the  dead  our  Lord  Jesus,  that  great  Shepherd  of  the 
sheep,  through  the  blood  of  the  exerlasting  Covenant, 
make  you  perfect  in  every  good  work,  to  do  his  will, 
working  in  you  that  which  is  well  pleasing  in  His 
sight,  through  jesus  Christ;  to  whom  be  glor\-  for- 
ever.    Amen." 
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^ppcui^iv  ^. 


niH  ALHF.KT  IllMHK  MliMOKIAL  CLOCK. 


The  clock  which  had  been  in  the  tower  since 
1785,  having  b}'  reason  ot'  long-  use  become  unfit  for 
further  service,  it  was  replaced  in  1895  b}'  the  memo- 
rial gift  ot  the  Plumer  famil}-;  the  following  detailed 
account  of  which  has  been  prepared  by  Mr.  John 
T.  Brown,  the  chairman  of    the   General  Committee. 

The  subject  of  a  new  clock  was  brought  to  the 
notice  of  the  brother  and  sisters  of  Mr.  Albert 
Plumer  who  deceased  October  14,  1894. 

They  at  once  came  forward,  and  expressed  their 
wish  to  place  a  new  clock  in  the  tower,  as  a  tribute 
of  their  affectionate  regard  for  the  memory  of  their 
brother. 

The  Parish  Committee  issued  a  call  for  a  meeting 
of  the  Societ}-  which  was  held  December  21st.  1894. 
At  this  meeting  Mr.  John  T.  Brown  made  some  in- 
troductory remarks,  following  them  by  reading  the 
accompanying  letter. 
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Xewburyport,  Dec.  21,  1S94. 
To  the  Paris/i  of  the  First  Presbyter ia)i  Society: 

Representing  a  family  which  has  long  been  identified  with  the 
membership  of  this  society,  it  is  \x\\  privilege  in  behalf  of  the 
brother  and  three  sisters,  to  express  to  you  their  desire  to  mani- 
fest their  affection  for  a  brother  recently  deceased,  by  placing  in 
charge  of  this  society  such  testimonial  as  has  to  them  seemed 
fitting  and  will  also  be  a  public  benefit. 

Accordingly  they  have  decided  to  have  placed  in  the  tower 
of  the  meeting  house  of  this  society  a  large,  first-class  tower 
clock.  Upon  the  acceptance  of  the  gift,  arrangements  will  be 
perfected  to  place  the  same  in  position  immediately,  and  have  it 
commence  its  work  of  pealing  out  the  half  hours  at  noon,  Jan. 
ist,  1895. 

Accompanying  the  gift  will  be  a  policv  of  insurance  for  six 
hundred  dollars  on  the  clock,  payment  of  which  has  been  pro- 
vided for  by  the  thoughtful  hearts  of  the  donors. 

The  only  condition  connected  with  the  gift  is  that  the  society 
shall  always  keep  it  insured  for  a  sum  equal  to  its  present  value, 
and  if  damaged  or  destroyed  from  any  cause  the  proceeds  of 
such  insurance  shall  be  used  to  procure  a  new  clock  of  similar 
value,  to  replace  the  one  so  damaged  or  destroyed. 

The  inscription  on  the  movement  shall  always  be  retained  as 
it  is  when  the  clock  is  placed  in  position  after  its  acceptance  by 
the  Society. 

In  behalf  of  the  donors  r3aniel  T.  Plumer,  Misses  Jane,  Maria 
and  Mehitable  T.  Plumer,  who  wish  in  this  manner  to  express 
regard  for  the  memory  of  their  brother,  the  late  Albert  Plumer, 
and  as  their  friend,  I  have  the  honor  to  unite  with  them  in  ask- 
ing acceptance  of  the  proposed  gift,  and  continue  the  well  wisher 
of  the  First  Presbyterian  Society  of  Newburyport. 

J.  T.  Brown, 
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On  motion  of  Mr.  )ohiiW.  W'iiulcr,  it  was  at  once 
voted  to  aeeei")t  this  o-enerous  ^itt,  aiul  Messis.  ).  W. 
Winder,  Joseph  H.  Noyes  and  Charles  M.  I'ritehard 
were  chosen  a  committee  to  pi'epare  suitable  resolu- 
tions. After  a  brief  conference  this  committee 
made  the  followinL^-  report,  which  was  unanimousI\- 
adopted. 

FIRST  l^RKST'.YTERIAN  SOCIETY  IN  XEWI'.r  RVPORT. 
Ix  Parish  Meeting  Dec.  21,  1S94. 

Having  been  advised  of  the  desire  of  Dr.  Daniel  T.  Plumer, 
and  Misses  Jane,  Maria  and  Mehitable  T.  Plumer  to  donate  to 
this  society  in  memory  of  their  brother,  the  late  Albert  Plumer, 
long  identified  with  us,  a  Hrst-class  tower  clock,  we  desire  to 
express  to  them  our  deep  appreciation  of  the  sincere  interest 
which  promptetl  the  gift,  and  of  the  kind  sentiment  with  wliich 
it  is  tendered  to  this  people. 

Voted  that  this  parish  accept  with  pride  and  gratitude  this 
token  of  love,  and  promises  to  care  for  it  in  compliance  with 
the  conditions  of  the  generous  donors. 

Voted  that  the  thanks  of  this  society  be  extended  to  them. 

That  a  copy  of  the  letter  of  gift  and  of  this  vote  be  entered  on 
the  Parish  records  and  that  a  copy  of  this  vote  be  sent  to  each 
of  tlie  donors. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  H.  P.  Macintosh  it  was  voted  that  the  letter 
of  gift  and  the  above  report  be  published  in  the  daily  press. 

On  motion  of  C.  M.  Pritchard  it  was  voted  that  Messrs. 
J.  T.  Brown  and  C.  T.  Smith  act  as  a  committee  to  attend  to 
the  placing  of  the  clock  in  position  in  the  church  tower. 
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In  accordance  with  the  wish  of  the  donors  and  the 
vote  ol  the  parish  Messrs.  Brown  and  Smith  procured 
a  iirst-chiss  tower  clock  witli  hour  and  half  liour 
striking  attachments,  which  was  put  in  position  in 
the  tower  of  the  meeting  house.  The  following  ac- 
count of  the  starting  of  the  clock  is  taken  from  the 
New^buryport  Herald  of  January  ist  and  2d,  1895. 

The  new  clock  in  the  Old  South  meeting-house,  given  by  the 
Misses  Plumer  and  their  brother  of  Newbury,  as  a  memorial  trib- 
ute to  their  brother,  the  late  Albert  Plumer,  has  been  placed  in 
position,  and  will  be  started  at  12  o'clock  this  New  Year's  day. 

As  a  tribute  of  respect  to  the  memory  of  him  whom  the  gift  is 
especially  intended  to  commemorate,  the  parish  committee  of 
the  First  Presbyterian  Society  have  directed  that  the  bell  be 
tolled,  commencing  about  11  o'clock.  Si  strokes,  Mr.  Plumer's 
age. 

After  the  clock  has  struck  the  hour  of  noon,  the  committee 
have  also  arranged  to  have  the  bell  rung  for  15  minutes,  ex- 
pressive of  their  jov  and  gratitude  to  the  givers  of  the  clock. 

IT    SOUNDS    OUT    FOR    THE    FIRST    TIME    AT    NOON, 
NEW    year's    day. 

Under  the  most  pleasant  circumstances  was  the  working  of  the 
new  tower  clock  at  the  Old  South  inaugurated  with  the  noon  of 
the  New  Year.  After  the  bell  had  tolled  its  tribute  to  Mr. 
Albert  Plumer,  Dr.  Daniel  T.  Plumer  and  his  daughters,  Misses 
Laura  J.  and  Maria  S.,  brother  and  nieces  of  the  donors, 
ascended  into  the  belfry  where  the  clock  has  been  placed.  At 
11.55  ^^^^  doctor  started  the  pendulum  and  at  I3  o'clock  the  bell 
pealed  forth  the  hour  of  noon.  There  were  many  persons  present 
around  the  meeting  house  to  hear  and  see  the  inauguration  into 
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service,  anioiii;-  tliein  Re\ .  Dr.  Ilovey.  Rc\ .  John  W.  Dodge 
and  daughter,  Collector  Macintosh,  Capt.  Oliver  ().  Jones, 
several  members  of  the  session  ot' the  clnncli,  and  others,  includ- 
ing many  ladies. 

Thus  is  added  another  tribute  to  those  who  ha\e  l)een  called 
from  this  sacred,  historical  meeting-house :  the  monumental 
marble  of  the  early  pastor,  and  Whitefield,  the  great  preacher. 
The  curfew  speaks  of  a  beloved  wife,  and  now  ''the  Plumer 
clock"  will  twice  every  hour  proclaim  the  affection  of  a  brother 
and  sisters  for  a  brotlier. 


Sundry  bequests  have  been  made  bv  iienevolent  persons,  and 
are  gratefully  mentioned.  The  largest  of  these  is  the  Emery 
Fund,  left  by  Miss  Sarah  M.  Emery  for  the  support  of  a  citv 
missionary  of  the  orthodox  faith  ;  it  is  managed  l)v  five  trustees 
who  make  an  annual  report  to  the  parish. 

Legacies  have  been  received  from  Mrs.  Eliza  A.  Ilart,  widow 
of  David  Hart,  and  Mrs.  Elizabeth  A.  Boardman,  widow  of 
Hon.  Isaac  H.  Boardman,  for  the  support  of  public  worship. 
Mrs.  Ellen  T.  Brown,  wife  of  John  T.  Brown,  Esq.,  left  a  fund 
to  help  defray  parsonage  expenses.  Miss  Phoebe  Harrod,  who 
died  at  the  age  of  loi  y'ears,  left  a  fund  to  be  managed  by  the 
session  for  church  purposes. 

Such  loving  thoughtfulness  is  to  be  commended,  that  thus 
seeks  to  sustain  and  perpetuate  a  venerable  and  historic  organi- 
zation ;  and  the  example  set  is  worthy  of  imitation  bv  those  stew- 
ards of  the  Lord  into  whose  hands  he  has  entrusted  wealth. 
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HISTURICAL    AFTHRMATH, 

BY  REV,  HORACE  C.  HOVEY,  D,  D„ 


PASTOR     OF    THE     CHURCH. 


Fertile  meadows,  thoroughly  mown,  often  reward 
the  thrift}'  farmer  by  an  ''aftermath/'  or  second 
mowing-,  that  is  well  worth  garnering.  Thus  it  is 
with  our  anniversary  of  the  First  Presbyterian 
Church,  Musty  records,  torn  old  pamphlets,  faded 
manuscripts  and  worn  clippings  from  newspapers 
have  come  forth  from  their  hiding-places,  besides 
those  already  examined;  and  aged  men  and  women 
have  related  their  merry,  or  grave,  reminiscences. 
The  accumulation  seems  to  our  Committee  on  Pub- 
lication worth}-  of  preservation  as  a  supplement  to  this 
volume.  Yielding  to  their  request,  the  pastor  has 
done  the  work  of  a  compiler,  with  the  valuable  aid 
of  the.  members  of  the  committee,  as  well  as  that  of 
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the  officers  of  the  Cliurch  and  the  Parish.  The  topics 
are  introduced  with  no  special  regard  to  tlieir  loii'i- 
cal  or  chronolog'ical   order. 


ACTS    OF    INCORPORATION. 

The  land  on  which  the  meeting-house  stands  was 
originally  sold  by  Deacon  Parker  Noyes  to  Joshua 
Beck,  for  whom  Beck  street  is  named.  He  in  turn 
conveyed  it  to  "'a  committee  of  the  proprietors  of  the 
meeting-house  that  is  to  be  built."  Originally  the 
business  of  the  congregation  was  done  bv  these 
''proprietors."  The  first  general  meeting  of  the  so- 
ciety was  called  for  August  2d,  1765.  The  records 
show  that  the  parish  was  incorporated  under  a  gen- 
eral act  of  the  Legislature  in  1794.  When  building- 
improvements  were  made  in  1829,  one  condition  was 
that  "the  Proprietors  should  sell  all  of  their  right  and 
title  to  the  Society."  Afterward  the  pews  were  sold 
again  at  auction,  Capt.  Charles  W.  Storey  bidding 
the  highest  premium  and  choosing  pew  number  12, 
which  was  occupied  by  himself  and  his  family  for 
sixty  years.  The  indixidual  ownership  of  many  of 
the  pews  continues  to  this  day;  and  an  annual  meet- 
ing must  be  held  of  the  proprietors,  as  well  as  of  the 
parish,  in  order  to  the  legal   transaction  of  business, 
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altlu)ULih  the  oriiccrs  of  the  one  hod}-  arc  tlic  oHlcers 
of  the  other  body  also.  L'oniniittees  were  apjiointed 
to  examine  tlie  hiws  of  the  State  rehitini;- to  our  all'airs 
in  175-',  1770,  17^4,  1N17,  iN.:;,:;  and    1S34. 

In  order  to  u'Ct  exact  int'oiination.  the  chaiiinan  of 
our  Committee  on  Publication  recent!}'  wrote  to  the 
Secretar}  of  State,  and  obtained  the  tbllowin^i-  reply: 

Coj/ifnonzcca/f//  of  JMassac/mseiis. 

OFI-ICH    OF    THE    SECRETARY.   | 
OCTOHER    21,    1896.  j 

Mr.  John     W.      Winder. 

Dear  Sir: — The  thirst  rresbvterian  Society  of  Xewhury- 
port  was  not  incorporated  by  a  separate  Act,  nor  was  it  in- 
corporated under  the  above  name.  Cliapter  44,  of  1793,  en- 
titled "An  Act  for  incorporating  the  several  religious  socie- 
ties in  New  huryport,  in  the  County  of  Essex,"  approved 
Fcl)ruaiy  22,  1794,  incorporated  "the  Presbyterian  Society 
in  Xewburyport,"  with  several  other  societies,  under  one 
general  Act.  The  full  text  of  the  Act  can  be  foiniil  in  the 
pui)lished  volumes  of  Laws  and  Resolves  of  JVlassachusetts. 
Yours  respectfullv, 

WlI.I.lAM     M.     Ol.lN, 

Sccrctarv  of  State. 

The  experiences  of  the  fathers  convinced  them 
that,  althouiih  there  had  always  been  a  good  degree 
of  harmon}-  between  the  church  and  the  parish,  the 
former,  as  well  as  the  latter,  ought  to  be  made  a  cor- 
porate bod}'.  Hence  we  gixe  the  following  extract 
from  our  church  records: 
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"^lay  I,  1S15.  "  The  Church  mel  in  the  chapel  and  voted  to 
accept  the  report  of  their  committee  who  were  chosen  in  Decem- 
ber, 1S13,"  viz.  Benjamin  Wvatt,  James  Kimball  and  Joseph 
jNIoodv,  "  which  committee  recommended  that  the  Church  be- 
come an  incorporated  body,  that  they  may  legally  hold  or  dispose 
of  real  estate."  "Voted  to  appoint  a  committee  of  three  for 
this  purpose.  Voted  that  Rev.  Daniel  Dana,  James  Kimball 
and  Benjamin  Wvatt  be  this  committee." 

"August  26,  1815.  Voted,  to  accept  the  report  of  the  com- 
mittee appointed  May  i,  1S15,  to  apply  to  the  Legislature  for  an 
act  of  incorporation ;  a  copy  of  which  Act  the  committee  had 
obtained,  and  presented  to  the  Session  for  their  acceptance. 
Also  voted  to  accept  the  Act  of  Incorporation,  in  the  name  of 
the  pastor,  deacons  and  elders  of  the  First  Presbyterian  Church 
in  Newburyport." 

A    COPY   OF    THE    ACT    OF    INCORPORATION. 

Com^non-vealth  of  AlassacJiusetts. 

In  the  year  of  our  Lord,  One  Thousand,  Eight  Hundred  and 
Fifteen.  An  Act  to  incorporate  the  pastor,  deacons  and  elders  of 
the  First  Presbyterian  Church  in  Newburyport. 

Sec.  I.  Be  it  enacted  bv  the  Senate  and  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same.  That  the  pastor,  deacons  and  elders  of  the  First  Pres- 
byterian Church  in  Newburyport,  and  their  successors  in  office, 
be,  and  they  hereby  are,  incorporated,  and  made  a  body  politic 
and  corporate,  by  the  name  of  the  pastor,  deacons  and  elders  of 
the  First  Presbyterian  Church  in  Newburyport. 

Sec.  II.  Be  it  further  enacted,  that  said  pastor,  deacons  and  eld- 
ers may  have  and  use  a  common  seal,  and  the  same  may  break,  alter 
and  renew  at  pleasure,  shall  be  capable  of  suing,  or  being  sued, 
in  any  action,  real,  personal  and  mixed,  in  any  court  proper  to 
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try  the  same  ;  shall  ami  may  take  and  hold  in  tee  simple,  or 
otherwise,  by  gift,  j^rant,  or  devise,  any  estate,  leal  or  peisoiial, 
the  aggregate  annual  income  of  which  shall  not  exceeil  two 
thousand  dollars,  and  may  sell  and  dispose  thereof  at  pleasure. 

In  the   House  of   Representatives,  June   14,  181 1;.      The  bill, 
ha\ing  had  thiee  seveial  readings,  passed  to  be  enacted. 

TiMoTiiv    BuJi.ow,  Speaker. 

In  Senate,  June  14,   1815.      This  bill    ha\ing   had   two  several 
readings,  passed  to  be  enactetl. 

John    Pini.i.ii's,  President. 
June  14,  181  ^. 

Appro\ed, 

Cai.kh  Stron'g. 

Secretary's  office,  August  3,  1815.      A  true  cop\-. 

Attest,     Al.DEN    Bkadkoki), 

Secretary  of  Commonwealth. 


OFFICIAL     RiaOKI). 

From  the  ofganization  of  the  Clnireh  to  the  present 
time  there  have  been  fourteen  ministers,  thirteen  ot 
whom  were  installed  pastors;  nineteen  founders; 
one  himdred  rulino"  elders;  ten  deaeons;  eleven 
ehureli  clerks;  ei^ht  church  treasurers;  sixty-four 
committee-men;  eighteen  parish  clerks;  seventeen 
parish  treasurers  and  twenty-nine  j~)arish  c(jllect(jrs. 

MINISTERS. 

Joseph  Adams  (stated  preacher)       .       i  742-1  745 
Jonathan  Parsons,  pa.stor  .  1746-1776 
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John  Murray,  pastor              .  .        17S1-1793 

Daniel  Dana,  pastor       .                 .  1794-1S20 

Samuel  P.  Williams,  pastor  .        iS2i-iS:r6 

John  Proudfit,  pastor       .              .  1827-1S33 

Jonathan  F.  Stearns,  pastor  .        1835- 1849 

Ashbel  G.  Vermilye,  pastor         .  1850- 1863 

Richard  H.  Richardson,   pastor  .        1864- 1868 

Charles  S.  Durfee,  pastor             .  1869- 1872 

William  W.  Newell,  Jr.,  pastor  .        1874- 1880 

Charles  C.  Wallace,  pastor  .            1 881-1888 

Brevard   D.  Sinclair,  pastor      .  .    1S89-1892 

Horace  C.  Hovey,  pastor    .  .           1893" 


Thomas  Pike. 
Benjamin  Knight, 
Moses  Bradstreet, 
Jonathan  Plumer, 
John  Brown, 
Enoch  Sawyer, 
Samuel  Toppan, 
Richard  Toppan, 
Philip  Coombs, 
Ralph  Cross, 
Enoch  Titcomb,  Jr. 
John  Morss, 
Stephen  Sewall, 
Ebenezer  Little, 
Daniel  Noyes, 
Timothy  Morss, 
Nathan  Pierce, 
John  Berry, 
Isaac  Johnson, 
Benjamin  Greenleaf, 
Josiah  Titcomb, 


William  Moulton, 
Jonathan  Knight, 
William  Allen, 
Nehemiah  Haskell, 
Henry  Titcomb, 
Joseph  Chase, 
Benjamin  Moody, 
Benjamin  Lunt, 
Jeremiah  Pearson, 
Daniel  Wells, 
Henry  Sleeper, 
Moses  Atkinson, 
Joseph  Huse, 
Caleb  Haskell, 
Jonathan  Greenleaf, 
James  Jewett, 
Nathaniel  Tenney, 
Jacob  Knight, 
Edward  Harris, 
Daniel  Plumer, 
Abraham  Noyes, 
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Jonathan  Parsons, 
Joshua  PilsbiiiN, 
EdiniMul  Davis. 
Solomon  Pearson, 
Matthew  Perkins, 
Jacob  Boardman, 
Samuel  Noyes, 
John  O'Brien, 
Jonathan  jNIorss, 
William  Coombs, 
Silas  Parker, 
Jonathan  Call, 
Jonathan  Beck, 
Benjamim  Wvatt, 
James  Kimball, 
Paul  Titcomb, 
Thomas  M.  Clark, 
Joshua  Hills, 
Abraham  \Vheel\vri<. 
John  Wills,  Jr., 
Joseph  Currier, 
Joseph  Knapp, 
Edward  Woodbury, 
Ezra  Lunt, 
Paul  Simpson, 
Daniel  Bartlett, 
Joseph  Morss, 
Enoch  Cross, 
Joseph  Moody, 

Joseph  Morss, 
Enoch  Cross, 
Ezra  Lunt, 
Thomas  M.  Clark, 
James  Caldwell, 


KLDEHS. 

(jcorge  Donnell, 
James  Caldwell, 
Nathan  Crosbv, 
W  h  i tt i  ngham  G  i  1  ma n , 
Moses  Pettingell, 
Samuel  Todd, 
Rufus  Smith. 
Nathan  l*liunLT, 
William  Pritchard, 
Ebenezer  Rolfe, 
Edward  W.  Lunt, 
George  W.  Campbell. 
Joseph   B.  Crea.sey, 
George  L.  Rogers, 
James  M.  W^oods, 
Jesse  I  Little, 
John    I).  Parsons, 
Edmund  Jaques, 
John  T.  Brown, 
Dudley   D.  Tilton, 
Ebenezer  Smith, 
William  Todd, 
Robert   E.  Robertson, 
William  Binlev. 
Charles  M.  Pritchard, 
Oliver  O.   Jones, 
Alvah   W.  Leavitt, 
John  M.  Bailey, 
George  H.  Jaques. 

DEACONS. 

William  Pritchard, 
Ebenezer  Rolfe, 
James  M.  Woods, 
Edmund  Jaques, 
John    D.  Parsons. 
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Clll'KCH    CLERKS. 


Joliii  Brown, 
Edward  1  la  iris, 
Joseph  Huse, 
Stephen  Sevvall, 
Joseph  Moody, 
Whittinirliani  Gihnan, 


James  Caldwell, 
George   W.  Canipbel 
Edward    W.  Lunt, 
Edmund  Jacjues, 
William  l?inle\  . 


Enoch  Titcomb, 
Edmund  Sawyer, 
Joseph  Moody, 
James  Caldwell, 


CHURCH    TREASURERS. 
(From    17S5   to  1S96.) 

William  Pritchard, 
Joseph  B.  Creasey, 
Ebenezer  Rolfe, 
Alvah  \V.  Leavitt. 


The  tbllowino-  persons  have  served  as  officers  of 
tlie  proprietors  and  the  parish,  mentioning  onl}-  the 
committee-men,  the  clerks,  the  treasurers  and  the 
collectors: 


COMMrrTEE-MEN. 


Henry  Titcomb, 
James  Jewett, 
Jeremiah  Pearson, 
Stephen  Cross, 
Nathan  Pierce, 
Edward  Harris, 
James  Horton, 
Abel  Greenleaf, 
Abraham  Noyes, 
Richard  Toppan, 
Joseph  Huse, 


Joshua  Coffin, 
Enoch  Titcomb, 
David  Hemphill, 
Robert  Bayley, 
Joseph  Noyes, 
Silas  Noyes, 
Robert  Long, 
John  O'Brien, 
Abner  Greenleaf, 
Samuel  Bayley, 
Moses  Hovt, 
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coM.Mi  rTi;K-Mi:N. 


Joseph  Stainvood, 
Jonathan  Sticknev, 
Benjamin  Wyatt, 
Jonathan  Call, 
William  Boaidman, 
Paul  Titcomb, 
Moses  Kent, 
John  Ha  nod, 
Daniel  Swett, 
Ebenezer  Stcadman, 
Stephen  Tilton, 
Whittingham  Oilman, 
James  Caldwell, 
John  Moody, 
Moses  Pettingell, 
George  Greenleaf, 
John  N.  Gushing, 
Pauf  Simpson, 
Roger  S.  Howard, 
William  Graves, 
Ezra  Lunt, 


Isaac   H.  Boardman, 
Rufus  Smith. 
Benjamin  HaiiDd, 
Henry  Cook, 
(ieorge  L.  Rogers, 
I),   j"^  Adams, 
Paul  (;.  Lunt. 
Benjamin   P.  Dow, 
P.  H.  Blumpey, 
Eben  P.  Goodwin, 
Thomas  C.  Simpson, 
James  M.  Woods, 
John   W.  Winder, 
John  D.  Parsons, 
John  T.  Brown, 
Ebenezer  Smith, 
William  Todd, 
John  A.  Greely, 
Oliver  O.   Jones, 
Charles  T.  Smith, 
David  Foss. 


PARISH    CLKRKS. 


Jacob  Boardman, 
Robert  Long, 
David  Coffin, 
Samuel  Tennev, 
William  Currier. 
Moses  Kimball, 
William  Work, 
Nathaniel  Coffin, 
Stephen  Tilton, 


John  Moody, 
William  Pritchard, 
John  Coombs, 
Joseph  Tappan, 
George  W.  Campbell. 
Aaron   B.  Adams, 
William  Todd, 
William   H.  Bay  ley, 
Alvah   W.  Leavitt, 
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PARISH     TKKASUHKRS. 


Jonathan  Grccnleaf, 
Joseph  Moiilton, 
Enoch  Toppan, 
Robert  Long, 
Enoch  Titconib, 
Richard  Pike, 
Joseph  Moody, 
Aaron  Pardee, 
Paul  Simpson, 


William  Pritchard, 
Joseph  Morse, 
James  M.  Currier, 
George  W.  Haskell, 
Edward  W.  Lunt, 
Aaron   B.  Adams, 
Thomas  C.  Simpson, 
Prentiss  H.  Reed. 


COLLECTORS. 


Berkley  Emerson, 
Cabot  Toppan, 
William  Ingalls, 
Samuel  Noyes, 
Moses  Rogers, 
Amos  Knight, 
Nicholas  Pettingell, 
Jonathan  Morss, 
Josiah  Plumer, 
Joshua  Coffin, 
Abraham  Adams, 
John  Knapp, 
Nehemiah  Haskell, 
Moody  Davis, 
William  P.  Lunt, 


Joseph  Noyes, 
Timothy  Palmer, 
William  Board  man, 
Jonathan  Beck, 
John  Moody, 
Paul  Simpson, 
William  Pritchard, 
Joseph  Morse, 
James  M.  Currier, 
George  W.  Haskell, 
George  L.  Rogers, 
Charles  C.  Donnell, 
Samuel  Brookinsfs, 


Tr. 


Charles  M.  Pritchard. 


THE    FOUNDERS. 


Charles  Pierce, 
Benjamin  Pierce, 
Jonathan  Plumer, 
Moses  Bradstreet, 
Daniel  Noyes, 
Daniel  Goodwin, 


Edward  Priesby, 
Major  Goodwin, 
Sylvanus  Plumer, 
Nathaniel  Atkinson, 
John  Brown, 
Thomas  Pike, 


'83 


FIRST     l'Ri:SF,V'li:i<I.\\    (.  lirRCH. 
rilK.    FOl'NDKKS. 

Samuel  Hale,  Benjainin  Knifjlit, 

Richard  Hale,  Joseph  Hidden, 

Daniel  Wells,  \Villiani  Brown. 
Cuttinji^  Pettingell, 

Early  accessions  were  received  to  the  luuiiber 
pledginii"  their  support  to  the  Rev.  jonatlian  Parsons, 
so  that  the  list  of  subscribers  to  his  call  from  L\me, 
to  take  the  pastoral  charge  ol"  this  church,  included 
one  hundred  and  two  names. 


ITEMS     FROM    OLD    ACCOIXTS. 

The  books  kept  by  our  first  church  treasurer, 
Enoch  Titconib.  from  1785  to  1795,  were  marked  hv 
his  name,  and  remained  in  his  familv  for  a  centurv, 
having  just  come  into  our  possession  through  the 
gift  of  his  descendant  Mr.  Alfred  W.  Lord.  They 
contain  an  account  of  contributions  and  beneficiaries, 
the  latter  being  classified  as  old  men,  married  women, 
widows,  old  maids  and  negroes.  Special  gifts  were 
also  made,  as  for  missions  among  the  Indians,  for 
sufferers  from  the  great  fire  in  Boston,  or  for  some 
•'burser  in  Dartmouth  Collidge."  After  one  of  Par- 
son Murray's  charity  sermons  the  ofiering  included 
I  Johannes.  2  pistoles,  i  moidore,  4crowns,  13  dollars, 
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60  dollars  in  small  cliangc,  besides  euppers  and  half 
coppers.  ''Alexander  the  coppersmith  did  much 
harm"  in  those  days,  as  appears  from  the  record  of 
226  half-pence  being  taken.  Guineas,  pistareens, 
etc.,  are  mentioned,  and  now  and  then  some  one  would 
be  credited  with  a  gold  ring,  or  other  trinket.  '"Other 
silver,""  meaning  what  was  worn  or  clipped,  would  be 
gixen  by  weight  in  ounces,  pennyweights  and  grains. 
But  all  values  of  every  kind  are  faithfully  reduced  to 
pounds;  shillings  and  pence.  Two  palls,  to  be  used 
on  funeral  occasions,  were  purchased  at  a  total  cost 
of  18  pounds,  the  cost  of  the  child's  pall  being  met 
by  the  fees  charged  for  that  used  for  adults,  the 
regular  fee  for  using  it  a  single  time  being  seventy- 
five  cents.  They  were  made  bv  Ruth  and  Flannah 
Bradbury.  The  materials  specified  were:  silk  vehet. 
cotton  velvet,  black  taffety,  tammy,  ribbons,  silk, 
tassels  and  corks,  silk  knee  garters,  and  a  bag  in 
which   to  keep  the   palls   when   not  in  use. 


It  is  stated  that  "Ralph  Cross  furnished  the  sacra- 
mental utensils  from  his  private  dwelling  till  the 
society  was  able  to  procure  them  elsewhere  by  pur- 
chase." The  inscription  on  the  oldest  fiagon  states 
that  it  was  presented  to  the  church  in  1799,  b}'  Mr. 
Samuel    Tufts,   and   was   "there   to   remain   forever." 
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The  only  recoi'dcd  in\oiUor\-  of  the  ehiiieh  jilate  is 
by  Mr.  Joseph  Mooily  when  he  was  the  treasurer: 
"  l\irehased.  in  Jiil\  iNiS,  2  llao-oiis.  2  tankards,  S 
eups  and  two  plates.  Pureliased,  in  lune  i-"^,^2,  i 
tla^-on.  2  j-)lates  and  \  cups.'"  'I'he  ha]ili>nia!  basin 
was  given  by  Mrs.  Wheelwright.  Tlu-  cost  of  plate 
purchased  was  v$55(),  and  the  estimated  \alue  of  the 
entire  service,  by  purchase  and  gift,  is  $800. 


ECCLESIASTICAI.      R  ICF.AIK  )XS. 

We  learn  that  ours  was  one  of  the  twehe  cluirehes 
that,  in  1775,  made  up  the  old  Presbytery  of  I)oston  : 
which  was  then  amicably  divided  into  three  presb}'- 
teries,  namely,  those  of  Londonderry,  Saleui.  (also 
known  as  the  Eastern),  and  Palmer,  (also  called  the 
Western);  and  these  three  were  again  combined  into 
what  was  styled  ""the  Synod  of  New  England."  that 
held  its  first  meeting  at  LondonderiA  ,  X.  II..  Sep- 
tember 4.  177b.  The  "Eastern"  should  not  be  con- 
founded with  the  ''Eastward"  Presbyter}-,  with  which 
on  Mr.  Murray's  account.  Mr.  Parsons  and  this 
church  were  atferward  connected,  and  which  ne\er 
joined  the  Synod  of  New  England.  During  the 
great  schism  between  Old  and  New  Scho(d.  the 
Presbytery  of  Xewburyport,  assembled  in  our  cha)iel. 
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November  14,  183S,  passed  resolutions  deelarino-  its 
perplexity  as  to  the  eontrovers}-,  and  said:  ''Being- 
unable  to  act  with  satisfaction,  and  with  a  clear  con- 
science, we  solemnly  assert  the  right  of  not  acting  at 
all."  Apprehending  that  censure  might  follow  this 
bold  step,  the  body  stood  read}'  "solemnl}-  to  appeal 
to  that  higher  tribunal  at  which  all  erroneous  judg- 
ments of  the  Church  itself  will  be  reviewed  and  re- 
versed." The  commissioner  sided  with  the  New 
School  Assembl}'.  The  Presbytery,  after  standing- 
alone  for  several  years,  until  indeed,  according  to  Dr. 
Stearns,  our  church  was  ''the  only  one  in  this  state 
connected  with  an}'  presbytery,""  was  re-united,  in 
1847,  with  the  Old  School  Presbytery  of  London- 
derry. 

In  October,  18 14,  our  church  defrayed  the  entire 
expenses  of  the  Synod  of  Alban}%  when  it  met  in 
Newburyport. 


SCHEME    FOR    TWO    MEETING-HOUSES. 

In  a  letter  written  by  Rev.  Jonathan  Parsons  to 
Rev.  James  Sproat,  October  26,  1767,  the  former 
mentions  with  approval  a  plan  for  building  a  second 
meeting-house,  equal  to  the  one  on  Federal  street,  to 
be  located  in  old  Newbur}-,  to  be  supported  by  taxa- 
tion   of    pews,  polls    and    estates,  on   condition    that 
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Messrs.  Parsons  and  Sproat  "be  esteemed  as  minis- 
ters et}uallv  belonLiiiiii'  to  b(Jth  houses,"  and  that  ''the 
whole  body  be  one  partieuhir  ehurcli,  i^overned  as 
Mr.  Parsons'  has  been  heretofore,"  "the  elders  beinij: 
chosen  by  the  whole  body."  This  new  meetinii- 
hoiise  was  erected  and  boarded  in,  opposite  the  Con- 
gregational meeting-house  as  it  then  stood  in  New- 
bury, but  it  was  blown  down  in  a  \  iolent  storm,  Feb- 
ruary, 1771.  The  journal  kept  by  Mr.  Parsons  shows 
that  the  ecclesiastical  matters  of  the  two  towns  were 
setiously  discordant  at  about  the  time  of  the  above 
plan,  which  was  thus  frustrated  by  Pro\idence. 


THE    OLD    SOUTH    tRYPT. 

The  original  tomb  in  wliich  the  bodies  of  W^hite- 
tield,  Parsons  and  Prince  were  buried,  was  built  in 
1770,  and  was  located  in  front  of  the  pulpit,  as  it 
then  stood  on  the  North-east  side  of  the  house,  and 
the  entrance  was  by  a  trap-door  in  the  broad  aisle. 
When  the  meeting-house  was  remodeled  in  1S29, 
the  remains  were  remo\"ed  to  their  present  resting 
place.  Messrs.  Isaac  Johnson  and  John  Moody  were 
appointed  to  see  to  their  safe  remo\al.  Mr.  Moody 
made  new  mahogany  coffins  for  them;  and  Mr. 
Johnson  lettered  the  names  on  the  inside  of  the    lids, 
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one  of  which,  \Vhitetield's,  is  plainly  legible  at  the 
present  time.  In  1866,  in  excavating  under  the  build- 
ing for  placing  furnaces,  the  workmen  unearthed  the 
old  tomb  and  found  it  considerably  larger  than  the 
present  crypt.  Our  authority  for  these  facts  is  Mr. 
William  11.  Johnson,  who  had  them  from  his  father, 
Mr.  Isaac  Johnson. 

The  crypt,  as  it  stands  today,  is  a  brick  structure, 
seven  feet  square,  reached  by  a  flight  of  steps,  and 
lighted  by  gas.  On  the  right,  as  we  enter,  are  the 
remains  of  Rev.  Jonathan  Parsons;  on  the  left  those 
of  Rev.  Joseph  Prince;  while  across  their  feet  lies 
Whitetield's  coffin.  The  three  coffins  lie  with  the 
lids  open  but  protected  by  glass,  exposing  the  head 
and  chest  of  each  occupant  to  view.  Whitetield's 
skull  was  taken  to  Boston  some  years  ago  to  have 
casts  made  from  it,  one  of  which  is  to  be  seen  in  the 
crypt;  but  the  skull  was  safely  brought  back  and  re- 
stored to  its  place  in  the  coffin. 

The  arm  of  the  evangelist  was  stolen  long  ago  and 
taken  to  England,  where  it  was  seen,  in  1836,  by 
Mr.  Robert  Philip,  who  promised  to  conceal  the  cul- 
prit's name,  if  he  would  return  the  spoil.  This  he 
did,  but  without  an  explanation  at  the  time.  The 
name  of  the  purloiner  is  said  to  have  been  Bolton. 
Rev.    Dr.    Stearns,    to    whom    the     mjsterious     box 
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containiii^-  the  missing-  relic  was  rctinncd,  regarded 
it  with  ai^pi-chciision.  lest  it  nii^-ht  be  an  "inrenial 
machine.""  Alter  some  months  a  letter  came  stating 
the  facts,  and  askino-  if  the  bone  had  been  recei\ed. 
Under  the  date  of  Septembei-  J(),  iS.jc),  I)r,  Stearns 
wrote  as  follows: — ""The  tinist  coniniittrd  to  me  I 
am  happy  to  say  has  been  dischai-^ed.  'I"he  \  en- 
crable  relic  was  con\eyed  to  the  vault  where  its  kin- 
dred remains  lie;  and  in  the  presence-  of  the  Session 
of  the  Church,  and  of  the  Parish  Committee,  I 
descended  to  the  tomb,  and  restoied  it  to  its  place 
3-esterday.  'Karth  to  earth,  ashes  to  ashes,  cUist  to 
dust."  " 

It  is  further  related  that  a  Mr.  f)rown  of  h.ppin^- 
Forest,  England,  \isited  the  old  tomb  in  17S4,  in  (jr- 
der  to  test  the  truth  of  a  rumor  that  the  bcnh-  of  the 
evangelist  remained  "entire  and  unccjrrupted.""  He 
certified  that  this  w^as  true;  that  he  felt  of  the  tlesh 
himself,  and  found  the  bcniy  as  perfect  as  when  the 
interment  had  taken  place  fourteen  \  ears  before. 
Another  examination  was  made,  in  iNo],  b\-  Mi-. 
Mason,  of  Xewbury)-)()i-t,  who  repoited  that  he  found 
the  flesh  totally  consumed,  though  the  gown,  cas- 
sock and  bands  were  the  same  as  if  just  put  in  the 
coffin.  The  suggestion  has  repeated! \  been  made 
that  the  crypt  should   be   sealed    uj->;    but  the  opjiosi- 
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tion  to  this  has  alwiu-s  been  too  strong-  to  be  over- 
come. Hence  it  remains  accessible  to  the  pubHc. 
The  registry  of  visitors  shows  the  names  of  more 
than  6000  persons  who  have  visited  the  sacred  place 
during  the  past  twent3-eight  3'ears.  The  volume 
contains  the  autographs  of  some  of  the  most  distin- 
guished persons  in  our  own  country,  as  well  as  from 
foreign  lands.  Every  state  of  the  Union  has  been 
represented;  and  all  the  British  Provinces.  There 
have  also  been  visitors  from  England,  Scotland,  Ire- 
land, and  various  parts  of  Europe;  from  Turkey, 
China,  Japan,  India,  Africa,  Bermuda,  Hawaii,  and 
other  regions.  On  several  occasions  large  religious 
assemblies  have  visited  it  in  a  body.  Even  while 
these  pages  are  in  press,  the  crypt  and  other  objects 
of  interest  in  and  about  the  Old  South  Church  are 
visited  by  the  Massachusetts  Sons  of  the  American 
Revolution.  The  time  seems  to  have  hardly  yet 
come  for  sealing  up  such  a  place  of  precious  relics. 


TOWER,    CEOCK,    BELL    AND    VANE. 

The  memorial  clock  recently  given  b}'  the  Plumer 
famih'  is  fulh*  described  on  preceding  pages.  Its 
predecessor  was  put  up  in  1785;  but  who  bought  or 
"•ave  it  is  not  known.     The  old  dials  were  hexaa'onal. 
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;iiul  they  had  but  one  hand,  an  ari-ow.  cxtciulinu- 
across  thi' dial  to  mark  the  hoiifs;  the  minutes  mi^ht 
take  care  of  thcmsehcs.  When  iln-  ch)ck  struck 
one  p.  m..  and  also  at  c)  p.  m..  the  bell  was  run^ 
for  ten  minutes — a  custom  for  sometime  discon- 
tinued, but  now  resumed,  so  far  as  the  nine  o'clock 
"curfew"  is  concerned.  The  ori^'inal  bell  was 
bought  pre\ious  to  ly-*^^'  -it  which  date  a  \()te  is 
recorded  "to  raise  the  bell  to  the  top  of  the  steeple." 
The  peculiar  phrase  suggests  the  idea  that  at  hrst 
it  may  ha\e  been  tested  on  a  triangle;  as  was  actually 
done  when  one  of  our  pew-holders.  Lord  Timotin" 
Dexter,  bought  two  bells,  importing  them  from  Lon- 
don, then  setting  them  up  for  a  time  on  the  Brown 
Square  that  people  might  try  them  ;  the  best  being- 
kept  for  the  Second  Preslnterian  church,  and  the 
other  sent  to  a  church  at  Maiden.  IIowe\er  that  may 
be,  our  present  bell  was  bought  b^■  Mr.  Benjamin 
Wyatt,  as  a  C(jmmittee  with  power  to  act.  in  1S03, 
and  was  cast  hv  the  famous  Paul  Revere.  Foi"  ninet\'- 
three  \ears  it  has  pealetl  foith  its  rich,  mellow  tones 
tor  the  houi's  of  the  da\"  and  night,  been  rung  lor 
Sabbath  services,  on  election  days,  and  occasionally 
on  an  anniversary  of  a  birthda\ .  notably  that  of  Miss 
Phoebe  Ilarrod,  in  whose  honor  it  was  rung  a  hun- 
dred   minutes.       It   has   tcdled    foi"    I'unerals.   aicK'd    in 
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sounding  tire-alarms,  and  made  the  air  tremble  with 
'\jov-bells  "  on  holidays,  and  other  oecasions  of  re- 
joicing. 

When  the  meeting-house  had  stood  nearly  a  cen- 
tury it  was  taken  for  granted,  in  1848,  that  the  tim- 
bers of  the  tower  must  needs  be  decayed,  and  that  a 
new  structure  ought  to  be  built.  But  those  who 
undertook  the  job  found  the  timbers  as  sound  as 
ever.  One  of  the  carpenters  timed  his  sawing  a 
timber  off  and  found  it  took  half  an  hour.  Yet  the 
decree  had  gone  forth  and  the  tall  old  spire  must 
come  down.  It  was  more  easily  said  than  done. 
Mr.  Elias  Pike  was  entrusted  with  the  task.  The 
spire  itself  was  one  solid  piece  of  white  oak,  broad 
at  the  bottom,  and  tapering  to  the  top,  where  lor  so 
many  generations  the  gilded  weathercock  had  veered 
with  each  changing  wind,  and  had  served  as  a  land- 
mark for  the  sailors.  Horses  and  oxen  were  used  to 
pull  over  the  spire,  by  the  aid  of  pullies  and  a  snatch 
block,  after  the  saw  had  been  freely  used.  Slanting 
cuts  had  to  be  made  in  order  to  gain  a  purchase. 
Just  as  this  was  done,  the  horses  were  frightened  in 
some  manner  and  started  suddenly,  so  that  the  spire 
fell  point  downward  into  Federal  street.  But  while 
3'et  in  mid-air,  the  gilded  rooster  slipped  from  his 
loft}-  perch,  and   like  a  thing  of  life,  tiew  to   Spring 
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street,  where  he  aliLchted,  somewhat  battered,  thoiiij^h 
not  beyond  easy  repairing-.  The  bird  was  lust  put  on 
the  spire  in  1759,  and  must  ha\"c  been  startled  at  the 
unexpected  change  in  liis  situation.  On  being- 
weighed  he  was  found  to  tip  the  scales  at  tiftv-three 
pounds,  bcino-  made,  not  of  wood,  but  of  pure  copper 
gilded.  Captain  Nathan  Plumer,  with  the  aid  of  Mr, 
Philip  Lord,  put  on  the  shingles  (^f  the  new  spire,  in 
1848,  and  together  they  hoisted  the  weathercock  to 
his  place  again.  After  adjusting  him  on  the  upright 
iron  rod  whereon  he  was  to  revolve,  Captain  Plumer, 
before  coming  down,  slapped  him  on  the  side,  shout- 
ing, "-Good  by,  old  bird!"  This  venerable  fowl  has 
atibrded  so  much  amusement  to  people  who  know 
no  better,  that  it  is  well  to  remind  them  that,  from 
the  earliest  period,  the  cock  has  been  a  Christian 
emblem,  a  special  symbol  of  the  resurrection,  the 
herald  of  the  millennial  dawn,  and  the  emblem  of 
eternal  vigilance. 

Among  those  who  watched  the  building  of  the 
new  spire  was  a  lad  in  a  corner  grocer}-,  who  offered 
various  suggestions  to  Mr.  Rufus  Sargent,  the  archi- 
tect, that  were  of  course,  promptly  discarded.  I  lis 
name  was  Thomas  W.  Silloway;  and  he  informs 
the  writer  that  he  at  that  time  received  the  tlrst 
impulses  that   led   him   afterward   to   devote    himsell" 
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for  life  to  the  profession  of  architecture  in  Boston, 
where  his  fame  is  well  established.  He  also  in- 
forms me  that  the  pulpit,  then  new,  but  now 
sixty-seven  years  old,  is  made  of  pine,  and  it  was 
intended  to  have  yir.  Johnson,  who  did  the  rest 
of  the  painting,  paint  it  white.  But  some  one  reported 
a  new  process  of  graining  to  make  the  pine  look  like 
oak.  Accordingly  a  Boston  painter  named  Whit- 
taker,  came  on  to  effect  the  marvellous  transforma- 
tion. His  condition  was  that  he  and  his  helper 
should  have  complete  control  of  the  room  till  his 
work  was  done.  For  some  years  the  parish  took 
pride  in  it  as  a  work  of  art;  but  better  taste  prevailed 
in  1856,  and  the  pulpit  was  painted,  as  was  first  in- 
tended, a  pure  white.  At  that  time  an  Italian,  named 
Philip  Guelpa,  did  tlie  refrescoing  of  the  walls  and 
ceiling  so  generally  and  deservedly  admired,  espe- 
cially the  marvellous  hangings  back  of  the  pulpit. 

Church  music  has  been  mentioned  on  pages  52-54; 
but  a  few  words  ma}^  here  be  added.  In  1781  Elder 
Pearson  was  instructed  to  "sit  in  the  Elder's  seat 
and  set  the  music.  In  1795  the  parish  voted  "to 
sing  without  the  Deacons'  reading  the  psalms  and 
hymns  line  by  line."  That  same  year  they  voted 
forty  pounds  for  a  singing-school,  and  made  another 
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appropriation  for  the  same  object  in  i.Soy.  At 
about  the  same  lime  they  xoted  to  remo\  e  the 
old  soundin^-boai'd  from  abo\c  tlie  j")ulpil;  and 
likewise  appointed  a  special  eommittee  to  see  that 
"pew-owners  should  nail  list  on  the  seats  to  pi'e\'ent 
the  noise  made  by  their  I'allinL;-  in  jirayei-  time.'"  In 
1813  the  parish  voted  "to  adopt  the  renulation  dress 
for  attending-  funerals,"  although  no  description  of 
said  dress  is  given  in  the  records. 

The  accompan3'ing  interior  \iew  shows  the  mod- 
ern organ,  to  the  right  and  left  of  which  are  the  so- 
called  "negro  pews,""  relics  of  colonial  customs;  a 
portion  of  the  famous  whispering  gallery ;  the  fres- 
coed ceiling;  and  the  alcoves,  between  the  doors, 
where  the  stoves  used  to  stand  whence  tiie  foot- 
stoves  were  supplied  with  live  coals. 

From  the  materials  furnished  by  the  ringing 
schools  the  '"singing  men  and  singing  women"  were 
formed  into  a  choir,  that  was  led  by  an  orchestra 
consisting  of  a  violin,  a  base-viol,  a  clarinet  and  a 
bassoon.  Among  some  manuscripts  kindly  gi\en 
to  us  by  Mr.  Alfred  \V.  Lord,  and  that 
had  been  out  of  our  possession  for  a  century, 
(mosth'    pertaining    to    the    separation    between    the 
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First  and  Second  churches),  we  found  the  remon- 
strance of  Elder  Jeremiah  Pearson  against  the  use  of 
anthems  and  fugue-tunes  in  the  house  of  God.  But 
all  such  protests  were  in  vain.  The  parish  not  only 
kept  its  choir,  but  bought  an  organ,  in  1828,  at  a  cost 
of  $800.  This  was  used  for  ten  years,  and  then  ex- 
changed for  another  costing  $1400,  bought  from  Mr. 
William  Balch,  $500  being  allowed  for  the  old  in- 
strument. This  second  organ  was  sold  at  half-price 
in  1866,  when  the  superior  one  now  in  use  was  bought 
for  $3800  from  Hook  and  Hastings  of   Boston. 


The  Pastoral  Library,  mentioned  on  page  5,  was 
founded  in  1849,  by  a  vote  of  the  parish,  at  the  sug- 
gestion of  Deacon  Moses  Pettingell,  who  also  made 
a  liberal  donation  to  its  contents.  A  vote  was  also 
recorded  in  1869,  b}-  the  church  with  the  concurrence 
of  the  parish,  that  an  annual  collection  should  be 
taken  to  replenish  this  valuable  librar}^;  the  outlay  of 
the  fund  being  in  the  hands  of  a  committee  annuall}- 
appointed,  and  of  which  the  pastor  is  the  chairman. 
The  beneficial  result  is  that  a  collection  of  books, 
papers  and  manuscripts  is  being  made,  by  purchase 
and  by  gift,  that  will  increase  in  value  as  time  passes 
by,  and  will  save  for  coming  generations  historical, 
and  other,  material  that  else  would  perish. 
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EARLY   ij:(;i>:xi)s   and  customs. 

Several  of  the  cjuaint  lei^eiuls  that  liaN c  eoiiie  down 
as  to  the  earh'  ministers  ha\e  ali"eatl\'  hcvw  I'elated. 
The\'  appear  to  have  had  a  i;-enerous  support  I'oi-  the 
times.  At  the  outset  tlie  soeiety,  amid  its  pox  erty 
and  perseeution,  voted  to  Mr.  Parsons  a  salary  \ary- 
ingfrom  loo  tt)  133  pounds  annually,  besides  "the 
loose  contributions."  They  also  gave  him  the  house 
and  grounds  he  occupied  on  School  street.  His 
widow  was  well  eared  for  after  his  death,  getting 
one  year  the  sum  ot'  100  pounds,  and  considerable 
sums  at  other  times.  These  were  in  good  English 
money,  as  it  was  before  the  Re\'olutionary  War.  No 
reference  is  made  in  the  records  to  "continental 
money,"  but  its  use  explains  the  statement  that,  in 
1780,  Mr. Murray's  salary  was  9,000  pounds  and  house 
rent;  and  that  same  year  the  appropriation  for  parish 
expenses  was  20,000  pounds,  or  the  equivalent  ot 
$100,000.  The  year  following,  Mr.  Murray's  salary 
was  but  150  pounds,  with  100  pounds  additional  as  a 
gift,  together  with  1,000  pounds  to  build  a  parsonage. 
The  total  amount  for  this  latter  object  was  1,805 
pounds.  After  Mr.  Murray's  death  very  generous 
appropriations  were  made  for  the  support  of  his  fam- 
ily. He  was  buried  on  the  summit  of  what  is  now 
known  as  the  Old  Burying  Hill,  in  a  tomb   of   brick 
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surmounted  by  granite  blocks,  on  which  rests  a  white 
marble  slab  suitabh'  inscribed;  the  tomb  was  con- 
structed at  the  expense  of  the  society,  and  is  at 
this  time  in  perfect  condition. 

Parson  Murray  was  great  and  eloquent,  but  not 
quite  perfect.  He  knew  this  better  than  an}-  one 
else.  But  it  was  a  pit}-  that  some  of  his  clerical 
brethren  could  never  forget  his  faults  in  consideration 
of  his  many  virtues.  For  various  reasons  Dr.  Spring- 
would  not  shake  hands  with  him.  At  a  certain  fu- 
neral where  they  both  officiated,  the  former 
left  the  room  when  the  latter  praj'ed.  Hence  the 
boys  used  to  sing  this  odd  refrain: 

"Parson  Spring  began  to  fling, 

And  seemed  to  be  in  a  hurry; 
He  could  not  stay  to  hear  him  pray, 

Because  'twas  Parson  Murray. " 

But  our  parson  had  his  retaliation.  Dr.  Spring 
published  a  theological  work,  whose  doctrines  were 
open  to  objections,  and  Mr.  Murray  wrote  on  the  fly- 
leaf of  a  cop3^  that  went  the  rounds,  a  signiflcant 
stanza  quoted  from  Watts,  Book  I,  hymn  57. 

"What  mortal  power  from  things  unclean 

Can  pure  productions  bring? 
Who  can  command  a  vital  stream 

From  an  infected  Spring?" 
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FoniiorK'  the  iin  ai-iahk-  custoin  was  to  i-ccpiirc 
tliosc  L:,uilt\  of  scandalous  otll'iu-c's  to  inakr  jMiblit.' 
confession  which  was  chil\  rccoixlctl  in  ihv  *.luii\h- 
book.  But.  March  _:;  i ,  iNji.it  was  xotcil,  "That, 
whenever  the  Session  are  satistietl  of  the  sin.eere  jien- 
itence  of  the  ot'f'eiulei",  no  jiuhlie  t.-onr(.'ssion  ot'am 
particular  sin  shall  be  leciuiretl — inasmuch  as  the 
usages  of  the  church  cannot  make  that  riiiht.  oi'  ex- 
pedient, for  which  there  is  no  warrant  in  the  Word 
of  God."  In  the  following  year  the  rule  retiuiring 
candidates  for  membership  to  give  written  experi- 
ences was  also  dispensed   with. 

THE     SAHHATH      SCHOOL. 

Alter  the  Newburvport  Sabbath  School  and  Tract 
Society  was  disbanded,  in  1S35,  ^  ^^*-'  P^^ii'^  4^')^  "i"' 
school  was,  for  a  while,  sustained  Iw  \ oluntarx' ei'fort, 
and  there  is  no  record  of  officers.  Historically  the 
school  dates  back  to  its  original  formation  in  our 
Heck  street  chapel,  in  1S14.  eight\-two  years  ago. 
It  is  a  matter  of  regret  that  no  complete  list  has  been 
kept  of  those  earlier  ^ears.  But  it  is  known  that, 
among  the  men,  were:  Capt.  Abraham  Wheelwright. 
Thomas  M.  Clarke.  John  Rogers,  Edward  Woodbuiw 
Paul  Simpson,  Isaac  Wheelwright.  Cieorge  Donnell 
and  James  Caldwell.  Among  the  women  were: 
Phoebe  Ilarrod,    Marv  C.  Greenleaf,    Marv  Haskell. 
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Lvdia  Titcomb,  Mary  Ann  PillsbiirN-.  Elizabeth  Beck, 
and  Almira  Boardman. 

In  July,  1838,  the  church  assumed  the  care,  super- 
vision and  support  of  the  school,  and  appointed  its 
teachers  and  officers;  which  continues  to  be  the  cus- 
tom, with  moditications.  Vacancies  ad  interiin  are 
filled  by  the  officers  and  teachers. 

Among  those  who  served  either  as  superintendents, 
or  as  acting  superintendents,  may  be  mentioned: 
Captain  William  Pritchard,  who  was  elected  in  1838 
and  served  for  twent3-five  years,  James  Caldwell, 
Roger  S.  Howard,  Charles  ^Nlorss,  Ebenezer  Rolfe, 
Moses  H.  Sargent,  (afterward  tor  man}-  years  treas- 
urer of  the  Congregational  Sunday  School  and  Pub- 
lishing Society),  William  Todd,  James  A.  Horton, 
John  D.  Parsons,  Edward  D.  Pritchard,  Joseph  B.Crea- 
sey,  Edmund  Jaques,  (who  has  also  served  long  and 
taithfully  as  librarian),  George  W.  Haskell,  Dudley 
D.  Tilton,  Dr.  Frank  A.  Hale,  Joseph  H.  Noyes, 
Walter  Gerrish,  Charles  M.  Pritchard,  William 
Taylor,  George  H.  Jaques,  William  E.  Chase,  and 
John  M.  Bailey. 

The  Home  Department  is  superintended  by  Mrs. 
Helen  L.  Hovey,  and  the  Primary  Department  b\' 
Miss  Ada  M.  Greenleaf.  The  present  secretary  of 
the  school  is  Miss  Alice  G.Jones.     ?vliss  Mary  P.  Lunt 
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has.    tor    scxcral     ycai-s,    scr\  cd    as    pianist     tiir     the 
school. 

The  roniK-i-  system  of  ha\  in^-  t\  thiiii^-iiu'ii  heiiiL^ 
discoiitimiecl.  it  beeanie  neeessar\-  to  ha\  e  sonu-  per- 
son aiithofized  to  maintain  order  and  jiroprietx  in  the 
house  of  (iod;  and  aeeordinii-ly,  A]iiil  i;.  iShi.  the 
church  decided  tliat  this  dut\-  devolxed  on  the  sex- 
ton, and  voted  that  '-therefoi-e  he  be  instructed  to  he 
in  attendance  at  the  church  on  the  Sabbath  during- 
pubbc  worshi]-),  and  at  such  other  times  as  this  meet- 
ing-house is  open  for  pubh'c  worship;  and  that  the 
clerk  oi\e  a  copy  of  this  to  the  Parish  committee." 
The  records  of  the  paiish  furthermore  defined  it  to 
be  the  duty  of  the  sexton  to  attend  all  meetini^^s  or- 
dered  by   tlie    parish    committee. 

The  list  of  t\thi no-men  and  sextons  would  inclutle 
the  names  of  some  of  the  most  useful  and  taithful 
ser\-ants  of  tlie  jiarish,  could  it  be  made  out:  but  it  is 
not  practicable  from  the  records.  The  jirescnt  sex- 
ton Is  Mr.  Edgar  J.  Batchelder,  9  1-2  Atwood  street. 

RE\C)r,l'TI()XARV    rXCIDENTS. 

A  lon^•  chapter  mi^ht  be  written  about  the  part 
played  by  our  fathers  in  the  War  of  the  Revolution; 
but  a    few    facts    demand    special     mention.      It    is  a 
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matter  of  history  tliat,  at  ten  o'clock,  Monday  night. 
March  5th,  1770.  the  bells  of  Boston  rang  an  alarm. 
and  thousands  of  the  inhabitants  assembled,  the  oc- 
casion being-  the  massacre  of  unarmed  citizens  by 
the  British  soldiery.  The  bells  of  Newburyport, 
our  own  among  the  number,  responded  by  tolling 
the  next  day.  Rev.  Jonathan  Parsons  states  that 
he  "had  been  repeatedly  urged  to  speak  in  pub- 
lic on  a  day  set  apart  to  commemorate  the  bloody 
massacre,  the  barbarous  butchery  at  Boston,  but  had 
declined  to  do  so,"'  until,  four  years  later  he  yielded, 
and  on  March  5,  1774,  he  preached  his  famous  ser- 
mon on  ''Freedom  from  Civil  and  Ecclesiastical  Sla- 
ver}'."'  It  was  published  in  pamphlet  form,  and  was 
"dedicated  to  the  Honorable  John  Hancock,  Esq.,  of 
Boston."'  A  few  sentences  will  give  an  idea  of  this 
impassioned  appeal  made  two  3'ears  before  the  Dec- 
laration of  Independence.  After  describing  with  in- 
diofnation  the  massacre  at  Boston,  he  said  concernino- 
the  situation  of  the  colonies:  "If  one  man  ma}'  de- 
fend himself  and  his  rights  against  an  assailant,  much 
more  may  a  whole  country  defend  themselves  when 
their  rights  are  in\aded.  If  old  friends  are  disposed 
to  be  terrible,  if  they  endeavor  to  enslave,  and  bring 
mischief  and  misery  upon  their  brethren — then  it  be- 
comes us  to  take  up  arms. — If  former  friends  are  now 
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resolved  to  entanule  us  with  a  xoki-  of  boiulauc  (loil 
t'orbitl  that  we  should  suffer  them  to  eut  off  oui" 
limbs  and  mangle  our  whole  bod\  to  i^ratilN  their  in- 
jurious demands. —  If  it  should  be  so  that  our  nat- 
ural and  eonstitutional  libeities  eannot  be  recox'cred 
and  maintained  without  repcllini;-  foree  by  foree — it 
is  a  very  loud  eall  iVom  Ciod  to  defend  oursehes." 

Five  months  later,  at  a  town  meetinLi".  it  was  re- 
sohed  ''That  this  town  will  stand  by  the  result  of 
Congress,  e\en  if  it  be  to  the  stopj-jing  ot"  all  tratle;*' 
and  we  know  what  that  meant  in  one  of  the  most 
busy  marts  of  the  eolonies,  as  Newburyjx^it  then  was. 

The  battle  of  Lexington,  the  next  April,  was  the 
signal  of  war.  The  following  Sunday,  aeeording  to  a 
well  authentieated  aecoinit,  the  voice  ot"  Parsons  rang 
forth  again  for  liberty.  He  was  then  seventy  years 
old,  but  he  seemed  to  drop  the  infirmities  of  age  and 
renew  the  fire  and  courage  of  youth.  At  his  appeal 
one  of  the  members  of  this  church,  L'aptain  Kzra 
Lunt,  stepped  forth  into  the  broad  aisle  and  a  com- 
pau}-  of  sixt\-  men  was  formed  on  the  spot,  which  is 
said  to  have  been  the  first  company  ol  xolunteers  to 
join  the  continental  arnn'.  In  the  diary  kept  b\ 
Lieut.  Paul  Lunt  is  the  luodest,  but  signiticant,  en- 
try: ''Mav,  1775.  marched  from  Newburyport  with 
sixt\-    men;    E/ra     Lunt.   commandei-.      ]unc    i^),  our 
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men  entrenched  on  a  hill  beyond  Bunker's  Hill, 
fune  17,  the  Regulars  landed  troops  and  we  engaged 
them.*'  In  keeping  with  this  patriotic  spirit  was  the 
town  vote  recorded.  May  3  i,  1 776,  thirty-four  days  be- 
fore the  Declaration  of  Independence,"  Vofed,Thixt  if 
the  honorable  Congress  should,  for  the  safety  of  the 
United  Colonies,  declare  them  independent  of  the 
kingdom  of  Great  Britain,  this  town  will,  with  their 
lives  and  fortunes,  support  them  in  the  measure." 

Parson  ^lurray  was  an  ardent  patriot, as  has  already 
been  testified,  on  page  38  of  this  volume.  The  fol- 
lowing incident  will  show  his  zeal,  as  well  as  the 
power  of  his  eloquence.  It  is  narrated  in  Rev.  Mr. 
Miltimore's  eulogy  of  ^lurray.  Newbury  port  was 
called  on  for  still  another  company  of  soldiers,  after 
having  already  furnished  many.  Day  after  day  the 
recruiting  officers  toiled  in  vain.  Finall}'  the  regi- 
ment was  invited  to  the  Presbyterian  church,  where 
Mr.  ^Nlurrav  addressed  them  in  such  spirited  and  stir- 
ring words,  that  once  again,  as  formerly  in  a  similar 
case  in  the  days  of  Parsons,  a  member  of  this  church 
stepped  forth  to  take  the  command,  and,  in  two  hours 
after  the  benediction  had  been  spoken,  the  entire 
company  was  raised.  When  the  war  was  ended  Mr. 
Murray  preached  a  great  sermon,  Dec.  11,  1783,  en- 
titled, "Jerubbaal,  or    Tyranny's    Grove    Destroyed, 
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aiul  the  Altar  cl'  Libci'lN  I'^inislu'd."  This  woiulfrtul 
'rhanksLi"i\iii^"  sciaiion  is  out  of  print,  hut  hv  the  kiiul- 
uess  of  Mr.  A.  W.  Lord,  the  only  eopy  pefliaps  now 
in  existence  is  deposited  in  the  Pastoi'al  1  .ihfaiAof  oui" 
ehui'ch.  The-  men  of  out"  parish  nobl\  L;a\  e  them- 
selves anil  iheii"  means,  and  on  ahiiost  e\'er\' battk-- 
ticld  and  in  many  a  thrilling-  na\al  contest,  they  chs- 
phiyed  their  chirinjj,".  The  fact  should  ne\  ei"  be  iov- 
gotten,  that  during-  tiie  l<.e\()lutionai-y  war  twenty-two 
vessels  and  one  thousand  men.  from  the  towns  of 
Newbiir\-  and  Newburyport,  were  lost  at  sea;  and. 
according  to  a  local  historian,  the  first  American  tlag 
which  floated  in  the  British  waters,  after  the  cessa- 
tion of  hostilities,  was  displayed  in  the  river  Thames, 
from  the  Compte  de  Grasse,  by  Captain  Nicholas 
Johnson,  of   Newburyport. 


I'OR'I'l^AI'I'S     C)I-    Till':     PASTORS. 

On  the  walls  of  the  chapel  hang  portraits  of  all  the 
former  pastors,  and  each  picture  has  its  own  history. 
A  beginning  was  made.  Now  30,  i(S26,  of  which  the 
record  is  as  follows:  "The  portrait  ol"  the  late  Re\  . 
John  Murray  presented  to  this  church  by  Samuel 
Swett,  Esq.,  of  Boston,  and  Simon  (Jreenleat.  I^scp. 
ol'    Portland;      it    ha\  ing    been    much    defaci'd     and 
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neglected,  the  above  gentlemen,  as  a  mark  of  respect 
paid  to  the  memory  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Murray, 
once  their  minister  in  their  youth,  the}'  caused  it  to 
be  repaired,  and  generously  sent  it  as  a  present  to  this 
society,  wishing  that  it  might  be  placed  in  the  par- 
sonage-house where  it  was  formerly  placed."  The 
next  3'ear  it  was  voted  "that  the  portrait  of  Mr. 
Murray  be  placed  in  the  room  provided  for  the  meet- 
ing of  the  session  in  the  meeting-house."'' 

In  April,  1855,  a  committee  was  appointed  to  look 
up  the  portraits  of  the  former  pastors;  consisting  ot 
Dr.  Vermilye,  Ezra  Lunt,  Moses  Pettingell  and  James 
Caldwell. 

In  Ma3%  1874,  the  parish  appointed  Messrs.  Isaac 
H.  Boardman,  William  Graves  and  John  T.  Brown,  a 
special  committee  for  the  same  purpose.  A  full  ac- 
count of  their  efforts  was  published  at  the  time  in  the 
Newburyport  Herald.  The  portrait  of  Parsons  is  a 
tine  crayon  copy  of  an  original  Copley  painting,  and 
was  presented  b}'  Hon.  Henry  E.  Parsons  of  Ashta- 
bula, Ohio.  The  formal  presentation  to  the  society 
was  made  by  Jacob  Stone,  Esq.,  a  grandson  of  Mr. 
Parsons.  It  shows  the  tirst  pastor  in  his  wig,  gown 
and  bands,  according  to  the  fashion  of  those  days. 
The  oil  portrait  of  Dr.  Daniel  Dana  was  painted  in 
1883,  and  is  a  copy  of  the  original  owned  by  his  fam- 

207 


Fiusr    i'ki:si'.v'ii:k  I  \\    riii  lu  ii. 

il\-.  It  is  the  nitt  of  his  Liraiulson,  Mf.  William  Dana 
Wheelwright  of  New  Yolk.  The  likeness  ol"  Ke\ . 
S.  P.  Williams,  also  an  oil  j>oitrait,  was  thi-  i;it\  oi" 
Mrs.  Cliarlotte  Cook  Knapp,  after  it  hail  huni;-  lor 
nian\  }'ears  on  the  walls  oi"  his  former  home  on  the 
eorner  of  Federal  and  Orange  streets.  The  pietures 
of  Pastors  Proiidfit,  Stearns,  Vermilye  and  Riehard- 
son,  are  excellent  engraxings;  while  those  ot  Diirfee, 
Newell,  Wallace  and  Sinclair  are  half  life-size  photo- 
graphs, being  the  gifts  of  their  friends.  There  are 
two  likenesses  of  Rev.  George  WHiitefield,  one  heing 
the  gift  of  Sir  Charles  Reed,  of  London.  Kngland, 
together  with  a  letter  written  by  Whitefield  in  1766; 
and  the  other  being  more  recently  obtained  for  us  by 
?^Ir.  John  T.  Brown.  The  oil  painting  of  the  old 
meeting-house  was  executed  in  Antwerp  in  1S57 
for  Captain  Charles  H.  Plumer,  a  parishioner,  and 
was  purchased  of  him  for  the  society  b\  the  Ladies' 
and  Gentlemen's    Association. 

The  portraits  of  former  pastors  were  ph(;togr.iplietl 
for  use  in  this  xolume  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  lohn  W. 
Winder.  The  photograph  of  Dr.  lIo\ey.  ( jiage  (>). 
was  from  the  studio  of  W.  C.  Thompson.  The 
frontispiece,  representing  the  present  meeting-house, 
is  from  a  drawing    1)\-  Miss  S.  M.  Morse.      Lxeellenl 
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exterior  and  interior  views  liuve  been  taken  by  Iliram 
P.  Macintosh,  and  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Winder.  To 
the  latter  we  are  indebted  for  the  hne  illustrations 
on  pages  99  and  196. 


homp:s  of  the  pastors. 

"  Old  homesteads,  sacred  to  all  that  can 
Gladden  or  sadden  the  heart  of  man — 
Over  whose  thresholds  of  oak  or  stone 
Life  and  Death  have  come  and  gone." 

We  are  indebted  to  the  excellent  memories  of 
Mrs.  Eliza  A.  Little,  now  ninety-three  years  of  age. 
Miss  Elizabeth  Gerrish,  in  her  ninetieth  year,  Mrs. 
Lydia  C.  Tucker,  Mrs.  Sarah  L.  Hutchins,  Miss 
Alice  Plumer,  and  others,  for  interesting  reminis- 
cences concerning  the  homes  of  the  earl}-  pastors. 
It  may  be  added  that  Mrs.  Tucker  is  the  daughter  of 
Dr.  Dana,  Miss  Gerrish  has  been  a  teacher  in  the 
Old  South  Sunda}'  school  for  sixty-three  3'ears  in 
succession,  and  Mrs.  Hutchins  lives  opposite  the  old 
Parsons  residence.  These  ladies  are  active  in  keep- 
ing alive  the  female  prayer  meeting  that  has  been 
maintained  for  one  himdred  and  lift}'  3ears.  Shortly 
after  the  present  pastor  began  his  labors  here,  a  list 
was  made  of  all  men  and  women  in  the  congregation 
who  had  lived  for  sevent>-   years   or   longer,  and    we 
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Ibiincl  titt\'  such  jicrsons.  It  is  a  pk-asaiU  tliiuij;  to 
hear  those  de\ oted  and  elderU  people  talk  on  er  tlie 
social  and  domestic  incidents  of  former  davs. 

The  dwelliniis  of  the  ministers  all  remain  to  this 
day,  though  some  of  them  ha\  e  undergone  chanLies. 
The  \  isitor  after  examining"  the  meetinii"  house  and 
its  relics,  passes  aloni^-  on  School  street,  by  the  house 
where  the  famous  liberator,  William  Lloyd  (iarrison. 
was  born,  and  then  b\-  a  lar^e  old-fashioned  garden, 
now  neglected  and  overgrown  with  shrubbery,  but 
which  must  have  once  been  beautiful,  and  then  he 
comes  to  a  double  house,  numbered  7  and  (».  and  oc- 
cupied at  present  by  families  named  Ladd  and  Swett. 
And  that  was.  more  than  a  century  ago,  the  home  of 
the  Rev.  Jonathan  Parsons.  The  west  corner  room, 
in  the  second  story,  is  where  George  Whiteheld  diecb 
and  it  is  said  to  remain  very  much  as  it  was  then. 
The  manse  was  the  gift  of  the  parish  to  Mr.  Parsons, 
together  with  the  garden,  and  remained  for  some 
time  in  the  possession  of  his  family  after  his  decease. 

In  i7<Si  the  parish  voted  £1000  to  build  a  parson- 
age for  Rev.  John  Murraw  and  in  17N3  they  voted 
for  the  same  purpose  t'450  more,  and  in  17SS  still 
another  appropriation  of  €335,  i">">;il^i"K  'i  total  of 
£1805,  which  enabled  them  to  erect  the  substantial 
building  at  74  Federal  street,  now  owned   and   occu- 
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pied  by  Mr.  Frank  McGruth.  The  work  was  all 
done  bv  hand,  and  the  nails  were  imported,  and  the 
best  of  material  was  used  throughout.  The  hall, 
staircase  and  parlor  remain  unchanged,  and  give  a 
good  idea  of   the  old  colonial  style. 

The  parsonage,  after  the  Murray  place  was  sold, 
was  the  spacious  mansion  known  as  the  Captain 
Henr}'  Cook  house,  and  at  present  occupied  by  Mr. 
G.  H.  Pearson.  It  is  62  Federal  street;  and  as  we 
admire  its  ample  grounds  and  other  attractions,  we 
wonder  that  it  was  not  always  retained  as  a  parson- 
age. It  was  the  home  of  Dr.  Dana  while  he  was 
pastor  of  our  church,  though,  on  his  subsequent  return 
to  this  city,  he  lived  elsewhere.  When  Mr.  Williams 
succeeded  him,  as  one  of  the  man}-  proofs  he  gave  of 
a  singular  degree  of  independence,  he  refused  to  oc- 
cupy it  as  a  parsonage,  and  accordingly  purchased  it 
for  himself;  and  thus  the  propert}'  passed  out  of  the 
hands  of  the  parish. 

When  Dr.  Proudfit  came,  he  rented  the  residence, 
number  6  Orange  street,  long  known  as  the  Harrod 
house,  and  now  occupied  by  Mr.  William  Holker; 
and  he  afterwards  occupied  the  Dalton  mansion  on 
State  street.  Dr.  Stearns  likewise  occupied  rented 
property;  first  living  at    10  Fruit  street,  the  present 
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honio  of  Miss  Mary  L".  iMirnham.  aiul  atlcrwards  at 
9  Fruit  street,  wlicrc  Dr.  )()lin  I-'.'S'ounL;  now  resides. 

Dr.  Vermilyc  li\  ed  for  a  while  on  Water  street, 
near  Ship  street.  Hut  the  people  were  weary  of 
ha\inL;-  their  pastoi's  li\e  in  "hired  houses,"  and  the 
ercdit  mainly  belongs  to  Miss  Mary  C.  Greenleal",  for 
starting  the  movement  to  buy  the  handsome  propert\- 
at  98  High  street,  now  owned  b\  Mis.  Charles  II. 
Coffin,  but  that  was  for  many  years  the  Old  South 
parsonage,  and  as  such  was  occupied  successively  b\- 
Drs.  Vermilye  and  Richardson  and  Rev.  Mr.  Durfee. 
The  first  sum  subscribed  for  it  was  by  the  1  Ion.  L'aleb 
Gushing,  who  also  drew  the  papers  so  as  to  make  the 
investment  permanent.  With  the  same  end  in  \  iew 
the  Ladies' and  Gentlemen's  .Vssociation  was  formed, 
first  to  pa}-  the  balance  for  the  jiarsonage  and  then  to 
keep  it  in  repair.  After  about  twent\-  3ears  it  was 
deemed  advisable  to  sell  this  property,  and  the  pur- 
chase money  was  put  in  the  bank,  pending  the  result 
of  certain  necessary  inquiries  concerning  rights  and 
titles  conducted  by  Mr.  John  W.  Winder,  at  the  re- 
quest of  the  Association.  Meanwhile  the  Re\  .  Mi". 
Newell  li\ed  in  the  commodious  dwelling,  O4  Lime 
street,  belonging  then,  as  now,  to  the  Simpson  famil\-. 

When  Dr.  Wallace  was  settled  here,  in  iSSi.  the 
present  parsonage,  60  High   street,  on   the   cornei-  of 
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Lime  street  was  bought;  and  it  was  at  a  later  day  the 
home  also  of  his  successors.  Rev.  Mr.  Sinclair  and 
Dr.  Hovey.  It  was  originally  built  by  Mrs.  Henr\- 
Titcomb,  and  b}'  inheritance  went  to  her  daughter, 
Mrs.  Valeria  K.  Denny,  from  whom  it  was  bought 
for  the  Old  South  parish.  When  the  present  pastor 
took  up  his  residence  here,  in  May,  1893,  the  building 
was  put  in  thorough  repair,  painted,  papered  and  other- 
wise improved,  thus  making  it  a  ver}'  desirable  home. 
The  histor}-  of  these  various  homes  of  the  pastors 
would  fill  a  volume  by  itself;  the  births,  and  deaths, 
and  marriages;  the  social  gatherings,  and  session 
meetings;  the  discussions  of  theological  problems, 
and  of  church  affairs,  and  the  wrestling  in  prayer  for 
wisdom  in  their  solution;  the  individual  calls  for  pas- 
toral S3'mpathy  and  counsel;  the  countless  visitors 
who  have  crossed  the  threshold,  friend  and  stranger, 
rich  and  poor,  young  and  aged,  saint  and  sinner — 
these  details  of  the  minister's  home  life  form  a  large 
part  of  his  history,  but  they  can  never  be  fully  known 
except  to  Him  who  knows  all  hearts,  and  records 
faithfully  all  human  events;  and  who  gives  to  His 
children,  in  such  consecrated  dwellings,  bright  with 
the  sunshine  of  His  favor,  and  rich  in  the  best  and 
purest  human  affections,  an  earthl}/  type  of  their 
Everlasting  Home. 
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By  rci]ucst.  tlic  pastor  i;a\c.  on  Siiiulays  roIlowinLi 
the  Aiini\  oi'sary,  spooiiiicns  of  tlu-  st\  K-  of  tin-  cail\ 
ministers.  The  tirst  selected  was  the  t'uneial  sc-inion 
by  Re\  .  Jonathan  Parsons  o\  er  the  remains  of  Re\  . 
Georiie  W'hiterield:  which  was  dehxei-ed  h\  Di. 
Hovey  from  the  original  manuscript.  kiiull\-  loaned 
for  the  occasion  by  Captain  Moses  ).  Mulliken,  a 
descendant  of  Mr.  Parsons.  The  selection  IVom  the 
discourses  of  Rex.  John  Murray  was  one  introducing- 
his  famous  analogy  between  "Ships  and  Souls,"'  origi- 
nal]\-  given  a  centurx'  ago  before  the  Xewburxport 
Marine  Society,  whose  successors  attended  in  a  body; 
iiaving  previously  decorated  the  pulpit  with  models 
and  paintings  of  vessels  built  in  Xewburyport,  and 
with  other  emblems  and  relics  of  the  sea. 


Our  last  word,  as  a  fitting  close  for  this  xolume 
that  deals  with  the  indixidual,  the  family,  tiie  school. 
the  parish,  the  church,  the  city,  tlie  state,  the  nation, 
and  "the  Kingdom  of  Heaven,"  shall  be  that  loxing 
motto  inscribed  over  the  central  door,  and  which 
greeted  the  guests  as  the\- retired  from  the  sanctuary, 
while  the  organ  played  the  grand  "  March  tie  Pro- 
cession"— 

'^BlcGt  be  the  tie  that  biuLi?." 
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Beside  topical  references,  proper  names  are  given,  itconnecteil  with 
official  or  historical  incidents,  or  if  repeatedly  appearing ;  otherwise  the 
reader  may  look  for  them  under  those  topical  heads  where  they  would 

most  likely  he  found. 


Adercrombie,  Rev.  Robert,  30. 
Abrahamic  covenant,  8. 
Adams,  Aaron  B.,  182,  1S3. 

Elizabeth  C,  soloist,   103,  104, 
106,  16S. 

Rev.  Joseph,  27,  iiS,  17S. 
Advent  Church,  157. 
Andover   Seminary,    39,    45,    150, 

154-  157- 
Angier,  Rev.  Luther  II..  105,  137, 

I.S7.  163. 
Antrim,  in  Ireland,  37. 

in  New  Ilainpshire,  105,  161. 
Appleton,  Nathaniel,  165. 
Arrick,  Rev.  A.  J.,  157. 
Assembly,  General,  16,  19,  23,  31, 

39.  .^7.  70. 
Westminster,  13,  14. 
Australia,  Y.  P.  S.  C.  K.,  131. 

Bailey,  John  M..  loi,  iSo. 
Baldwin,  William  H.,  157. 
Banc^let,  anniversary,  163 — 166. 
Baptists.  22,  33,  34,  105. 
15APTIST,  Church  in  Newburyport, 

105,  165. 
Bartlet,  William,  36,  150. 
Bass,  Bishop  Edward,  24. 


Bath-Kol,  by  Murray.  40. 
Batchelder,  Edgar  J.,  163,  202. 
Bayley,  William  H.,  1S2. 
Beane,  Rev.  S.  C,  D.  D.,  104,  122. 
Beecher,  Rev.  Menry  Ward,  156. 
Bell,  the  Revere,  151,   172,    191  — 

195,  203. 
Belleville  Church,  7,  103. 
BE(y;ESTs,  sundry,  169 — 173. 
Bible,  the  pulpit,  65,  66,  148. 
Binley,  William,  100,  105.  137,  iSo, 

iSi. 
Bisbee.  Rev.  R.  E.,  157. 
Boardman,  Isaac  II.,  173,  182. 

Mrs.  Elizabeth  A.,  173. 
BooTHBAY,   Maine.  Church   Iti,  37, 

38. 
Boston,  city  of,  16,  18,  29,  34,  156. 
157,  184,  203. 
Presbytery   of,    iS,    30,  39.   64, 
123,  137.  186. 
Brown,   John  T.,  3,  5,  95,  96.  100. 
103,  104,    105,  106,   III,    115. 
117,  169—173,  180,  182,  20S. 
John,  26,  28.  179,  iSi,   183. 
Mrs.  Ellen  T.  (fund,)  173. 
Harold  L.,  116. 
Philip  S.,  (ofKansas  city.)i4i. 
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Bradford,  city  of,   153. 
Bridgeport,  city  of,  64,  157. 
Bunker  Hill,  205. 
15URROUGHS,  Pies.  G.  S.,  157. 
Byfield,  27. 


Caldwell,   James,   87,     iSo,    182, 

200,  207. 
Calvin,  Rev.  John,  11. 
Calvinism,  44,  45,  49,  71,  122. 
Campbell,  Rev.  Randolph,  77,  80, 

93- 
Cambridge  Platform,  19. 
Carter,  Delevan  Knight,  134,  160, 
Cenotaph,  the  Whitetield,  36,  101, 

173- 
Chapel,  the  Old  South,  26,  55,  56, 

67,  1S6,  200. 
Chase,  William  E.,  100,    102,  103, 

104,  137,  201. 
Mrs.  Laura  T.,  102. 

Cheever,  Rev.  George  B.,  92. 
Churches,  (see  special  titles.) 
Church  and  State,  22. 
Clarke,  Bishop  Thomas  C,  146 — 
148. 

Rev.    George    H.,    D.    D.,    84, 
148—150. 

Thomas  M.,  180,  200. 
Cleland,  Mrs.  P.  S.,  154,  155. 
Clerks,  church,  list  of,  181. 

Parish,  list  of,  182. 
Clock,  tower,  117,  169—173,   191 — 

195- 
Cochrane,    Rev.    W.    R.,    D.    1)., 

105,  134,  157,  161,   162. 
Coffin,  Joshua,  8,  25. 
College,  Amherst,  56. 

Dartmouth,  47,  184. 
Harvard,  23,  27,  45. 
Rutgers,  62. 


College,  Wabash,  9,  64,  157. 
Williams,  59. 
Yale,  48. 
Collectors,  parish,  list  of,   1S3. 
Committee,  General,  on  anniver- 
sary, 3,  4,  103.  105,  164,    165, 
169. 
on  incorporation,  175 — 177. 
on  publication,  5,  174,  176. 
Special,  3.  4,  163,  164,  192,  207. 
of  the  parish,  4,   169 — 173,   190, 
202. 
Committee-men,  list   of  the,  iSi, 

182. 
Confession  of  faith,  12,  13,  15,31. 
Congregationalists,  the,  16,  19, 

33,  109,  165,  201. 
Connecticut,  19,  39,  48 
Controversy,  43,  44,  58,  89,  122, 

123,144,  156,  186,  199. 
Communion  plate,  185,  186. 
Craighead,  Rev.  Alexander,  145. 
Cross,  Ralph,  28,  32,  65,  179,  185. 
Crypt,    the   Old  South,    149,    ii;i, 

188— 191. 
Curfew,  ringing  the,  173,  192. 
Curtis,  Mayor  A.  R.,  156. 
Gushing,  Caleb,  8,68,87,  114,  150, 

213. 

Dana,  Rev.  Daniel,  D.  D.,  10,  42 — 

47'   54'    75'  77.  89.   "3.  "S- 
119,    124,  126,  146,  177,  179, 
207,  211. 
descendents  of,  157,  209. 

Davenport,  Rev.  II.  A.,  157. 

Da  VOL,  May,  103. 

Day,  Lucius  L..  15S. 

Deacons,  4,  52,  85,   147,   151,   177, 
iSo,  181,  195. 

Decorations,    of     the      meeting- 
house, 100,  loi,  117. 

Denton,  Rev.  Richard,  15,  13S. 

Dexter,  Rev.  Henry  M.,  D.  D.,  19, 
Lord  Timothy,  192. 
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DiMMicK.  Rev.  Luther  F..  So,  Sj 
Discipline,  methods  of,  200. 
Dodge,  Rev.  John  W.,  106. 
DoNNELL.  Charles  C,  163,  1S3. 

George,  87,  iSo,  200. 
DuFFiELD,  Rev.  Howard,  D.  D.,  ol' 

Xew  York,  140. 
DuRiEE,  Rev.  Charles    S.,  59,  60, 
113,  115,  119. 

Mrs.  Charles  S.,  157. 


Kagle    Wing,     the     Presbyterian 

ship,  14. 
Howards,    Rev.  Jonathan,  25,  30, 

144- 
Elders,  ruling,  4,  18,20,30,31,52. 

§5'  177'  179'  'So. 
Ellinwood,  Rev.  Henrj  F.,  15S. 
E.MERSON,  Rev.  John  E.,  56. 
Emery.  Mrs.  Sarah  M.,  (fund)  173. 
England,  Church  of,  13. 
Episcopalians,  12,  24,  ^;i,  34,  62, 

109. 


Fanleil.  Peter,  34. 
Federal  Street,  26,  143.  151. 
Female  charitable  society   47. 

prayer-meeting,  209. 
Fencing  the  table.  42. 
FisKE,  Rev.  Daniel    T.,  D.  D..  9, 

75,  103,  106,  107,  164. 
Flanders,  Mrs.  Isadore    organist, 

103,  i6S. 
Foss,  Dr.  David.  4,  164,  1S2. 

Mrs.  Ada  B    S.,  104. 
FooT-STovEs,  54,  196. 
Founders,  list  of  the,  1S3,  1S4. 
French,  the,  11,  34. 

Rev.  S.  F.,  104,  123,  124. 
I-'rescoing,  195. 
Frost,  Elizabeth  C,  iiS. 


Funerals,  36,  1S5,  196,    191^. 
Furnaces,  55,  iS<;. 

Garrison,     William     Lloyd.     114, 

209. 
Georgia,  state  of,   145. 
Gerrisii,  Elizabeth,  209. 
(iooDwiN,  Major,  84,  1S3. 
Gould,  Hannah  F.,  150. 
Great  Awakening,  24. 
(jRkely,  John  A.,  1S2. 

Lucius  H.,  loi. 
Greenleaf,  Ada  NL,  201. 

Mary  C.Si,  151,  200,  211. 

Circle,  67. 
Greetings     from     churches     and 

friends,  150 — 162. 
Guelpa,  Philip,  frescoer,  195. 


Hale,  Dr.  Frank  A.,  56,  61,  201. 

Hancock,  John,  203. 

Harrod,  Phoebe,  46.  66,    86,    173, 

192,  200 
Haskell,  Rev.  E.  C.  157. 

George  W.,  1S3,  201. 

Mrs.  Elizabeth  Kimball,  3,  104, 

134- 
Hartford,  Connecticut,  19,60,  90. 

150. 
Hart,  Mrs.  Eliza  A.,  (fund),  173. 
Hector,  landing  of  the,  33. 
Hempstead,  Christ  Church  of,  15, 

106,  1 38,   139. 
Henry,  Patrick,  17. 
IHtchcock,  Rev.  A.  W.,   104. 
Historical  Aftermath,  174 — 214. 
Society,  of  Boston.  1 58. 
Society,    of    Newbury,  9,    142, 

165.' 
Home  department,  201. 
I  [omes  of  the  pastors,  198,  209 — 213. 
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Hopkins,  Louisa  Parsons,  112,  115, 
HoPKiNSiANisM,  45,  89. 
IIovEY,  Daniel,  of  Ipswich,  9. 

Professor  Edmund  Otis,  D.  D. 

9,  154.  157,  158- 
Mrs.  Helen  L.,  201. 
Rev.  Horace  C,  D.  D.,  3,  64, 
79,  100,    103,    104,    115,    117, 
179,  212,  et passim. 
Others  of  the  family  name,  155, 
15S. 
Howard,  Francis  A.,  3. 

Rev.  Roger  A.,  182,  201. 
Huguenots,  the,  11,  34,  70. 
Huntington,  Lady,  41. 

Incorpokation,    acts  of,  34,    175 — 

17S. 
Independence,  Declaration  of,  17, 

36,  139,  145,  203,  205. 
Indiana,  State  of,  9,  156,  15S. 
Invitation,  100. 
Iowa,  State  of,  157,  15S. 
Ireland,  13,  37. 
Isles  of  Shoals,  82. 

Jacoby,  Charles  W.,  165. 
jAquES,  Edmund,  4,  180,  iSi,  201. 

George  H.,  4,  201. 
Johnson,  Isaac,  179,  iSS,  195. 

Mrs.  Ella  M.  W.,  102. 

Ella  M.,  organist,  105. 

William  11.,  1S9. 
Jones,  Alice  G.,  201. 

Captain  Oliver  O.,  4,   180.  182. 
JoppA,  in  Newburyport,  7,  25. 

Kansas,  State  of,  155. 

City,  Mo.,  141. 
Kerr,  Rev.  F.  M.,  139. 

Rev.  J.  D.,  140. 
Kentucky,  State  of,  157. 


Kingsbury,  Rev.  J.  D.,  D.  D.,  153. 
Knox,  Rev.  John,  12,  19,  22. 


Ladies'  and  Gentlemen's  Associa- 
tion, 68,  208,  212. 
Leavitt,  Alvah  W.,   4,   100,    iSo, 

181,  182. 
Lexington,   145,  204, 
Little,  the  family  line,  155. 
Enoch,  conversion  of,  155. 
Eliza  A.,  oldest  member  of  our 

church,  209. 
Rev.  Henry,  D.   D.,  of  Texas, 

155'  156. 
William,  of  Newbury,  165. 
Londonderry,  in  Ireland,  14. 

In  New  Hampshire,  16,   29,  39, 

42,  47.  53.  I04'   123- 
Lord,  Alfred  W..  196,  206. 

Philip,  194. 

Rev.  Charles  E,,  D.  D.,   105. 
Lowell,  Rev.  John,  25,  26. 
LuNT,  Ezra,  85,  180,  182,   204,  205, 
207. 

George,  S,  150. 

Mary  P.,  pianist,  201. 

Paul,  205. 

Philip  II.,  61. 
Luther,  Martin,  11,  144. 
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Reade,  Sir  Charles,  20S. 
Rebellion,  war  of  the,  114,  118. 
Reed,  Prentiss  II.,  3.  100,  165,  1S3. 
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194. 
Simpson,    Captain    Paul,   87,    180, 

182,  1S3. 
Sinclair,  Rev.  Brevard  D.,  63,  113, 
115,  142,   143—146,   179,  208, 
212. 
Smith,  Charles  T.,  4,  171,  172,  1S2. 
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